
Sunday, June 21, 2020 Tone 1
Gospel:  St. Matthew 4:18-23 Epistle:  Romans 2:10-16 

2nd Sunday after Pentecost / All Saints of America (All Saints of Russia)
Martyr Julian of Tarsus in Cilicia / Hieromartyr Terence (Tertius), Bishop of Iconium

JUNE Bulletin Sponsor:  
Father Andrew for the Health of all parishioners and family members
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110 E Main Street, Marblehead, OH 43440          Rectory 419-798-4591 / Cell 570-212-8747
www.holyassumptionmarblehead.org          info@holyassumptionmarblehead.org

Liturgical & Events Schedule 
Sunday, June 21 
9:30 a.m. - Divine Liturgy (10 people max / 

NOTE: You must let Fr. Andrew know if 
you want to attend) 
Apostles Fast continues

Saturday, June 27
  4:00 pm: Great Vespers (10 people Max. 

NOTE: You must let Fr Andrew know if 
you want to attend)

Sunday, June 28
   9:30 am: Divine Liturgy (10 people max / 

NOTE: You must let Fr. Andrew know if 
you want to attend)  

JUNE SPECIAL COLLECTION
Mother Maria of Paris Charitable Ministry 
Founded in the Diocese of the Midwest.  Mis-
sion is to advance ministry work being done by 
Orthodox Christians within the boundaries of 
the Diocese of the Midwest – Orthodox Church 
in America.  
https://www.facebook.com/mothermariaminist
ry/

JUNE BULLETIN AND CANDLE 
SPONSORS

Bulletin: $50 From Father Andrew: For the 
Health of all the parishioners & family mem-
bers

Chandelier: $50 From Fr. Andrew: In memo-
ry of my Aunt and Uncle, Irene & James

Altar Candles: $50 From Basil: in memory of 
loving wife Jean

Candles on the Tomb: $25 Diane in loving 
memory of her mother Ruth on the occasion 

of her 25th Anniversary 
Eternal Light & Icon Screen: $25 OPEN

For Your Prayers

Julia Guzy  (96 ½ yrs old) Diane Tryon
1601 Church Rd  109 Joslyn Street
Marblehead, OH 43440 Arcadia, OH 44804

Please remember our shut-Ins, especially now dur-
ing this National Crisis. 

PRAY FOR OUR                                 
CATECHUMENS

Rachael Adamcio       Luke Welch                  
Lydia Welch      Tristen Welch             
  
May God & the Holy Spirit guide them in 
their journey in the Orthodox Church and the 
Orthodox way of Life.

CATASTROPHIC RELIEF FUND

Purpose of fund:  To provide some small financial 
assistance to a parishioner, family member or com-
munity member who has suffered a catastrophic 
event. 

Funds will be offered at the discretion & blessing 
of the Rector and the discretion of the Board.

Two parishioners have given a portion of their 
stimulus checks to this fund. Please feel free to 
donate as well.  Thank you and God bless!  

CONDOLENCES

We send our sincerest condolences to Rita Mazur 
on the passing of her son, Matthew Gould. 

May his memory be eternal!



110 E Main Street, Marblehead, OH 43440       Rectory 419-798-4591 / Cell 570-212-8747
www.holyassumptionmarblehead.org     info@holyassumptionmarblehead.org PG 2

VIGILS - 6/ 14
 Susan Guzy (3) Special intentions

Jean Hileman (2) For the health of Charisse Hileman; 
For the health of Jessica Issler

Laura Kovach (6) God's blessings and healing to     
everyone battling or suffering during the COVID-19 
pandemic; God's blessings of peace and healing for 
our country; For healing or health of Betty, Betty, 
Julia,   Andrea, Mark, Joe, Margi, Dana, Bohdi, 
Chuck, and Steve; God's blessings to Nikki and baby 
Brooks; In birthday memory of father-in-law John; 
Safe travel for family

