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Holy Assumption Orthodox Church is a parish of the Orthodox Church in America,
Diocese of the Midwest

[ JANUARY 25 2026 } [

THIRTY TRIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST J

EPISTLE: 1 Timothy 4:9-15

Timothy, my son: This is a faithful saying and
worthy of all acceptance. For to this end, we both
labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the
living God, who is the Savior of all men, especially
of those who believe. These things command and
teach. Let no one despise your youth, but be an
example to the believers in word, in conduct, in
love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give
attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Do
not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given
to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands
of the eldership. Meditate on these things; give
yourself entirely to them, that your progress may
be evident to all.

EPISTLE: Romans 8:28-39

Brethren: We know that all things work together
for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose. For whom He

Zaccheaus the Tax Collector

foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn

among many brethren. Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these
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He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. What then shall we say to these
things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him
up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall bring a charge against
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is
also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword? As it is written:“For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for
the slaughter.” Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. For I
am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

GOSPEL: 1Lk 19: 1-10

At that time, Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus
who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not
because of the crowd, for he was of short stature. So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree
to see Him, for He was going to pass that way. And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and
saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.”
So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. But when they saw it, they all complained,
saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.” Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the
Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and if I have taken anything from anyone by false
accusation, I restore fourfold.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because
he also is a son of Abraham; for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

GOSPEL: Luke 21:8-19

The Lord said: “Take heed that you not be deceived. For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He,’
and, ‘The time has drawn near.’ Therefore do not go after them. But when you hear of wars and
commotions, do not be terrified; for these things must come to pass first, but the
end will not come immediately.” Then He said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom. And there will be great earthquakes in various places, and famines and pestilences;
and there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven. But before all these things, they will lay
their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up to the synagogues and prisons. You will be
brought before kings and rulers for My name’s sake. But it will turn out for you as an occasion for
testimony. Therefore settle it in your hearts not to meditate beforehand on what you will answer; for I
will give you a mouth and wisdom which all your adversaries will not be able to contradict or resist. You
will be betrayed even by parents and brothers, relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to
death. And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But not a hair of your head shall be lost. By your
patience possess your souls.



LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK

MON. Jan 26 Venerable Xenophon, his wife, Mary, and their two sons, Arcadius and John, of
Constantinople; 1 Peter 2:21- 3:9, Mk 12:13-17

TUE. Jan 27 Translation of the relics of Saint John Chrysostom;
1 Peter 3:10- 22, Mk 12:18-27

WED. Jan 28 Venerable Ephraim the Syrian; 1 Peter 4:1- 11, Mk 12:28-37
THU. Jan 29 Hieromartyr Ignatius; 1 Peter 4:12- 5:5, Mk 12:38-44

FRI. Jan 30 Synaxis of the Ecumenical Teachers and Hierarchs: Basil the Great, Gregory the
Theologian, and John Chrysostom; 2 Peter 1:1-10, Mk 13:1-8

SAT. Jan 31 Holy Wonderworkers and Unmercenaries Cyrus and John;
2 Tim 2:11-19, Lk 18:2-8

4:00 PM VESPERS

SUN. Feb 1 344 SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, Sunday of the Publican and
Pharisee, Tone 1

9:10 AM HOURS
9:30 AM DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Coffee Hour

Tina Rindfleisch & Tony Monastra, 524 Woodshire Ln., Apt. E11, Naples, FL 34105; Greg
Twarek, 117 Lucien Drive, Marblehead, OH 43440 Patti Owens, 311 Woodbridge Road
Vermilion, OH 44089; Irene Vangeloff, 3580 Shaw Ave., Apt. 305, Cincinnati, OH 45208 Tel.: (513)

