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EPISTLE: 1 Cor 1:10-18  
 

Brethren: Now I plead with you, by the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the 

same thing, and that there be no divisions 

among you, but that you be perfectly joined 

together in the same mind and in the same 

judgment. For it has been declared to me 

concerning you, my brethren, by those of 

Chloe’s household, that there are contentions 

among you. Now I say this, that each of you 

says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I 

am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” Is Christ 

divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were 

you baptized in the name of Paul? I thank God 

that I baptized none of you except Crispus and 

Gaius, lest anyone should say that I had 

baptized in my own name. Yes, I also baptized 

the household of Stephanas. Besides, I do not 

know whether I baptized any other. For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel, not 

with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of no effect. For the message of the cross 

is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

 

 

Christ feeds the five thousand  
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EPISTLE: Philippians 3:7-14  

Brethren: What things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for Christ. Yet indeed I also count all 

things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the 

loss of all things, and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ, and be found in Him, not having 

my own righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the 

righteousness which is from God by faith; that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and 

the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death, if, by any means, I may attain to the 

resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, 

that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me. Brethren, I do not count 

myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching 

forward to those things which are ahead,  I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God 

in Christ Jesus. 

GOSPEL: Mt 14:14-22  

At that time, Jesus saw a great multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them, and healed 

their sick. When it was evening, His disciples came to Him, saying, “This is a deserted place, and the 

hour is already late. Send the multitudes away, that they may go into the villages and buy themselves 

food.” But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” And they 

said to Him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.” He said, “Bring them here to Me.” Then He 

commanded the multitudes to sit down on the grass. And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and 

looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave 

to the multitudes. So, they all ate and were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments 

that remained. Now those who had eaten were about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

Immediately Jesus made His disciples get into the boat and go before Him to the other side, while He 

sent the multitudes away. 

GOSPEL: Mark 10:29-31, 42-45  
 

At that time Jesus said, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters 

or father or mother or wife or children or lands, for My sake and the gospel’s, who shall not receive a 

hundredfold now in this time – houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, 

with persecutions – and in the age to come, eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last 

first.” But Jesus called them to Himself and said to them, “You know that those who are considered 

rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. Yet it shall 

not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you shall be your servant. And 

whoever of you desires to be first shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 

but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 

 

 



________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Jim Kovach, 382 South Church Road, Marblehead, OH 43440; Tina Rindfleisch & 
Tony Monastra, 2119 Willow Cove Marblehead, OH 43440; Greg Twarek, 117 Lucien 

Drive, Marblehead, OH 43440 Patti Owens, 311 Woodbridge Road Vermilion, OH 44089; Irene 
Vangeloff, 3580 Shaw Ave., Apt. 305, Cincinnati, OH 45208 Tel.: (513) 376-9693 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PRAYER LIST 
 

Parishioners & Family: Subdeacon Roger Pinta / Donna Schoonmaker / Bryan Gibson  / Tom 
Sitzler / Valerie Schutt / Hayden Issler / Roger Pinta Jr. / Richard Williams / Christine Twarek / Tony 
Monastra / Alvin Foland / Delaine Ward (Ron Royhab’s sister) / Nikki and her unborn baby / Kristen 
Cassell / Laura DeKemper / Tom Hileman / Cliff & Kathy Ruggles / Sandra / Renee Haynal / Sharon 
Shaheen (Patti Owen’s sister) / Heidi Golob / Ron & Bobbie Royhab /Rodney Clevenger / Jennifer 
Heffernan / Pam / Jim Twarek / Ed Garrity / Patti Owens / Barbara Wroblewski / Michal Tomáš / 
Helena Tomášová / Ruth Sheller / Carol / David Martin / Fred Soski / Irene Vangeloff / Sonja Rose / 
James Bargdill / Carole Conaway/ Gary Conaway / Sharon Dietrich / Michael Glovinsky / Shirley Gresh 
/ Betty Kovach / Child Stella Miller / William Pipenur / Helen Jean Rofkar / George Royhab / Marianne 
Royhab / Kathy Jacob / the child Bodhi Cassell / Gleice, Sophie & Chloe / Carol / Nora.  
 