Sandy Martin (1) Special intentions

Jim Mazur(2) In memory family and friends; For health 
of family and friends 

Valerie and Joe Schutt (2) special intentions

Diane Tryon (1) Birthday blessing to Kat

Twarek (5) God's Blessings and Peace; In Thanksgiving 
for new born baby Brooks; Health and speedy recov-
ery for Tom Twarek, and Jeannie Roth Snowball;  For 
the health of Jason, Nancy, Mary, Margi & Joe, Mary-
Ann and Bob, Judy, Chuck, Steve, Bohdi, Heidi, Liz, 
Joe, Sonya, Julia, Diane, Stella, Ron, Jake, Helen; 
Special intentions

Metropolitan Tikhon Requests Prayers 
for Metropolitan Theodosius

On Wednesday, June 10, His Beatitude Metropoli-
tan Tikhon was informed of the hospitalization of 
Metropolitan Theodosius, Former Archbishop of 
Washington, Metropolitan of All America and 
Canada. 
In a tweet this morning His Beatitude asked for 
prayers from the faithful for Metropolitan Theodo-
sius.

Praying for the health of His Beatitude 
Metropolitan Theodosius who was recently 
admitted to the hospital. I ask for the 
prayers of all the faithful for His Beatitude. 
May God strengthen him.

— Metropolitan Tikhon (@mettikhon) June 
11, 2020

Metropolitan Tikhon spoke with Metropolitan The-
odosius via FaceTime this morning and reports that 
he is doing well, but will remain in the hospital for 
the immediate future. 

Cards of support can be sent to Metropolitan Theo-
dosius at: 601 Boone Avenue, Canonsburg, PA 
15317. 

Please keep His Beatitude Metropolitan Theodo-
sius in your prayers.

OTHER INCOME FROM JUNE

Sunday, June 7: $6 Candles; $50 Vigils; $50   
Special Collection (Mother Maria); $50 Bulletin; 
$200 donation

Sunday, June 14: $12 Tomb Candles; $100   
Chandelier; $115 Vigils; $75 Food Pantry; $50 
Restoration ; $25 Eternal Light

MONTHLY TITHING ONLY 
JUNE

Goal Pledged per month: $4,600

Sunday, June 7 $   634
Sunday, June 14 $1,503



Clergy: 
His Beatitude, Metropolitan Theodosius
His Beatitude, Metropolitan Herman
John Duranko (Father’s home pastor)
James Gleason (Father’s Spiritual Father)
Moses Barry
Steven Frase
Joseph Gibson
Gregory Grivna                                    
Emilian Hutnyan
Josef Von Klarr
Dan Kovolick
Vladimir Lecko 
Myron Manzuk                                                 
Philip Lasbrook                                   
Christopher Phillips 
Benjamin Tucci                                         
Peter Tutko                                                  
Deacon Nicholas Denysenko
Deacon Paul Gansle
Deacon Gregory Krutchak                                                
Deacon Paul Mitchell
Sub-deacon Wylie Meath

Matushkii: 
Pani Patricia Duranko
Myra Kovolick                                                         
Virginia Lecko                                           
Maura McCartney
Jillian Rettig
Snezana Ruzic                                                         
Sonya Tutko

Parishioners / & their Family: 
John Beadle (Elcishko)                                                                                 
MaryAnn Cook (Cousin to Twarek’s)

John Richard Elchisco       
Ruthe Flewelling                                     
Debbie Garnek (Roddie’s sister)        
Michael Glovinsky (Basil’s nephew)
Heidi Golob                                                        
Shirley Gresh (Wife of Ernest) 
Julia Guzy
Joseph Habegger (Laura brother-in-law)
Barb Heffernan
Tom Hileman  
Charisse Hileman                                          

PRAYER LIST      Updated 6-18
Jessica Issler (Hileman)                            
Alice Jackson (Mazurik)  
William Jappsen (Diane T.)              
Michael Kouznetsov (Mary 
Hiser’s son)                                                                                               
Kris Kollar (Fr.’S cousin)    
Betty Kovach
Kristen (Cassell’s daughter) 
Terri Lariccia (Fr’s cousin)
David LaValle (Fr.’s cousin) 
Helen Lis                                                
Greg Mazur
Judy Mazurik (Paul Mazurik’s)
Toddler Stella Miller
Katelyn Pipenur (Niece of Jean)     