376-9693

(‘:"a FOR YOUR PRAYERS

FEBRUARY REPOSED

Helen Hritsko (1908) No date provided; Alexandra Brendza (1909) No date provided;
Steve Danchisen (1909) No date provided; 2- Nancy Pipenur (2018); 5- Peter Kowal
(2004); 6- Steve Michael Mazur (1970); 6- Elizabeth Kravetz Mc Mahon (1984); 12-
Glenn Schoonmaker (2002); 12- Lawrence Beck (2018); 14- Rose Polosky (1953); 17- Stanley Guzy
(1986); 17- Ed Vangeloff (2025); 20- Linda Sue Alber & infant (1969); 20- Dc. Mike Cinalli (2020); 21-
Mary Tomka Matso (1956); 21- John Richard Elchisco (2021); 22- Metro Mazur (1973); 22- Marguerite
Bird (2022); 23- George Elchisco Sr. (1961); 23- Tom Twarek (2024); 26- Elizabeth Millie (1998); 29-
Mary Uka Kosteary (1996)

PRAYER LIST

Parishioners & Family: Amber Twarek / Richard Williams / Christine Twarek / Tony Monastra /
Alvin Foland / Delaine Ward (Ron Royhab’s sister) / Rachel and her newborn baby / Danielle and her
unborn baby / Kristen Cassell / Laura DeKemper / Tom Hileman / Cliff & Kathy Ruggles / Sandra /
Renee Haynal / Sharon Shaheen (Patti Owen’s sister) / Heidi Golob / Ron & Bobbie Royhab /Rodney
Clevenger / Jennifer Heffernan / Pam / Jim Twarek / Ed Garrity / Patti Owens / Barbara Wroblewski
/ Michal Tomas / Helena Tomasova / Ruth Sheller / Carol / David Martin / Fred Soski / Irene Vangeloff
/ Sonja Rose / James Bargdill / Carole Conaway/ Gary Conaway / Sharon Dietrich / Michael Glovinsky
/ Shirley Gresh / Betty Kovach / Child Stella Miller / William Pipenur / Helen Jean Rofkar / George
Royhab / Marianne Royhab / Kathy Jacob / the child Bodhi Cassell / Gleice, Sophie & Chloe / Carol /
Nora.



Other Requests: Jim Rinaldo / Roy / Greg / Patty Wandover / Russ M. / Suzeann / Laura Engler /
Robin (Niece of Kathy Ruggles) / Catechumen Sessely / Catechumen Daniel / Catechumen Adam /
Catechumen Joshua / Catechumen Stephanie / Catechumen Max / Catechumen Michael / Catechumen
Sharon / Steve Rohweder / Nicole Williams / John Couture / Ann Turinsky / Marcia / Catechumen
Blake Shoemaker / Linkoln Paull / Matushka Melania / Sharyn Osborne / Amy / Bill Byrnes / Susanne
/ Charles Schlett / Kathy Debevits / Anthony / Archpriest Jon Cizmar / Archpriest David Lis /
Archpriest Emilian & Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan / Donald Gresh / Mark Ludvik / Robert Piznar /
William / Rick Rowe / Chris.

Military: Craig Cassell / Jake Ellithorpe / Jordon Fulton / Justin Issler / Tikhon / Nicholas / & All
Military

S VIGILS FOR JANUARY 18

Susan Guzy 2 In memory of Father Pavel & Robert, Vichnaya Pamyat, Health of Greg,
Gary, Tina, Tony, Irene

Jean Hileman 1 Health and healing for Susie Issler, Joyce Walz, Jane Hammelrath

Laura Kovach 3 For health and/or healing of Tina R., Greg T., Lindsay & Janet, Jerry Z., Patti O.,
Deb F., Tony M., Russ M, Burt K., Bobbie & Ron R., Peggy S., Brenda T., Betty K., Margaret M., Mark
M., Dana M., Bodhi C.

