Dormition Con’t
Then came the third hour (9 A.M.), when the
Dormition of the Mother of God was to occur. A
number of candles were burning. The holy Disciples
surrounded her beautifully adorned bed, offering
praise to God. She prayed in anticipation of Her
demise and of the arrival of Her longed-for Son and
Lord. Suddenly, the inexpressible Light of Divine
Glory shone forth, before which the blazing candles
paled in comparison. All who saw it took fright.
Descending from Heaven was Christ, the King of
Glory, surrounded by hosts of Angels and
Archangels and other Heavenly Powers, together
with the souls of the Forefathers and the Prophets,
who had prophesied in ages past concerning the Most
Holy Virgin Mary.
Seeing Her Son, the Mother of God exclaimed: “My
soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath
rejoiced in God My Savior, for He hath regarded the
low estate of His Handmaiden” (Luke 1:46-48) and,
rising from Her bed to meet the Lord, She bowed
down to Him, and the Lord bid Her enter into Life
Eternal. Without any bodily suffering, as though in
a happy sleep, the Most Holy Virgin Mary gave Her
soul into the hands of Her Son and God.
Then began a joyous angelic song. Accompanying
the pure soul of the God-betrothed and with reverent
awe for the Queen of Heaven, the angels exclaimed:
“Hail, Full of Grace, the Lord is with Thee, blessed
art Thou among women! For lo, the Queen, God’s
Maiden comes, lift up the gates, and with the
Ever-Existing One, take up the Mother of Light; for
through Her salvation has come to all the human
race. It is impossible to gaze upon Her, and it is
impossible to render Her due honor” (Stikherion on
“Lord, I Have Cried”). The Heavenly gates were
raised, and meeting the soul of the Most Holy Mother
of God, the Cherubim and the Seraphim glorified
Her with joy. The face of the Mother of God was
radiant with the glory of Divine virginity, and from
Her body there came a sweet fragrance.
Miraculous was the life of the All-Pure Virgin, and
wondrous was Her Repose, as Holy Church sings:
“In Thee, O Queen, the God of all hath given thee
as thy portion the things that are above nature. Just
as in the Birth-Giving He did preserve Thine
virginity, so also in the grave He did preserve Thy
body from decay” (Canon 1, Ode 6, Troparion 1).
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Kissing the all-pure body with reverence and in awe,
the Disciples in turn were blessed by it and filled
with grace and spiritual joy. Through the great
glorification of the Most Holy Theotokos, the
almighty power of God healed the sick, who with
faith and love touched the holy bed.
Bewailing their separation from the Mother of God,
the Apostles prepared to bury Her all-pure body. The
holy Apostles Peter, Paul, James and others of the
Twelve Apostles carried the funeral bier upon their
shoulders, and upon it lay the body of the EverVirgin Mary. Saint John the Theologian went at the
head with the resplendent palm-branch from
Paradise. The other saints and a multitude of the
faithful accompanied the funeral bier with candles
and censers, singing sacred songs. This solemn
procession went from Sion through Jerusalem to the
Garden of Gethsemane.
With the start of the procession there suddenly
appeared over the all-pure body of the Mother of
God and all those accompanying Her a resplendent
circular cloud, like a crown. There was heard the
singing of the Heavenly Powers, glorifying the
Mother of God, which echoed that of the worldly
voices. This circle of Heavenly singers and radiance
accompanied the procession to the very place of
burial.
Unbelieving inhabitants of Jerusalem, taken aback
by the extraordinarily grand funeral procession and
vexed at the honor accorded the Mother of Jesus,
complained of this to the High Priest and scribes.
Burning with envy and vengefulness toward
everything that reminded them of Christ, they sent
out their own servants to disrupt the procession and
to set the body of the Mother of God afire.
An angry crowd and soldiers set off against the
Christians, but the circular cloud accompanying the
procession descended and surrounded them like a
wall. The pursuers heard the footsteps and the
singing, but could not see any of those
accompanying the procession. Indeed, many of them
were struck blind.
The Jewish priest Athonios, out of spite and hatred
for the Mother of Jesus of Nazareth, wanted to topple
the funeral bier on which lay the body of the Most
Holy Virgin Mary, but an angel of God invisibly cut
off his hands, which had touched Con’t Pg 10
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the bier. Seeing such a wonder, Athonios repented
and with faith confessed the majesty of the Mother
of God. He received healing and joined the crowd
accompanying the body of the Mother of God, and
he became a zealous follower of Christ.