Earl Rindfleisch                        
Helen Jean Rofkar (Elchisco)                                                                  
Joe Rose 
Sonya Rose                             
Ron Royhab                           
Maryann Royhab                    
Steven Schirtzinger (Soski)                                                           
Christy Schutt (Joe’s sister)                                                                                              
Peter Truta (Jean H’s cousin)
Diane Tryon
Greg Tryon                                                                  
Tom Twarek 
Katie and her baby Bodhi          
(Cassell’s daughter-in-law)         
Nikki & her newborn Brooks 
Patrick 
Katherine & her unborn baby 
(Fr.’s cousin)
Sarah and her unborn Child 
(Laura’s daughter)
Brittany And her unborn baby 
(Fr’s cousin) 

Other Requests: 
Sandra Alex (Muzyka)
Alexia
Infant Baylor
Anna Burch (Wayne’s friend)                                     
Breeana (Kowal) Teenager who 
ran away from foster home  
Delores Danchisen
Layne Demkosky 
Paul Demkosky (Fr’s friend)
Betty Dubbert (Kovach)                               
     
      

Marge Dziama                     
Mary Dziak (Twarek)          
Ben Franklin (Laura friend)
Theodore Geletka                  
(St. Michael Broadview         
Heights’ choir director)       
Brad George (Christi’s friend)               
Donald Gresh (Basil)            
Robert Hritsko (Glovinsky) 
Elliot Joy (Police chief’s son) 
Andrea Joy (Kovach)                 
Tommy Leonchik (Fr’s friend)                   
Jake Lipstraw  (Twarek)       
Mark Ludvik (Guzy)            
Anna Maiani (Friend of Wayne)

Mark Masica (Kovach)
Claudia McDonald (Twarek)   
Pauline Meath (Fr’s)            
Cole Miller (Cassell)          
Doug Millinger (Kovach)     
Tim Nash (Royhab)
Charlie Nowak (Avery’s)                                              
Beth Reinhard (Diane friend) 
Chris Reinheimer (Bruno’s)
Sandy Scafaria (friend of Jean)                        
Arby Shenesky (Pastor Bob’s 
sister)
Betty (Elizabeth) Slanta       
(sister-in-law of Kathy Jacob)
John Slanta (brother of Kathy 
Jacob
Jeanne Roth Snowball 
(Twarek)                              
Matthew Sterling (Tyron)     
Andrea Szabo (Sonya friend)
Devin Thomson (Jamestown)
Janice Timko                  
George Timko                    
Philip (Andy) Timko           
Steve Turinsky (Twarek)        
Chuck Wiedenhoft (Twarek)
Rachel (Darlene M.)                                 
Mollie & her unborn baby 
(Fr.’s friend)
Molly and her newborn      
Phalen (Fr.s friend)

Those suffering from the    
Cornavirus       Con’t Page 5
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Mr. John Sutko

John Sutko, director emeritus of St. Peter and St. 
Paul Orthodox Church, Burr Ridge, IL, fell asleep 
in the Lord on Tuesday, June 09, 2020 after battling 
various health complications.

Born on March 28, 1935, he grew up on the South 
Side of Chicago, IL. John began singing in the St. 
Peter and St. Paul Choir at the age of 14 and at the 
age of 17 began to study music at Wilson Junior 
College. In 1953, at the age of 18, Archpriest Nich-
olas Semkoff asked him to direct the second Liturgy 
on Sundays, which was in Church Slavonic. He also 
encouraged John to concentrate on church music in 
addition to his other studies at the college. 

While directing the choir at St. Peter and St. Paul, 
John began his studies in music at the Chicago 
Conservatory of Music as well as courses in educa-
tion at Chicago Teacher College. In addition to 
traditional music courses, John was involved in 
oratorio, opera workshop, voice recitals, and solo 
work at various churches and other occasions in the 
Chicago area.
At the age of 20, John took over the directing of 
both liturgies at St. Peter and St. Paul.

In 1957, John received his Bachelor’s in Music 
Education and on August 11, he married Alice 
Theresa Gabrysiak. During the same year, in addi-
tion to his position at St. Peter and St. Paul, John 
began his teaching career in music at McClure 
Junior High School in Western Springs, IL. He held 
that position for 35 years. In 1961 John received his 
master’s degree in Music Education. In 1968 John 
became assistant principal at the junior high school 
and began work on his second master’s degree in 
school administration. During his tenure in teach-
ing, he was twice nominated for the Golden Apple 
Award in teaching in the state of Illinois.