Other Requests: Peggy / Becky / Ella / Tom Virostek / Bob Stephenson / Jim Rinaldo / Roy / Greg 
/ Patty Wandover / Russ M. / Suzeann / Laura Engler / Robin (Niece of Kathy Ruggles)  / Catechumen 
Sessely / Catechumen Daniel / Catechumen Adam / Catechumen Joshua / Catechumen Stephanie / 
Catechumen Max / Catechumen Michael / Catechumen Sharon / Steve Rohweder / Nicole Williams / 
John Couture / Ann Turinsky / Marcia / Catechumen Blake Shoemaker / Linkoln Paull / Matushka 
Melania / Sharyn Osborne / Amy / Bill Byrnes / Susanne / Charles Schlett / Kathy Debevits / Anthony 
/ Archpriest Ján Čižmár / Archpriest David Lis / Archpriest Emilian Hutnyan / Archpriest John 
Adamcio / Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan / Donald Gresh / Mark Ludvik / Robert Piznar / William / Rick 
Rowe / Chris.  
 

Military: Craig Cassell / Jake Ellithorpe / Jordon Fulton / Justin Issler / Tikhon / Nicholas / & All 
Military 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK  
 

MON. Jul 27 Greatmartyr and Healer Panteleimon; 1 Cor 11:3-12:6, Mt 18:1-11 
 

TUE. Jul 28 Holy Apostles Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, and Parmenas;  
1 Cor 12:12-26, Mt 18:18-22, 19:1-2, 13-15 

 

WED. Jul 29 Martyr Callinicus of Gangra; 1 Cor 13:4-14:5, Mt 20:1-16 
 

THU. Jul 30 Apostle Silas of the Seventy; 1 Cor 14:6-19, Mt 20:17-28 
 

FRI. Jul 31  Righteous Joseph of Arimathea; 1 Cor 14:26-40, Mt 21:12-14, 17-20 
 

SAT.  Aug 1  Procession of the Life-Giving Cross; Rom 14:6-9, Mt 15:32-39 
 

4:00 PM VESPERS  
 

SUN. Aug 2   9th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, Tone 8 
 

9:10 AM HOURS 
9:30 AM  DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Coffee Hour  



JULY REPOSED 

 

Mary Danchisen (1927) No date provided; Michael Wolf (1929) No date provided; 
Triantafilos Lefas (1995) No date provided; 2- John Danchisen (2009); 6- Anna 
Mazur (1969); 6- Joseph Golob Jr (2006); 7- Mary Martha Glovinsky (1975); 9- 

Andrew Holodnak (1971); 10- Gretta Gresh (2018); 14- John Gulla (1968); 20- Mitered Archpriest Sava 
Chaly (1991) Former Pastor; 21- Anna Mazurik (1973); 27- Father Vladimir Meschersky (1937) Former 
Pastor; 29- Sally Franklin (2018); 29- Robert Zgonc (2018); 29- Charles Hagmaier (2018) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VIGILS FOR July 19 
 

Bundren Family 1 Special Intentions 
 

Laura Kovach 3 For health and/or healing of Matushka Michelle, Jim, Bob C., 
Paul W., Robin L., Margi & Joe, Heidi & Wayne G., Lindsay & Janet, Jerry Z., Patti 

O., Deb F., Tony M., Russ M, Burt K., Bobbie & Ron R., Peggy S., Brenda T., Betty K., Margaret M., 
Mark M., Dana M., Bodi C. 
Baptism blessings for Rowan Christine 
Safe travels for our family and for Stephanie Kowal & Ryan, Natalia, and Sebastian Stamp 
 

Sandy Martin 1 Special Intentions 
 

Natalie Twarek 10 God's blessings for newly baptized Rowan Christine, Safe travels for Laura, Jim 
and family and for Ryan, Natalia & Sebastian and for Stephanie, and for Mike & Sharon,  In loving 
memory of mom(7/20/73),For the health of Mimi,  For the health of Nikki and unborn baby, For God's 
guidance for Mia,  For the health of Fr Peter & Matushka Michelle, For the health of Fr John & Matushka 
Melania, For the health and recovery of   Rodney, Jim, Mike, Tom, Mary, Ken, Bob, Richard, Patty, 
Patti, Laura, Kathy & Cliff, Irene,  Ron & Bobbie, Betty, Kayla,  Heidi, Wayne, Peggy & Becky, Marcia,  
Health and healing for Father’s parents Michal & Helena and Matushka’s mom Barbara & Walter, For 
the health of  Nick & family, Elaine, Christine, Jen, Father David, Carole, Gary, Sharon, Sonya, Margi 
& Joe, MaryAnn & Bob, Bodhi, Stella, Jake, Pat, Special Intentions 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ATTENDANCE  
 

