Matthew 2:13-23 (Gospel, Sunday After)
Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the
young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there
until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child
to destroy Him.” When he arose, he took the young Child
and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, and was
there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying,
“Out of Egypt I called My Son.” Then Herod, when he saw
that he was deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly
angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male
children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts,
from two years old and under, according to the time which
he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled
what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: “A
voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, weeping, and great
mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, refusing to be
comforted, because they are no more.” Now when Herod
was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream
to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Arise, take the young Child
and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who
sought the young Child’s life are dead.” Then he arose,
took the young Child and His mother, and came into the
land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was
reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was
afraid to go there. And being warned by God in a dream, he
turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he came and
dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophets, “He shall be called a
Nazarene.”

Galatians 1:11-19 (Epistle, Sunday After)
But I make known to you, brethren, that the
gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. For I neither received it from man,
nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard of my
former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the
church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in Judaism beyond many
of my contemporaries in my own nation, being
more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my
fathers. But when it pleased God, who separated
me from my mother’s womb and called me
through His grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I
might preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not
immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor did
I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles
before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned
again to Damascus. Then after three years I went
up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with
him fifteen days. But I saw none of the other
apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.

DANBURY FOOD PANTRY - JANUARY
Suggested donation of Tuna (and other nonperishable goods) will be collected through January
13.
January donations will be delivered to the food
pantry Thursday January 17.

PREPARATION FOR THE BLESSING OF HOMES
Before the Priest arrives at your home, here are a few reminders on how to prepare:
• In the main room of the home, usually the kitchen or dining room, have placed on the table a white cloth, a
candle and /or an Icon or cross. You may place a small container of Holy Water on the table. (Note: Father
will be bringing his own.)
• Make a list of those living in the house including pets and all deceased you want prayed for.
• Turn off all TV’s, radios, computers, etc. So as to keep focused on the blessing service.
• Make sure that pets are heeled or restrained so as not to get underfoot while Father goes through the home.
• In some customs, someone (usually a child) takes a candle and leads Father through the house while the rest
follow.
• If you have any items to be blessed (Icon, Cross, etc.). Put them on the table where the blessing will take
place.
• When the priest arrives, have everyone in the home gather around the table and join in the blessing. PARTICIPATION IS IMPORTANT.
• Invite friends or neighbors to participate and witness the beauty of this tradition.
NOTE: Remember, the invitation to the priest to come and bless your home is an invitation to ask for the
mercy of God upon the household. The sprinkling of the Holy Water is a sign of God’s presence in the
home as an extension of His Holy House, the Church. It is a time to renew our commitment to God as we
begin another year in His mercy and love for mankind.
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Songs of Praise: A Psalter Devotional for
Orthodox Women - by Sylvia Leontaritis
(Review by T. Ellmore)
The Psalms of the Holy
King and Prophet David are
poems and songs that speak
to the frailty of human life
in all of its joys, sorrows,
successes and failures.
Songs of Praise:
A Psalter Devotional for
Orthodox Women by Sylvia
Leontaritis uses the Psalter,
divided into 20 Kathismata,
to guide the reader
through thoughtful prayer
and reflection.
The cover invites you in with its calming florals and
pastels. Already your soul breathes in with anticipation
of meeting Him Who inspired the words. The carefully
chosen subtle floral designs continue inside the book. You
almost can smell their sweet scent. Care and consideration
of the reader is found in each and every page, down to the
flourishes beside the page numbers.
In each Kathisma, margins are wide allowing room to jot
a prayer, a name or a thought along side of a Psalm’s
verse, which is helpfully numbered. At the end of each
Kathisma, Mrs. Leontaritis includes a heartfelt devotion
to inspire reflection, followed by four blank pages for the
reader to dialogue with the Psalms or essay in any way
the Lord leads.
Some of the reflections are hard hitting, such as “The
Pharisee in Me,” and “Unsocial Media.” In “My Beautiful
Mess” the issues of multi-tasking, distractions and
reprioritizing are discussed. Contemporary issues are
brought to the forefront and addressed with gentleness
and firmness.
Since being received into the Holy Orthodox Church 14
years ago, I have longed for a devotional written
specifically with women in mind. Songs of Praise does
not disappoint. Everything about this book is wonderful.
Mrs. Leontaritis opens her heart, invites you in for a cup
of tea and talks with you and God. Won’t you join her
(and me)?
NB: Ancient Faith Publishing gifted me a copy of this
book in exchange for my honest review.

