Hebrews 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40 (Epistle, Sunday Before)
By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a
foreign country, dwelling in tents with Isaac and
Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; for
he waited for the city which has foundations,
whose builder and maker is God. By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he
who had received the promises offered up his
only begotten son, of whom it was said, “In Isaac
your seed shall be called,” concluding that God
was able to raise him up, even from the dead,
from which he also received him in a figurative
sense. By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau
concerning things to come. By faith Jacob, when
he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph,
and worshiped, leaning on the top of his staff. By
faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention
of the departure of the children of Israel, and gave
instructions concerning his bones. By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three months
by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not afraid of the king’s
command. And what more shall I say? For the
time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak
and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and
Samuel and the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the
sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies
of the aliens. Women received their dead raised
to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial of mockings and
scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment.
They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were
tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being
destitute, afflicted, tormented – of whom the
world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts
and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.
And all these, having obtained a good testimony
through faith, did not receive the promise, God
having provided something better for us, that they
should not be made perfect apart from us.

110 E Main Street, Marblehead, OH 43440
www.holyassumptionmarblehead.org

Matthew 1:1-25 (Gospel, Sunday Before)
The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the Son of
David, the Son of Abraham: Abraham begot Isaac,
Isaac begot Jacob, and Jacob begot Judah and his
brothers. Judah begot Perez and Zerah by Tamar,
Perez begot Hezron, and Hezron begot Ram. Ram
begot Amminadab, Amminadab begot Nahshon, and
Nahshon begot Salmon. Salmon begot Boaz by Rahab, Boaz begot Obed by Ruth, Obed begot Jesse,
and Jesse begot David the king. David the king begot
Solomon by her who had been the wife of Uriah.
Solomon begot Rehoboam, Rehoboam begot Abijah,
and Abijah begot Asa. Asa begot Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat begot Joram, and Joram begot Uzziah. Uzziah begot Jotham, Jotham begot Ahaz, and Ahaz
begot Hezekiah. Hezekiah begot Manasseh, Manasseh begot Amon, and Amon begot Josiah. Josiah
begot Jeconiah and his brothers about the time they
were carried away to Babylon. And after they were
brought to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel, and
Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel. Zerubbabel begot Abiud,
Abiud begot Eliakim, and Eliakim begot Azor. Azor
begot Zadok, Zadok begot Achim, and Achim begot
Eliud. Eliud begot Eleazar, Eleazar begot Matthan,
and Matthan begot Jacob. And Jacob begot Joseph
the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus who
is called Christ. So all the generations from Abraham
to David are fourteen generations, from David until
the captivity in Babylon are fourteen generations,
and from the captivity in Babylon until the Christ are
fourteen generations. Now the birth of Jesus Christ
was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed
to Joseph, before they came together, she was found
with child of the Holy Spirit. Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her
a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. But while he thought about these things, behold,
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to
take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. And she will bring
forth a Son, and you shall call His name JESUS, for
He will save His people from their sins.” So all this
was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
by the Lord through the prophet, saying: “Behold, the
virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they
shall call His name Immanuel, which is translated,
‘God with us.’” Then Joseph, being aroused from
sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him
and took to him his wife, and did not know her till she
had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called
His name JESUS.
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Sunday before the Nativity
Commemorated on December 20
Adam and Eve (the first-created), the righteous Abel,
son of Adam, the righteous Seth, son of Adam, the
righteous Enos,son of Seth, the righteous Kenan, son
of Enos, the righteous Mehaliel (Maleleim), son of
Kenan, the righteous Jared, son of Mehaliel, the
righteous Enoch, son of Jared, the righteous
Methuselah, son of Enoch, the righteous Lamech, son
of Methuselah, the righteous Noah, son of Lamech,
the righteous Shem, son of Noah, the righteous
Japheth, son of Noah, the righteous Arphachshad, son
of Shem, the righteous Canaan, son of Arphachshad
(in some versions of the OT, Canaan is called the son
of Ham), the righteous Shelah, son of Canaan (some
versions of the OT call Shelah the son of
Arphachshad), the righteous Eber (from whom the
Hebrews take their name), son of Shelah, the
righteous Peleg, son of Eber, the righteous Ragab
(Reu), son of Peleg, the righteous Serug, son of
Ragab, the righteous Nahor, son of Serug, the
righteous Terah, son of Serug.
The holy Patriarchs: the righteous Patriarch Abraham,
son of Terah, the righteous Patriarch Isaac, son of
Abraham, the righteous Patriarch Jacob, son of Isaac,
the righteous Patriarch Reuben, son of Jacob and
Leah, the righteous Patriarch Simeon, son of Jacob
and Leah, the righteous Patriarch Levi, son of Jacob
and Leah, the righteous Patriarch Judah (Christ was
of this tribe), the righteous Patriarch Zebulon, son of
Jacob and Leah, the righteous Patriarch Issachar, son
of Jacob and Leah, the righteous Patriarch Dan, son
of Jacob and Bilhah (Rachel's maid), the righteous
Patriarch Gad, son of Jacob and Zilpah (Leah's maid),
the righteous Patriarch Asher, son of Jacob and
Zilpah, the righteous Patriarch Naphthali, son of
Jacob and Bilhah, the righteous Patriarch Joseph, son
of Jacob and Rachel, the righteous Patriarch
Benjamin, son of Jacob and Rachel.