In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, the official 
English texts for all the feast day vespers and litur-
gies were being prepared by the Liturgical Commis-
sion of the Orthodox Church in America. John 
began to adapt all the vespers verses (stikhera, 
litiya, apostika) for the feast days of the Church in 
four parts and in their proper tones. This project 
took over ten years to complete. 

During the 1980’s and 1990’s, John continued to 
present the music of the Faith to other groups, church-
es, and organizations. He was the director for the 
consecration of Bishop Boris, the 1988 services com-
memoration the Millennium of Orthodoxy in Russia, 
the installation of Bishop Job, three patriarchal visits 
in the 1990’s including Patriarch Aleksy II, Patriarch 
Pavle, and Patriarch Dimitrios, a benefit concert for 
Christ the Savior Cathedral in Moscow, the wedding 
of Prince Arnold and Princess Renate of Windisch-
Graetz, Germany, and others.

In 1999, John began converting handwritten scores 
into computer formatting. The fruits of his labors 
produced a Panikhida service book, a book of Christ-
mas carols of Eastern Europe, a children’s choir book, 
and a Prostopinije of the Carpatho-Russian people. 

John has also accepted invitations to participate in 
various professional choirs as the lead soloist, chant-
er, and oktavist. This includes the Bach Society of St. 
Louis, Missouri in their presentation of Rachmani-
nov’s Divine Liturgy, Northwestern University, and 
the University of Chicago choirs during their presen-
tations of Rachmaninov, Gretchaninov, and Kalinnik-
ov vigils.

In 2013, a banquet was held in honor of John’s 60 
anniversary as choir director at St. Peter and St. Paul. 
This momentous event was recognized by the Synod 
of the Orthodox Church in America with a Synodal 
Gromata.

In February of 2016, John directed his last Divine 
Liturgy as the Choir Director of St. Peter and St. Paul 
Church. On May 6, 2017, the Order of St. Romanos 
was bestowed on him by the Holy Synod of the 
Orthodox Church in America.

John is survived by his wife Alice of 63 years, he is 
the loving father to David (Michele) Sutko and Cyn-
thia (Gregory) Koranda; and grandfather of Priest 
Alexander (Carly) Koranda, Marissa (Ethan) Rucker, 
Aaron Koranda and Michael Sutko. He is the loving 
great-grandfather of Magdalena and Anna Koranda. 
He was the dear brother of Michael Sutko and Mary-
Jane Rozdilsky. 

May John’s memory be eternal!
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JUNE Reposed
3 Irene Leso (2002)  
4- Alex Sennich (1994)
4- Vicoria Guzy (1965)
5- Mildred Paproski (2018)                                                                                                                                                     
6- Fr. Stephen Shutack (2008)
8- Mary Hunt (2003)
9- Cristina Rindfleisch (2006)
9- Charles Hagmaier (2018)
9- John Sutko (2020)                      
14- Fr. Justin Foster (2016)
16- Verona Pich (2010)
16- Fr. Michael Prevas (2018)

17- Archimandrite Luke Sirkun (1956) 
Former Pastor
17- Mitered Archpriest John Gratson 
(1965) Former Pastor
18- Fr. Michael Prevas (2018)
20- Jean Frances Glovinsky (2016)
20- Fr. John Yurcisin (2003)
20- Dan Karens Cousin 2019
21- Mary Elchisco Migala (1983)
21- Ronald Basala (2016) 

22- Archpriest Kyrill Hartman 
(2010) Former Pastor
23- Ruth Benya (1995) 
26- George Millie (1974)
27-Anna Ignatenkoo- (1969)
28- Fr. Charles Kovich (2005)
28- Andrew Leso (2000)
29- Stephen Millie (1988)
Mike Mazur (1923)
Anna Mazur (1923)
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  JUNE  Celebrations