When the procession reached the Garden of
Gethsemane, then amidst the weeping and the
wailing began the last kiss to the all-pure body.
Only towards evening were the Apostles able to
place it in the tomb and seal the entrance to the
cave with a large stone.
For three days they did not depart from the place
of burial, praying and chanting Psalms. Through
the wise providence of God, the Apostle Thomas
was not to be present at the burial of the Mother of
God. Arriving late on the third day at Gethsemane,
he lay down at the tomb and with bitter tears asked
that he might be permitted to look once more upon
the Mother of God and bid her farewell. The
Apostles out of heartfelt pity for him decided to
open the grave and permit him the comfort of
venerating the holy relics of the Ever-Virgin Mary.
Having opened the grave, they found in it only the
grave wrappings and were thus convinced of the
bodily ascent of the Most Holy Virgin Mary to
Heaven.
On the evening of the same day, when the Apostles
had gathered at a house to strengthen themselves
with food, the Mother of God appeared to them and
said: “Rejoice! I am with you all the days of your
lives.” This so gladdened the Apostles and
everyone with them, that they took a portion of the
bread, set aside at the meal in memory of the Savior
(“the Lord’s Portion”), and they exclaimed : “Most
Holy Theotokos, save us”. (This marks the
beginning of the rite of offering up the “Panagia”
(“All-Holy”), a portion of bread in honor of the
Mother of God, which is done at monasteries to the
present day).
The sash of the Mother of God, and Her holy garb,
preserved with reverence and distributed over the
face of the earth in pieces, have worked miracles
both in the past and at present. Her numerous icons
everywhere pour forth signs and healings, and Her
holy body, taken up to Heaven, bears witness to
our own future life there. Her body was not left to
the vicissitudes of the transitory world, but was
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incomparably exalted by its glorious ascent to
Heaven.
The Feast of the Dormition of the Most Holy
Theotokos is celebrated with special solemnity at
Gethsemane, the place of Her burial. Nowhere else
is there such sorrow of heart at the separation from
the Mother of God, and nowhere else such joy,
because of Her intercession for the world.
The holy city of Jerusalem is separated from the
Mount of Olives by the valley of Kedron on
Josaphat. At the foot of the Mount of Olives is the
Garden of Gethsemane, where olive trees bear fruit
even now.
The holy Ancestor-of-God Joachim had himself
reposed at 80 years of age, several years after the
Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple
(November 21). Saint Anna, having been left a
widow, moved from Nazareth to Jerusalem, and
lived near the Temple. At Jerusalem she bought
two pieces of property: the first at the gates of
Gethsemane, and the second in the valley of
Josaphat. At the second locale she built a tomb for
the members of her family, and where also she
herself was buried with Joachim. It was there in
the Garden of Gethsemane that the Savior often
prayed with His disciples.
The most-pure body of the Mother of God was
buried in the family tomb. Christians honored the
sepulchre of the Mother of God, and they built a
church on this spot. Within the church was
preserved the precious funeral cloth, which
covered Her all-pure and fragrant body.
The holy Patriarch Juvenal of Jerusalem (420-458)
testified before the emperor Marcian (450-457) as
to the authenticity of the tradition about the
miraculous ascent of the Mother of God to
Heaven, and he sent to the empress, Saint
Pulcheria (September 10), the grave wrappings of
the Mother of God from Her tomb. Saint Pulcheria
then placed these grave-wrappings within the
Blachernae church.
Accounts have been preserved, that at the end of
the seventh century a church had been built atop
the underground church of the Dormition of the
Most Holy Theotokos, and that from its high
bell-tower could be seen the dome of the Church
of the Resurrection of the Lord. Con’t Pg 11
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Traces of this church are no longer to be seen. And
in the ninth century near the subterranean
Gethsemane church a monastery was built, in
which more than 30 monks struggled.
Great destruction was done the Church in the year
1009 by the despoiler of the holy places, Hakim.
Radical changes, the traces of which remain at
present, also took place under the crusaders in the
year 1130. During the eleventh to twelfth centuries
the piece of excavated stone, at which the Savior
had prayed on the night of His betrayal
disappeared from Jerusalem. This piece of stone
had been in the Gethsemane basilica from the sixth
century.
But in spite of the destruction and the changes, the
overall original cruciform (cross-shaped) plan of
the church has been preserved. At the entrance to
the church along the sides of the iron gates stand
four marble columns. To enter the church, it is
necessary to go down a stairway of 48 steps. At
the 23rd step on the right side is a chapel in honor
of the holy Ancestors-of-God Joachim and Anna
together with their graves, and on the left side
opposite, the chapel of Saint Joseph the Betrothed
with his grave. The right chapel belongs to the
Orthodox Church, and the left to the Armenian
Church (since 1814).