Pledge Cards
Due Back today! Thank you!
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THE KILLING OF CHILDREN
On the Sunday after Christmas the usual designated
Gospel lesson is Matthew 2:13-23, a continuation of the
story of the birth of Christ according to the Gospel of
Matthew. This Gospel lesson reports Jesus’ escape to
Egypt, the killing of the children by Herod and Jesus’
coming to Nazareth. On this day we also remember three
persons of Christ’s family: His ancestor David, His
earthly father, St. Joseph, and His brother James the
Apostle who, according to tradition, was Joseph’s son
by a former marriage.
Think of a time you suffered an unfair insult, harm or
loss of something. How do you react when criticized,
slandered or injured, totally without cause as it seems
to you.? That kind of experience gives an existential
glimpse of one of the greatest theological and
philosophical problems there is: the problem of innocent
suffering. It is the main theme of the Book of Job: why
do the innocent righteous suffer while sinners seem to
prosper? The intellectual Ivan in Dostoyevsky’s
Brothers Karamazov thought that his atheism was
justified because he could not rationally explain what
to him was the number one human problem. How could
God allow undeserved suffering, especially the cruel
suffering of innocent children.
We know that in every age, including our own, innocent
suffering scars the lives of too many people. Children
are physically and mentally abused by unstable parents
and guardians. The elderly are bodily and
psychologically mistreated by insensitive and
sometimes selfish children, relatives and others. Persons
innocently suffer because of crime, war and other
circumstances completely beyond their control. The
voice of the righteous Job, representing all the voices
of innocent sufferers, rises up to heaven and asks: Why?
FOR CHRISTIANS THE MOST EFFECTIVE
ANSWER IS THE EXAMPLE OF CHRIST.
CHRIST’S ANSWER WAS NOT A THEORETICAL
ONE BUT IT INVOLVED HIS WHOLE LIFE. Jesus
was the most innocent person who has ever lived.
“Which of you can convict me of sin?” (Jn 8:46) He
asked. Christ possessed nothing but love and truth. Yet
He suffered cruel persecution, torture and a shameful
death on the cross. The burden of the world’s sin
crushed His human body–-He became a “curse” and
“Sin” for us. Gal. 3:13 & 2 Cor. 5:21) He emptied
Himself of His divine glory taking the form of a servant.
He came to serve, not to be served. He reached out to
all with wisdom, healing, forgiveness and love. But
many reacted to Him with slander, rejection and
murderous hatred. Jesus’ suffering began from the
earliest days of His birth when the cruel and possibly
psychotic Herod tried to destry Christ but instead took
out his rage on the innocent children of the Bethlehem
area.
Rectory 419-798-4591 / Cell 570-212-8747
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Emotions and Worship
If there is any criticism we get from non-Orthodox
Christians (and on occasion from some Orthodox
Christians as well), it is that we seem so stoic in worship;
there is no spontaneity in our liturgy. We read from a book
when we celebrate a service and we read from the same
book, week after week. We sing from prepared texts
according to a tonal system that all Orthodox churches
throughout the world observe. Our services, some claim,
can be so boring.
How does one respond to this in the age of the Sesame
Street Culture that shapes the view of so many in today’s
world? I can first respond by saying emotions are
deceptive. What one “feels” does not always define reality
and truth. Healthy habits in life are never learned or defined
by emotions. Habits are behaviors. If we are ruled by our
emotions, we will never stand on solid ground when it
comes to anything in life.
When it comes to worship, we begin with something
earthly, which we aim to transform into something
heavenly, something “not of this world.” We seek to
encounter God the Father, through His Son Jesus Christ,
in the power of the Holy Spirit. The idea that this is a “fun
thing to do” just doesn’t make sense. Look at the many
people in the Old and New Testaments who encountered
God; it wasn’t always, nor necessarily, fun. They fell flat
on their faces in awe, in fear and trembling, transcending
worldly notions of “fun”, and yet found something
marvelous to ponder: “Lord it is good for us to here.”
So we don’t sing hymns designed primarily to stimulate
our emotions. Our clergy read the petitions of the liturgy
in a monotone chant. They do not get theatrical and
emotional as they read the petitions. If they did, we would
be comparing priest-to-priest and choir-to-choir. We would
begin to define our experience of Church by which priest
or choir made us feel best about ourselves when the service
was over. Church would quickly become a personality cult
and we would never encounter anything beyond an
emotionally driven experience.
The more I think about this, the more I see the need to write
more. So I will continue with this topic next week. I need
to speak more on how we might view our emotions in
worship. We are not robots.
As we complete the remainder the Advent Fast, let us look
ahead in joyful anticipation to the celebration of the Lord’s
Nativity. Let us go to the manger and cave in Bethlehem
to encounter the newborn child — Who is God become
man, and Who comes to makes us whole.
The Lord’s blessing be upon you,
The unworthy +Paul