Anniversary Birthday
6-18-1972- His Grace Bishop Matthias Priest ordina-
tion 
6-20-80- Fr. David Lis
25- Fr. Andrew & Pani Yoanna
26- Jim & Laura Kovach
6-27-2009: Archbishop Melchisedek of Pittsburgh

2- Jake Muscaro
5- Peter Adzima
6- Nathan Koren
8- Tanya Koren
13- Fr. Nick Mihaly
15- Emily Kusinski, Aijire Dardovski
16- James Jerome 
19- Emily Sarisky
23- Loreen Welch
24- Matthew Adamcio
28- Vincent Cavaliere

If there are those names to be added or removed, please contact Fr. Andrew. He would like to list all members of your 
family Orthodox and non-Orthodox.

PRAYER LIST CONTINUED

Captives: 
Metropolitan Paul (Orthodox Archdiocese of Aleppo)
Archbishop John (Syriac Archdiocese of  Aleppo)
The UN & IOCC humanitarian aid workers in & around Syria; Those suffer-
ing persecution in Iraq, Syria, Israel, Egypt, Ukraine and throughout the 
world

Military: 
Craig Cassell, Nathan Brown, Alena Grabavoy, Alex, Jake Ellithorpe 

TENTATIVE READER 
SCHEDULE

Sunday, June 21: Tim  

Sunday, June 28:   Joe
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Statement by the Chancellor and the 
General Counsel of the Orthodox Church 

in America

With the blessing of His Beatitude Metropolitan 
Tikhon, the Chancellor, Archpriest Alexander Rent-
el, and the General Counsel to the Orthodox Church 
in America, Judge E.R. Lanier, made the following 
statement: 

While it is not the practice of the Office of the 
Chancellor to comment on every rumor or baseless 
charge published on the internet that cause scandal 
and aggrieve the faithful of the Orthodox Church in 
America, we have seen fit to make this comment 
now. The situation in society and the Church has 
improved because of the steps that were taken in 
response to the present pandemic, and so it seems 
fitting to take a moment a reflect on what has trans-
pired in and for our Church. We offer this statement 
in order to testify to the faithful of the Orthodox 
Church in America that our Church has faced well 
the challenges posed by novel SARS CoV-2 and 
COVID-19 in a hierarchical and conciliar manner. 
The Church acted, in other words, in a manner 
totally and completely consistent with its high call-
ing.

From the beginning of this pandemic, His Beatitude 
Metropolitan Tikhon and the Holy Synod of Bish-
ops have met regularly to formulate policy and draft 
accompanying pastoral messages of encouragement 
to the faithful. Their work has drawn on and was 
informed by the immense talent found within our 
Church. Pastors, theologians, medical doctors, 
healthcare workers, lawyers, and insurance profes-
sionals meeting in small groups, or together, or even 
with the Holy Synod have, in fact, assisted the Holy 
Synod in their work. Out of love for their beloved 
children in the Lord, in consultation with experts 
who are faithful members of our Church, the Holy 
Synod reasonably decided to comply with the direc-
tions of the Center for Disease Control and Preven-
tion of the U.S. Department of Health & Human 
Services, as well as the further guidance and orders 
provided by different levels of civil government in 
the United States, Mexico, and Canada.

An informed decision to comply with civil direc-
tives was also made by the Metropolitan Council, 

which has also met during this pandemic under the 
presidency of His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon. In 
fact, the Holy Synod and the Metropolitan Council 
issued a joint statement regarding the response of the 
Orthodox Church in America to the coronavirus. 

The diocesan bishops each took steps to engage differ-
ent constituencies within their dioceses – diocesan 
councils, clergy meetings, parish councils – in order to 
carefully navigate the challenges posed by this virus. 
His Eminence Archbishop Mark and the Diocese of 
Eastern Pennsylvania even created a survey and called 
for all members of this diocese to reflect and respond 
to it. The results of this survey help guide His Emi-
nence and his diocesan response.

Additionally, the steps that our Church has taken have 
been in accord with the Catholic nature of the Church. 
His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon has consulted with 
the heads of other, local Orthodox Churches where he 
has had the chance to discuss the precautionary mea-
sures these Churches have taken to prevent the spread 
of the virus. His Beatitude has also regularly joined 
meetings of the Executive Committee of the Assembly 
of Canonical Orthodox Bishops of the United States of 
America, where similar discussions have been held. 