06/18 Vespers, 17 attending (1 guest); 06/19 Divine Liturgy, 38 attending (7 guests) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
READERS LIST  
 

Sunday July 26 – Tim 
Sunday Aug 12 – Joe 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
JULY CANDLE SPONSORS  
 

Altar Candles: Fr. Peter and Mat. Michelle, For Health and God’s Blessings for Barbara 
Wroblewski, and Michal & Helena Tomáš; ($50); Chandelier: Mike & Sharon Cole, In honor 
of Melanie's upcoming marriage ($50); Eternal Light & Icon Screen: Jean Hileman, God’s 

Blessings for Justin and his deployment; Mike & Sharon Cole, For Jaclyn and Connor ($25); Candles 
at the Cross: Laura Kovach, In birthday memory of Susan; Mike & Sharon Cole, for Hank ($20); 
Candles at St. Tikhon Icon: Available ($20) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

JULY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES   
 

27 – Greg & Natalie Twarek Anniversary (52); 30 – Tim & Jennifer Heffernan 
Anniversary (15) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



CLEANING SCHEDULE    
 

July 27, Laura 
Aug 3, Greg 
Aug 10, Tina 
Aug 17, Roddie & David 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
SUNDAY OFFERING 
 

Sunday, July 19, 2026 

   Tithe     $1,352.00 

Donations    $   165.00  

Candles    $     85.00 

    Vigils     $     85.00 

Building Restoration Fund  $1,160.00 

Bookstore    $   150.87 

Total:                $2,997.87 
 

May the Lord reward you for your financial and spiritual support! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHARITY OF THE MONTH  
 

“Lighthouse Sober Living” is the charity we donate to for the month of July. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
UP-COMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH – MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

Aug 1st –  Dormition Fast starts (Saturday) 
 

Aug 3rd –  Baking Day – 8:00 AM (Monday) 
 

Aug 6th –  Transfiguration of Our Lord – Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM (Thursday) 
 

Aug 15th –  Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos – Vesperal Divine Liturgy 6:00 PM (Friday) 
 

Aug 16th –  69th Halupki Festival –11:30 am - 7:00 pm (Sunday) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

MARKET DAY! 
 

Our sincere thanks are extended to Greg, Tina, Natalie, Dan & Sessely, Sue, Tim, 
Stephanie, Joe and Matushka Michelle who helped with our Market Day yesterday, July 
25th. The gross income from the sale was $3,379.27. May Our Lord reward you all 
abundantly for your time and energy with good health, peace, and happiness!  

Our next Market Day will take place on Saturday, August 8th starting with set up at 8:00 AM. We will 
have perohi, kielbasa and kraut, spanakopita, and a large variety of baked goods. Your help is needed 
and greatly appreciated! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR LIST 

 

July 26 - Jean & Tina 
Aug 2 - Josh & Stephanie Bundren 
Aug. 9 - Available 
Aud 16 -  69th Annual Festival 

 

Please sign up to host coffee hour. Signup sheet is located in the Social Hall 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



FISH FRY AT ST. MARY’S CHURCH 
 

Lake Erie perch, cod, shrimp and chicken tender dinners are back for the summer at St. 
Mary Byzantine Catholic Church on Friday, August 14 from 4 - 7 p.m. Proceeds benefit 
St. Mary Marblehead Building Fund. For questions, contact Susan Gallagher at 419-

626-0375. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

69th ANNUAL HALUPKI FESTIVAL 
 

We have more Festival Raffle tickets available.  If you need more tickets, please 
see Natalie. Thank you in advance for your help! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ANNUAL PEACH FESTIVAL 
 