The church of the Dormition of the Theotokos has
the following dimensions: in length it is 48 arshin,
and in breadth 8 arshin [1 arshin = 28 inches]. At
an earlier time the church had also windows beside
the doors. The whole temple was adorned with a
multitude of lampadas and offerings. Two small
entrances lead into the burial-chamber of the
Mother of God. One enters through the western
doors, and exits at the northern doors. The burialchamber of the All-Pure Virgin Mary is veiled
with precious curtains. The burial place was hewn
out of stone in the manner of the ancient Jewish
graves and is very similar to the Sepulchre of the
Lord. Beyond the burial-chamber is the altar of
the church, in which Divine Liturgy is celebrated
each day in the Greek language.
The olive woods on the eastern and northern sides
of the temple was acquired from the Turks by the
Orthodox during the seventh and eighth centuries.
The Catholics acquired the olive
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woods on the east and south sides in 1803, and the
Armenians on the west side in 1821.
On August 12, at Little Gethsemane, at the second
hour of the night, the head of the Gethsemane
church celebrates Divine Liturgy. With the end of
Liturgy, at the fourth hour of the morning, he serves
a short Molieben before the resplendent burial
shroud, lifts it in his hands and solemnly carries it
beyond the church to Gethsemane proper where the
holy sepulchre of the Mother of God is situated. All
the members of the Russian Spiritual Mission in
Jerusalem, with the head of the Mission presiding,
participate each year in the procession (called the
“Litania”) with the holy burial shroud of the Mother
of God.
The rite of the Burial of the Mother of God at
Gethsemane begins customarily on the morning of
August 14. A multitude of people with hierarchs
and clergy at the head set off from the Jerusalem
Patriarchate (nearby the Church of the Resurrection
of Christ) in sorrowful procession. Along the narrow
alley-ways of the Holy City the funeral procession
makes its way to Gethsemane. Toward the front of
the procession an icon of the Dormition of the Most
Holy Theotokos is carried. Along the way, pilgrims
meet the icon, kissing the image of the All-Pure
Virgin Mary and lift children of various ages to the
icon. After the clergy, in two rows walk the blackrobed monks and nuns of the Holy City: Greeks,
Roumanians, Arabs, Russians. The procession,
going along for about two hours, concludes with
Lamentations at the Gethsemane church. In front
the altar, beyond the burial chamber of the Mother
of God, is a raised-up spot, upon which rests the
burial shroud of the Most Holy Mother of God
among fragrant flowers and myrtle, with precious
coverings.
“O marvelous wonder! The Fount of Life is placed
in the grave, and the grave doth become the ladder
to Heaven...” Here at the grave of the All-Pure
Virgin, these words strike deep with their original
sense and grief is dispelled by joy: “Hail, Full of
Grace, the Lord is with Thee, granting the world,
through Thee, great mercy!”
Numerous pilgrims, having kissed the icon of the
Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos, following
an ancient custom, then stoop down and go beneath
it.
Con’t Pg 12
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On the day of the Leave-taking of the feast (August
23), another solemn procession is made. On the
return path, the holy burial shroud is carried by
clergy led by the Archimandrite of Gethsemane.
There is an article in the “Journal of the Moscow
Patriarchate”, 1979, No. 3 regarding the rite of the
litany and Feast of the Dormition of the Mother of
God in the Holy Land.
Today flowers are blessed in church, and people
keep them in their homes. During times of family
strife or illness, the flower petals are placed in the
censer with the incense, and the whole house is
censed. See the Prayer at the Sanctification of any
Fragrant Herbage.

Metropolitan Tikhon addresses tragic
El Paso and Dayton shootings
In a message posted to social media yesterday,
His Beatitude, Metropolitan Tikhon issued the
following statement in response to the tragic
shootings in El Paso, Texas and Dayton, Ohio.
Once again we awaken to learn of yet more
senseless loss of life due to gun violence. This
morning we are reading of a mass shooting in
Dayton, Ohio, and yesterday in El Paso, Texas.
Last evening there also was loss of precious life
due to gun violence in Chicago, New York, and
Detroit.
We entreat our all merciful Lord to send his
mercy on the victims and their families, on the
first responders, on all who have suffered
because of gun violence, wherever that may be.