Almost simultaneously to the day when state govern-
ments began to issue their first regulations designed to 
thwart the spread of the coronavirus throughout the 
United States, lawyers from the Orthodox Church in 
America contributed to the work of an ad hoc Task 
Force of the Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bish-
ops. This pan-Orthodox Task Force, headed by His 
Eminence Metropolitan Gregory of Nyssa and com-
posed of lawyers from different Orthodox jurisdic-
tions in the United States, took immediate action to 
establish and serve as a source of information and as 
an immediate counterweight to regulatory provisions 
which even remotely touch upon any aspect of the 
beliefs and practices of our Orthodox Faith. Consist-
ing largely of experts in the fields of public health and 
legal affairs, that Task Force has labored long and hard 
to track the evolution of state regulatory measures 
where these bear on Orthodox praxis even tangentially.

Although the labors of the Task Force have largely 
been at the level of almost mind-boggling detail and 
backbreaking minutia, at least two fundamental les-
sons learned by the members   Con’t Next Page
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Chancellor Con’t

of the Task Force in their contact with state author-
ities have made themselves apparent: (1) the regula-
tory environment established by the states is 
kaleidoscopic in nature and changes on an almost 
daily, sometimes hourly, basis, a fact which man-
dates constant, unceasing surveillance and monitor-
ing; and (2) state administrative regulators are 
well-intentioned and hard-working civil servants 
burdened with an almost insurmountable task, but 
who are largely unfamiliar with the tenets and prac-
tices of the Orthodox Faith. The ongoing interac-
tions of the Task Force with these state-level 
regulators has most often taken on the hue of an 
educational exercise.

Laboring in informal tandem with a significant 
number of other organizations and individuals com-
mitted to the protection and preservation of Ameri-
can constitutional religious liberties, the Task Force 
has recently witnessed substantial progress in rela-
tions with state officials charged with the onerous 
task ensuring the health, safety, and welfare of the 
American public. These advances have been real. A 
state along the East Coast, to take an example, 
originally stipulated in its administrative regulations 
that Holy Communion “administered person-to-per-
son” ... “is not permitted at this time.” That state has 
revoked this objectionable language which has now 
been replaced by a provision allowing “person-to-
person” administration of the Holy Sacrament, re-
quiring now only that the clergy must use hand 
sanitizers only when “he or she believes incidental 
[physical] contact has been made with the commu-
nicant.” States which had initially stipulated a one-
hour limitation on religious services have now de-
leted that obnoxious and unnecessary restriction. In 
other instances, states have backed off of other 
religious restrictions and have reduced these to 
voluntary, hortatory recommendations. The Task 
Force is confident that, with the abatement of the 
current pandemic, all such regulatory provisions in 
each of the states will be abandoned and that state 
intervention in the religious life of all American 
faith communities will become nothing more than a 
footnote in history.

The History of Father’s Day 
   The idea for creating a day for children to honor their 
fathers began in Spokane, Washington. A woman by 
the name of Sonora Smart Dodd thought of the idea 
for Father's Day while listening to a
Mother's Day sermon in 1909. 

   Having been raised by her father, William Jackson 
Smart, after her mother died, Sonora wanted her father 
to know how special he was to her. It was her father 
that made all the parental sacrifices and
was, in the eyes of his daughter, a courageous, selfless, 
and loving man. Sonora's father was born in June, so 
she chose to hold the first Father's Day celebration in 
Spokane, Washington on the 19th of
June, 1910. 

   In 1926, a National Father's Day Committee was 
formed in New York City. Father's Day was recog-
nized by a Joint Resolution of Congress in 1956. In 
1972, President Richard Nixon established a
permanent national observance of Father's Day to be 
held on the third Sunday of June. So Father's Day was 
born in memory and gratitude by a daughter who 
thought that her father and all good fathers
should be honored with a special day just like we 
honor our mothers on Mother's Day.