The Annual Peach Festival will take place at St. Paul Lutheran Church on Saturday, 
August 8th from 4:00 – 6:30 pm, at 541 S. Church Rd., Marblehead, OH in fellowship hall. They will 
be featuring craft and bake sale tables, classic cars, hot rods and tractors, flea market and live music in 
addition to their traditional menu of delicious homemade items, desserts, ice cream and of course… 
locally grown PEACHES!!!For more information contact Linda Mahler at 419-341-4147, Jean Rhodes 
at 440-739-0579, or the church office at 419-734-1662. See the flyer on the bulletin board!  
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Repose of Saint Jacob Netsvetov, Enlightener of the Peoples of Alaska 
Commemorated on July 26   
 

Father Jacob (Netsvetov) of Alaska was born of pious parents in 1802 on Atka Island, 
Alaska. His father, Yegor Vasil’evich Netsvetov was a Russian from Tobolsk. His 
mother, Maria Alekseevna, was an Aleut from Atka island. Yegor and Maria had four 
children who survived infancy; Jacob was the first born, followed by Osip (Joseph), 
Elena, and Antony. Yegor and Maria were devoted to their children and, though of 

meager means, did all they could to provide them with the education which would help them in this life 
as well as in the life to come. Osip and Antony were eventually able to study at the Saint Petersburg 
Naval Academy in Russia, becoming a naval officer and a shipbuilder, respectively. Their sister, Elena, 
married a successful and respected clerk for the Russian-American Company. But Jacob yearned for a 
different kind of success, a success that the world might consider failure for “the righteous live forever, 
their reward is with the Lord” (Wis. Sol. 5:15). And so, when the family moved to Irkutsk in 1823, Jacob 
enrolled in the Irkutsk Theological Seminary and placed all his hope in Christ by seeking first the 
Kingdom of God (Mt. 6:33). 
 

Jacob was tonsured as a Subdeacon on October 1, 1825. He married a Russian woman (perhaps also a 
Creole) named Anna Simeonovna, and in 1826 graduated from the Seminary with certificates in history 
and theology. On October 31, 1826, he was ordained to the Holy Diaconate and assigned to serve the 
altar of the Holy Trinity-Saint Peter Church in Irkutsk. Two years later, on March 4, 1828, Archbishop 
Michael, who had earlier ordained Father John Veniaminov (Saint Innocent), elevated the godly deacon 
Jacob to the Holy Priesthood. This, however, was no ordinary ordination. As if he were a new Patrick, 
hearing the mystical call of his distant flock, Father Jacob yearned to return to his native Alaska. And 
the all-good God, who “satisfies the longing soul and fills the hungry soul with goodness” (Ps.107:9) 
heard the prayer of his servant. 
 

Archbishop Michael provided Father Jacob with two antimensia: one for the new Church which would 
be dedicated to the glory of God in honor of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker in Atka, and one to be 
used for missionary activity. On May 1, 1828 a molieben for travelers was served, and Father Jacob, his 
father, Yegor, (now tonsured as reader for the Atka Church), and his matushka, Anna, set out for Alaska. 
Who can tell of the perils and trials associated with such a journey? Travel in those days was never easy, 
either overland or over the waves of the sea. Nevertheless, aided by prayer and confidence in God’s 

https://images.oca.org/icons/lg/july/0726jacobofalaska.jpg


providence, the Netsvetov family arrived safely in Atka over a year later, on June 15, 1829. The new 
assignment for the newly-ordained Father Jacob would also prove to be quite a challenge. The Atka 
“parish” comprised a territory stretching for nearly 2,000 miles and included Amchitka, Attu, Copper, 
Bering and Kurile Islands. But this did not deter the godly young priest, for when he was clothed in the 
garments of the Priesthood, he was found to be “clad with zeal as a cloak’ (Is. 59:17), and so he threw 
himself wholly into his sacred ministry. His deep love for God and for his flock was evident in everything 
that he did. Both in Atka and in the distant villages and settlements which he visited, Father Jacob 
offered himself as a “living sacrifice” (Rom 12:1). Having “no worry about his life” (Mt. 6:25 ff), the holy 
one endured manifold tortures of cold, wet, wind, illness, hunger and exhaustion, for to him life was 
Christ (Phil 1:21). Showing himself as a “rule of faith,” his example brought his people to a deep 
commitment to their own salvation. Being fully bilingual and bicultural, Father Jacob was uniquely 
blessed by God to care for the souls of his fellow Alaskans. 
 