Solomon, King Abijah, son of Rehoboam, King
Asa, son of Abijah, King Jehosaphat, son of Asa,
King Joram (Jehoram, an evil king), son of
Jehosaphat, King Ochoziah (Ahaziah), son of
Joram, King Jotham, son of Uzziah (Oziah), King
Ahaz (a faithless king), son of Jotham, King
Hezekiah, son of Ahaz, King Manesseh, son of
Hezekiah, King Amos (Ammon), son of Manesseh,
King Josiah, son of Amos, King Jechoniah, son of
Josiah.
Shealtiel, son of Jechoniah, Zerubbabel (who led
captives back to Jerusalem, and laid the foundations
of the new Temple), son of Shealtiel, Abiud, son of
Zerubbabel, Eliachem, son of Abiud, Azor, son of
Eliachem, Zadok, son of Azor, Achim, son of
Zadok, Eliud, son of Achim, Eleazar, son of Eliud,
Matthan, son of Eleazar, Jacob, son of Matthan, St
Joseph the Betrothed, son of Jacob.
The righteous Melchizedek, King of Salem, the
righteous Job, the holy Prophet Moses, the priests
Hur and Aaron, Joshua, son of Nun.
The holy prophet Samuel, the holy prophet Nathan,
the holy prophet Daniel, the three holy youths
Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah.
The righteous Sarah, wife of Abraham, the righteous
Rebecca, wife of Isaac, the righteous Leah, first wife
of Jacob, the righteous Rachel, second wife of
Jacob, the righteous Asineth, wife of Patriarch
Joseph the all-comely, the righteous Miriam, sister
of Moses, the righteous Deborah, Judge of Israel
and prophetess, the righteous Ruth, wife of Boaz,
the righteous woman of Zarephath, to whom Elias
was sent (3 Kings 17), the righteous woman of
Shunem, who was hospitable to Elisha (4 Kings 4),
the righteous Judith, slayer of Holofernes, the
righteous Esther, who delivered Israel from death,
the righteous Hannah, mother of the prophet
Samuel, the righteous Susanna.

The righteous Pharez and Zerah, twin sons of Judah,
the righteous Hezron, son of Pharez, the righteous
Aram, son of Hezron, the righteous Aminadab, son
of Aram, the righteous Nahshon, son of Aminadab,
the righteous Salmon, son of Nahshon, the righteous
Boaz, son of Salmon, the righteous Obed, son of Boaz
and Ruth, the righteous Jesse, son of Obed.
The holy Prophet-King David, son of Jesse, King
Solomon, son of David, King Rehoboam, son of
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Eve of the Nativity of our Lord
Commemorated on December 24
In Slavic practice, on the eve of the Nativity of the
Lord, the liturgical services consist of the Royal
Hours with the Typika, Vespers, and the Divine
Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great. At Vigil in the
evening, Great Compline is followed by Matins.
If the Nativity falls on Sunday, however, the Royal
Hours with the Typika are read on the preceding
Friday. On Friday evening, the office of the
Forefeast is served, December 24. The Liturgy of
Saint John Chrysostom is served on Saturday
morning. At Vigil in the evening, Great Compline
is followed by Matins. On Sunday morning, the
Liturgy of Saint Basil is celebrated.
If the Nativity falls on a Monday, Royal Hours with
the Typika are read on Friday December 22. On
Saturday evening and Sunday morning we follow
the order for the Sunday before the Nativity with
the office of the Forefeast for December 24. On
Sunday morning the Liturgy of Saint John
Chrysostom is served. Vigil on Sunday evening
consists of Great Compline is followed by Matins.
On Monday morning the Liturgy of Saint Basil is
celebrated. \
On the eve of the
Nativity, instead of
three readings from
the Old Testament at
Vespers, there are
eight readings (from
Genesis, Numbers,
Micah, Isaiah, Baruch,
Daniel, and two more
readings from Isaiah).
The entrance is made
with the Gospel.
At the end of Liturgy
the priest places a lighted candle in a candlestick in
the center of the church. Then the troparion and
kontakion of the Feast are sung. At Vigil on the
evening of the twenty-fourth, Great Compline is
followed by Matins.
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Some Family Exercises for the Advent
Fast
On the 2nd Sunday before the Nativity, the parable
of the great banquet from Luke is read. It states that
certain guests were invited to the banquet, but the
following happened:
They all alike began to make excuses. The first said
to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and
see it; I pray you, have me excused.’ And another
said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to
examine them; I pray you, have me excused.’ And
another said, ‘I have married a wife, and therefore
I cannot come.’” (Luke 14:18-20)
What a good time it would be for families to take
some time to discuss the excuses people made in this
parable and see where they apply to the lives of
family members.
�

�

I have bought a field and most go out and
see it. Examine how a job has dominated a
spouse’s life, so that they are not home to spend
time with family or attend church. To what
extent has there been too much participation in
school activities that interfere with participation
in worship? (Perhaps not as much an issue now
due to Covid).
I have bought five yoke of oxen and must
go examine them. Examine among family
members whether there is too much
consumption of food and drink and/or
preoccupation with acquiring material
possessions or worldly wealth. How much time
is spent on sharing what you have with others?
I have married a wife and therefore cannot
come. It is very important for husbands and
wives to spend time together and not to ignore
each other. But to what extent does that become
problematic when it comes to the invitation to
the Eucharist banquet and our preparation for
it? Does this question come up in marital
conflict: “Do you love the Church more than
me?” Does this prevent us from coming to the
Eucharistic banquet?
Con’t Next Page
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Advent Fast Con’t
�

In response to the above, are we able to
give thanks to God for the gifts we have
been given and recognize them as such—
that we are stewards and not owners of
what has been given to us?

After these excuses are made, the host of the
banquet tells his servants to go out to the streets
and invite all to come: “Go out to the highways
and hedges, and compel people to come in, that
my house may be filled” (Luke 14:23). This verse
reminds us that among the banquet attendees, not
all are marching to the same tune. Some are
wealthy, some are poor; some virtuous while
others are lacking in virtue. St. Ambrose in his
comment on this gospel says: “He turned to the
Gentiles from the careless scorn of the rich. He
invites both good and evil to enter in order to
strengthen the good and change the disposition of
the wicked for the better.” Do we call upon our
Lord to make “the evil be good by His Goodness?”
As we continue to prepare for the coming of our
Lord, let us call upon our Lord’s Grace to cultivate
in us a compassionate and kind attitude towards
each other; where there is mutual understanding
and mutual forgiveness towards each another. Let
us be more concerned with plank in our own eye
and less about the speck in the eye of our brother
and sister.
May the blessing of the Lord be upon you,
The unworthy +Paul

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF
AUTOCEPHALY SERIES
COMPLETED
As 2020 comes to a close, so do the 50th anniversary
celebrations and tributes to the autocephaly of the
Orthodox Church in America. The Diocese of the
Midwest was set to honor this half century mark with
deanery celebrations, lectures, and monthly
reflections from clergy, and laypeople. But, these
celebrations were interrupted by the pandemic that
reached our American shores in early March. Of all
the deaneries, only Chicago—because its formal
observance was held in February before shutdowns
went into effect—was able to observe a full
celebration.
The Diocese of the Midwest concludes the Jubilee
celebration of the OCA’s autocephaly in a unique
way, which at the same time is wholly in keeping
with the times: it concludes with a virtual ‘synaxis.’
Archbishop Paul traveled to Cleveland where he was
joined by local clergy to serve the Akathist to the
North American saints on Friday, December 4, 2020.
This service was hosted by St. Nicholas Church in
Magadore, OH with some local clergy present while
others joined from home, on-line.
The pandemic, however, was not able to scuttle the
original plan of His Eminence to offer monthly
reflections on the autocephaly from twelve diocesan
faithful. These reflections, posted on the diocesan
website each month, have offered a variety of insights
and observations in answer to the question posed by
His Eminence: why was the autocephaly a good thing
then? Is it a good thing now? The reflections differ
in length and tone; yet, they each give a sample of
what is in the mind and heart of those in this diocese
to whom, together with all the OCA faithful,
stewardship of the autocephaly has been handed
down and who are now the heirs of its evangelical
charge to carry the Gospel to the people of this land.
All twelve reflections have been uploaded onto this
page for convenient access under the original purpose
of making them available for downloading, printing,
and distributing to all.
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