 What Makes A Dad
God took the strength of a mountain, 
The majesty of a tree,
The warmth of a summer sun,
The calm of a quiet sea,
The generous soul of nature,
The comforting arm of night,
The wisdom of the ages,
The power of the eagle's flight,
The joy of a morning in spring,
The faith of a mustard seed,
The patience of eternity,
The depth of a family need,
Then God combined these qualities,

When there was nothing more to add, He knew His 
masterpiece was complete,

And so, He called it ... Dad  
 
Author is unknown  
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Greetings of His Beatitude Metropolitan 
Tikhon to His All-Holiness Patriarch     

Bartholomew for Feast Day of the Apostle 
Bartholomew

His Beatitude Metropolitan Tikhon congratulated His 
All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew on 
the Feast Day of the Holy Apostle Bartholomew. 
Your All-Holiness, Beloved Brother and Concele-
brant in the Lord’s Mysteries,

In the joy of the Holy Spirit, I greet Your All-Holi-
ness on this Feast of the Holy Apostle Bartholomew, 
your Name Day. May you always continue to receive 
guidance, encouragement and strength from the Holy 
Apostle, so that your wise leadership in the Holy 
Orthodox Church may continue for many years!

Celebrating the feast of Pentecost this week, we hear 
in the hymns of the day that the Holy Spirit “leads 
priests to perfection… teaches unschooled people 
wisdom… [and] reveals fisherman as theologians” 
(3rd Sticheron at “Lord I Have Cried”). The Apostle 
Bartholomew began his life as an unschooled person, 
but then became a student of the one true teacher, 
Christ. After learning and seeing many things from 
our Lord and beholding His Ascension, Bartholomew 
came to full understanding of these things when he 
was gathered together “in one place” with the others 
and received the Holy Spirit as a tongue of fire (Acts 
2:1). 

From him and the other Apostles, we their succes-
sors, as unschooled or imperfect as we may be, are 
brought to perfection through this same Spirit. Your 
All-Holiness, just as we look to the example of the 
Apostle Bartholomew, we have always looked to 
your example, as the leading hierarch of our Apostol-
ic Church. Like your namesake, through discipline 
and diligence you have acquired the Spirit, as evi-
denced by your showing the fruit of the Spirit: “love, 
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23). 
You have personally shown love and kindness to the 
Orthodox Church in America on multiple occasions, 
and your Apostolic ministry of reaching out to the 
downtrodden of the world reveals your goodness and 
gentleness. May your labors continue in such spiritu-
al gifts, and may you always grow in these gifts more 
and more!

Your All-Holiness, as you well know, we find our-
selves in extremely difficult times. The Coronavirus 
pandemic has wrought disaster throughout the world, 
racism and violence have reared their ugly heads anew 
in the United States, and painful divisions persist 
among Christians and other peoples everywhere. 
Through your prayers and efforts, and of all those who 
labor with you in the Great Church of Constantinople, 
may our broken world find a way forward. The Apos-
tle Bartholomew is our example in this: through the 
“net of your words”, we sing to him, “you drew the 
ends of the earth out of the depths of vainglory and evil 
ungodliness; you brought them with faith to Christ 
God” (1st Sticheron for the Apostle at “Lord I Have 
Cried”). Through your leadership, Your All-Holiness, 
may we labor together to heal the wounds of the world, 
which has descended again into vainglory and ungod-
liness, by bringing it to Christ.

With brotherly love in the Lord,
I remain,

+ TIKHON
Archbishop of Washington
Metropolitan of All America and Canada

40 DAY REMEMBRANCE
June 7: Security guard killed in Flint, MI / Mat. Irene 
June 14: Archpriest Paul Lazor / Donald Cholcher
June 21: Protopresbyter George Hutnyan / Mitred 

Archpriest Nicholas Timko 
June 28: Betty Billy                                                     
July 5: Popadia Marilyn Nedelkoff / 2 military solider's 

killed in ND / Police officer from UT / Federal Police 
officer killed in CA / George Floyd

July 12: Police officer killed in St Louis; Police officer 
killed in AL 

July 19: Protopresbyter Michael Psenechnuk / Matthew 
Gould / John Sutko / Sharon Canterbury / Deputy 
from CA / Deputy from Mississippi                      

July 26: Eleanor Dussling                                      