When he arrived in Atka, the Church of Saint Nicholas had not yet been built. So, with his own hands 
Father Jacob constructed a large tent (Acts 18:3) in which he conducted the services. For Father Jacob 
the services of the Church were life: life for his people and life for himself. It was in the worship of God 
that he found both strength and joy. Later he would transport this tent with him on his missionary 
journeys, and like Moses in the wilderness, the grace of God was found wherever this tent was taken 
(Num 4:1 ff; 10:17 ff). 
 

When his first six months had ended (end of 1829), Father Jacob recorded that he had baptized 16, 
chrismated 442, married 53 couples, and buried 8. 
 

Once the church was constructed, Father Jacob turned his attention to the building of a school in which 
the children would learn to read and write both Russian and Unangan Aleut. The Russian American 
Company provided some of the support initially, with the students providing the remainder. This 
continued until 1841, when it was reorganized as a parish school and ties with the company ceased. 
Father Jacob proved to be a talented educator and translator whose students became distinguished 
Aleut leaders in the next generation. 
 

Father Netsvetov led an active physical and intellectual life, hunting and gathering for his own 
subsistence needs, preparing specimens of fish and marine animals for the natural history museums of 
Moscow and Saint Petersburg, corresponding with Saint Innocent (Veniaminov) on matters of 
linguistics and translations. He labored over the creation of an adequate alphabet for the Unangan-
Aleut language, and the translation of the Holy Scriptures and other appropriate literature into that 
language. Saint Innocent praised the young pastor for his holiness of life, his teaching, and for 
continuing this work of translating which he, himself, had begun earlier among the native peoples. After 
fifteen years of service, Father Jacob was awarded the Nabedrennik, Kamilavka, and Gold Cross. Later, 
he would be made Archpriest and receive the Order of Saint Anna. 
 

These ecclesiastical awards do not tell of the personal sufferings of this warrior for Christ. In March of 
1836, his precious wife, Anna, died of cancer; his home burned to the ground in July of 1836; and his 
dear father, Yegor, died of an undetermined illness in 1837. Who can utter the depth of sorrow felt by 
this God-pleaser? Yet he lifted up his voice with that ancient sufferer and cried, “shall we indeed accept 
good from God and shall we not accept adversity? In all this he did not sin with his lips” (Job 2:10). In 
his journal Father Jacob attributed all to “the Will of Him whose Providence and Will are inscrutable 
and whose actions toward men are incomprehensible.” He patiently endured hardships and sufferings 
like the Holy Apostle Paul. He saw in these misfortunes not a Victory by the hater of men’s souls (i.e. 
the devil) but a call from God to even greater spiritual struggles. With this in mind, Father Jacob 
petitioned his ruling bishop to return to Irkutsk in order to enter the monastic life. A year later, word 
reached him that permission was granted contingent upon the arrival of a replacement. None ever came. 
Instead, Bishop Innocent soon came to Atka and asked Father Jacob to accompany him on a voyage by 
ship to Kamchatka. Who can know the heavenly discourse enjoyed by these two lovers of Christ as they 
traveled over the waves? This, however, is clear, the holy archpastor was able to accomplish three things 



in Father Netsvetov. Firstly, he applied the healing salve of the Spirit with words of comfort; secondly, 
he dissuaded Father Jacob from entering the monastery; and thirdly, he revealed to the godly priest the 
true plan of the Savior for his life, that he ‘might preach (Christ) among the Gentiles” (Gal. 1: 16) deep 
in the Alaskan interior. Father Jacob continued to serve his far-flung flock of the Atka parish until 
December 30, 1844. A new zeal had taken hold of him, and it was then that Saint Innocent appointed 
him to head the new Kvikhpak Mission in order to bring the light of Christ to the people of the Yukon. 
Here, aided by two young Creole assistants, Innokentii Shayashnikov and Konstantin Lukin, together 
with his young nephew, Vasilii Netsvetov, Father Jacob “settled’ in the wilderness of Alaska. 
 

He learned new languages, embraced new peoples and cultures, devised another alphabet, built another 
church and Orthodox community, and for the next twenty years, until his health and eyesight failed, 
continued to be an evangelical beacon of the grace of God in southwestern Alaska. 
 