I reiterate the message I wrote to President
Trump last February: With increasing frequency
we are confronted in our cities, towns, and
neighborhoods by evil, conflict, sorrow,
ignominy, and death. As Orthodox Christians,
we understand that these are realities of human
existence, and our communities are committed
to maintaining the sanctity of all life through our
efforts to reach out and minister to all, to bring
healing, and to instill peace. But we also require
the active contribution of our civil authorities in
stemming the onslaught of tragedy that faces our
nation.
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May our Lord Jesus Christ continue to look
favorably upon prayers and grant His peace and
wisdom to all who struggle to make sense of the
world in which we live. Lord have mercy.

Matthew 14:14-22 (Gospel)
And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude;
and He was moved with compassion for them, and
healed their sick. When it was evening, His disciples came to Him, saying, “This is a deserted place,
and the hour is already late. Send the multitudes
away, that they may go into the villages and buy
themselves food.” But Jesus said to them, “They do
not need to go away. You give them something to
eat.” And they said to Him, “We have here only five
loaves and two fish.” He said, “Bring them here to
Me.” Then He commanded the multitudes to sit
down on the grass. And He took the five loaves and
the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed
and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples; and
the disciples gave to the multitudes. So they all ate
and were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full
of the fragments that remained. Now those who had
eaten were about five thousand men, besides women and children. Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other
side, while He sent the multitudes away.

1 Corinthians 1:10-18 (Epistle)
Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing,
and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be perfectly joined together in the same mind
and in the same judgment. For it has been declared
to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of
Chloe’s household, that there are contentions
among you. Now I say this, that each of you says,
“I am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of
Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” Is Christ divided?
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized
in the name of Paul? I thank God that I baptized
none of you except Crispus and Gaius, lest anyone
should say that I had baptized in my own name.
Yes, I also baptized the household of Stephanas.
Besides, I do not know whether I baptized any
other. For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to
preach the gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest
the cross of Christ should be made of no effect. For
the message of the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
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Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28 (Gospel,
Theotokos, Dormition )
Now it happened as they went that He entered a
certain village; and a certain woman named Martha
welcomed Him into her house. And she had a sister
called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard
His word. But Martha was distracted with much
serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord,
do You not care that my sister has left me to serve
alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” And Jesus
answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are
worried and troubled about many things. But one
thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part,
which will not be taken away from her.” And it
happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain
woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to
Him, “Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the
breasts which nursed You!” But He said, “More
than that, blessed are those who hear the word of
God and keep it!”

Philippians 2:5-11 (Epistle, Theotokos,
Dormition)
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with God, but
made Himself of no reputation, taking the form
of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of
men. And being found in appearance as a man,
He humbled Himself and became obedient to the
point of death, even the death of the cross.
Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and
given Him the name which is above every name,
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of
those under the earth, and that every tongue
should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father.

Finishing the List for Now
Here are ten more things to add to the list of
concrete things families can do to make the
invisible God visible in family home life.
21) Read the daily life of a saint. One source
for this can be found on the OCA web
page. It most cases it doesn’t take too long
to read.
110 E Main Street, Marblehead, OH 43440
www.holyassumptionmarblehead.org

Finishing the List for Now
Here are ten more things to add to the list of concrete
things families can do to make the invisible God
visible in family home life.
21) Read the daily life of a saint. One source for
this can be found on the OCA web page. It most
cases it doesn’t take too long to read.
22) Go out for a family lunch/dinner with a family
neighbor every three months.
23) Kids do the chores that you are given to do by
your parents.
24) Have a family meal at least three times a week
without tv or social media apps.
25) Parents let you kids have fun when you watch
them at a soccer, football, or whatever game.
Don’t take it so seriously.
26) Parents and kids, make a list of people who
don’t like you and pray for them when you a
light a candle at church.
27) Parents, when talking about hot button items in
the home (i.e. sex, violence, drugs etc.) listen
and ask your kids for examples when they speak
to you. Don’t assume you are on the same page
with the words you use.
28)Pick one topic every two months you can
discuss with your kids where they can learn how
to show love and acceptance towards people
who have different values without
compromising the Orthodox Faith. This is a
toughie.
29) Have the family meet to discuss some conflicts
when they arise that can involve the whole
family in resolving the concerns (i.e. when rules
seem unfairly applied).
30) Parents help your children to say a short prayer
throughout the day to help them stay focused.
(i.e. it can be the Jesus prayer, or a short line
from the Psalms).
I think there are more things that can added to this
list. But these 30 items are more than enough to show
how parents can make the invisible God visible to
their kids in daily family life.
The Blessing of the Lord be upon you.
The unworthy +Paul
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