DECEMBER
2
9
16
23
30

Cleaners
Laura
Joe & Sonya
Sandy
Wayne
Matthew A.

Readers
Wayne
Wayne
Tim
Natalie
Ron

Social
NO SOCIAL
Stephanie K
Rachel A
Jean H
Fr. Andrew

Note: The reader for Jan.6 will be Tim. There is
no one signed up for social on that day. The
new sheet is in basement of the church

January
Cleaners
6
13
20
27

Readers
Tim

Social
Open

THE PROBLEM OF INNOCENT SUFFERING
The problem of human suffering is a universal one. Most
painful is innocent suffering such as the killing of the
children of Herod. How historically accurate this report
is or how many children were actually killed does not
really matter as much as the fact that the pages of history
are filled with the killings of innocent persons, families
and entire communities. Even in our own century there
have been wholesale genocides as in the case of the Jews
in Germany and the Armenians in their native land.
Millions of innocent people, including children, were
killed as a result of World War II which was initiated by
a nation that was thought to be the most civilized in the
world. What kind of commentary on the dark side of
human nature is this record of history? What of the
unimaginable toll of mental and emotional suffering? Why
man’s inhumanity to man?
St John Chrysostem in Homily 9 of his commentary on
the Gospel of Matthew gives the following answers to the
problem of innocent suffering in the case of the killing of
the children by Herod.
*God knew about this tragedy before it happened as
Jeremiah’s prophecy shows.
*God knew and permitted, but did not cause, this tragedy.
*Herod, blinded by cruelty, was responsible for the
murder of the children.
*The children were without sin, completely innocent, and
they received their reward as martyrs in heaven.
*There are also other reasons which we do not know and
ought to leave to God.
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CHRISTMAS EVE PICTURE GALLERY

HAPPENING'S AT ST. ST JOE’S
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Sunday December 30 at 3:00pm - Come & celebrate
the season “A Christmas Concert”. St. Joe’s Choir
under the direction of Ronald Ossovicki.
There will be 125 – 150 cast and crew members of the
Cleveland Performing Arts Ministries coming to St.
Joseph, Marblehead in March. There will be 3 shows:
Friday, March 29 @ 7 pm
Saturday, March 30 @ 7 pm
Sunday, March 31 @ 1 pm
All take place in the church.
Come see the vivid musical passion play, “THE
TETELESTAI” here in Marblehead.
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