Establishing his headquarters in the Yup’ik Eskimo village of Ikogmiute (today’s ‘Russian Mission’) he 
traveled to native settlements hundreds of miles up and down Alaska’s longest river (the Yukon) as well 
as the Kuskokwim River region. At the insistence of Indian leaders, he traveled as far as the middle of 
the Innoko River baptizing hundreds of Indians from various, and often formerly hostile, tribes. 
“Behold how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity” (Ps 133:1). He built the 
first Christian temple in this region, and dedicated it to the feast of the Elevation of the Holy Cross. 
Here Father Jacob, in spite of failing health, joyfully celebrated the Church’s cycle of services, including 
all of the services prescribed for Holy Week and Pascha. 
 

Finally, in 1863, the evil One, who “walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (I 
Pet 5:8), sought one last time to get the better of the righteous one. So the devil, the father of lies, (John 
8:44), inspired an assistant of Father Jacob to level spurious and slanderous charges against his master. 
This resulted in a summons to Sitka, issued by Bishop Peter. The godly pastor was quickly cleared of all 
charges, but due to his ever-worsening health, he remained in Sitka for his final year serving a Tlingit 
chapel. He died on July 26, 1864 at the age of 60 and was buried on the third day at the entry of the 
chapel. During his final missionary travels in the Kuskokwim/Yukon delta region, he had baptized 1,320 
people—distinguishing himself as the evangelizer of the Yup’ik Eskimo and Athabascan Indian peoples. 
This brief history has recounted the basic chronology of the saint’s life and labors, but we must not 
neglect to relate his other deeds, that the light be not “hidden under a bushel” (Mt.5:15). In 1841, Father 
Jacob encountered a group of women from his flock in Amlia who had fallen victim to certain demonic 
influences and teachings. Blaming himself for the seduction and fall of his spiritual children by the evil 
one, he informed the leader among them that he was going to pay them a visit. 
 

Upon arriving, he found one of the women paralyzed, semi-conscious and unable to speak. He ordered 
that she be removed to another house apart, and on the next day when this was accomplished, he lit the 
lampada before the icons of the beautiful corner, vested himself in his priestly epitrachilion (stole), 
sprinkled holy water throughout the room, and began the first prayers of exorcism. He then left. 
 

During the night he was notified that the woman had begun to speak but incoherently. He came 
immediately to her and performed a second exorcism. This time, she sprang out of her bed and stood 
next to the saint, joined her prayer to his, and accompanied them with prostrations. When the prayers 
were finished, Father Jacob again sprinkled her with holy water and gave her the precious cross to kiss. 
She regained full consciousness, a state of health and true reason—that is, even the false teachings of 
the evil spirits had no more part in her. 
 

Once in November of 1845, Father Jacob was preaching in the village of Kalskag, where the local chief 
was also the head shaman. He spoke for all of the villagers and resisted the Word of God forcefully. But 
the saint, calm and full of the Holy Spirit, continued to sow the seeds of right belief and piety. After 
many hours, the chief fell silent and finally came to believe. The villagers, in solidarity with their leader, 
also joyously expressed their belief in the Triune God and sought Holy Baptism. 
 



Father Jacob was a physician of bodies as well as souls. He often cared for the sick among his flock even 
to his own detriment. During the winter of 1850-1851 the saint was himself ravaged with illness. Yet he 
cared for the sick and dispensed medicine to them every day. Father Jacob’s preaching often brought 
together in the Holy Faith tribes who were traditional enemies. One example from his journal reads: 
“Beginning in the morning, upon my invitation, all the Kol’chane and Ingalit from the Yukon and the 
local ones gathered at my place and I preached the word of God, concluding at noon. Everyone listened 
to the preaching with attention and without discussion or dissent, and in the end they all expressed 
faith and their wish to accept Holy Baptism, both the Kol’chane and the Ingatit (formerly traditional 
enemies). I made a count by families and in groups, and then in the afternoon began the baptismal 
service. First I baptized 50 Kol’chane and Ingalit men, the latter from the Yukon and Innoko. It was 
already evening when I completed the service. March 21, 1853.” 
 

So it was that this apostolic man, this new Job, conducted himself during his earthly course. There are 
many other deeds and wonders which he performed, many known and many more known only to God. 
Few missionaries in history have had to endure the hardships which Father Jacob faced, yet he did so 
with patience and humility. His life of faith and piety are the legacy which he leaves to us, his spiritual 
children in America, and indeed to all Christians throughout the world. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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