Birthday blessings and many years to Sarah

Special Intentions

Sandy Martin 2 Recovery & health for Penny, Special intentions

Natalie Twarek 8 For health of Josh Bundren, For health and recovery of Dina Rogers, Health and
recovery of Greg, Amber, and Tina, For the health of Fr Peter & Matushka Michelle, For the health
and recovery of Richard, Patty, Cathy, Patti, Laura, Kathy & Cliff, Irene, Ron & Bobbie, Rodney, Betty,
Carol, Kayla, Pam, Jim, Heidi, Wayne, Peggy, Marcia, Health and healing for Father’s parents Michal
& Helena and Matushka’s mom Barbara, and Walter, For the health of Elaine, Christine, Jen, Tina,Tony,
Father David, Carole, Gary, Sharon, Sonya, Margi & Joe, MaryAnn & Bob, Bodhi, Stella, Jake, Pat,
Special Intentions

JANUARY CANDLE SPONSORS

Altar Candles: Fr. Peter and Mat. Michelle, For Health and God’s Blessings for Barbara
Wroblewski, and Michal & Helena Tomas ($50); Chandelier: Tina and Tony, In loving
memory of Michael Neubauer ($50); Eternal Light & Icon Screen: Jean Hileman, In loving

P

i memory of Elaine Hileman ($25); Candles at the Cross: Laura Kovach, Birthday blessmgs to
Jim and Sarah ($20); Candles at St. Tikhon Icon: Available ($20)

READERS LIST

Sunday Jan 25 — Joe
Sunday Feb 1 — Tim

Sunday Feb 8 — Tim
Sunday Feb 15 — Joe

ATTENDANCE

01/18 Divine Liturgy, 25 attending;




28 FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

‘ 0 4 — Patti Owens; 5 — Christi Soski; 11 — Dan Maciejewski; 14 — Sandy Martin; 16 — David
Happy Birthdayl Mazurik; 22 — Wayne Golob; 24 — Sonya Rose; 25 — Heidi Golob *

CLEANING SCHEDULE

Jan 26, Jean

Feb 2, Stephanie

Feb 9, Greg

Feb 16, Roddie & David

% CHARITY OF THE MONTH

stviapivies — “St. Vladmir's Seminary” is the charity we donate to for the month of February.

UP-COMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH — MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Feb 2nd MEETING OF OUR LORD IN THE TEMPLE (Monday) — Blessing of candles

Feb 5th Monthly social 6:00 pm at Wave Lakeside Dining

Feb 14t Memorial Saturday (Saturday)

Feb 234 Beginning of the Great Fast (Monday)

Apr 5th Palm Sunday (Sunday)
Apr 12th  HOLY PASCHA (Sunday)

SUNDAY OFFERING
Sunday. January 18. 2026
Tithe $1,667.00
Donations $ 50.00
Candles $ 38.00
Vigils $ 60.00
Holy Day Donation $ 10.00
St. Vladimir Seminary (Feb) $ 10.00
Total: $1,835.00

May the Lord reward you for your financial and spiritual support!

= THEOPHANY — THE ANNUAL BLESSING OF HOMES

@ Between the Feast of Theophany and the beginning of the Great Fast (Lent), it is customary
in our Holy Church to have our homes blessed by the parish priest with the Holy Water
sanctified on this glorious Feast Day.

Please Note: Parishioners who wish to have their house blessed are asked to fill out the form, which
can be found in the vestibule. Each household that requests this blessing will be contacted by phone to
schedule the mutual convenient time.

COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR LIST

\‘_ﬁ Jan 25— Teri & Fred Cassell
Feb 1- Dan & Sessely
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Sunday of Zacchaeus
Commemorated on January 25

The paschal season of the Church is preceded by the season of Great Lent, which is
also preceded by its own liturgical preparation. The first sign of the approach of Great
Lent comes five Sundays before its beginning. On this Sunday the Gospel reading is
about Zacchaeus the tax-collector. It tells how Christ brought salvation to the sinful
man, and how his life was changed simply because he “sought to see who Jesus was”

: (Luke 19:3). The desire and effort to see Jesus begins the entire movement through
Lent towards Pascha It is the first movement of salvation.

Our Lenten journey begins with a recognition of our own sinfulness, just as Zacchaeus recognized his.
He promised to make restitution by giving half of his wealth to the poor, and by paying to those he had
falsely accused four times as much as they had lost. In this, he went beyond the requirements of the
Law (Ex. 22:3-12).

The example of Zacchaeus teaches us that we should turn away from our sins, and atone for them. The
real proof of our sorrow and repentance is not just a verbal apology, but when we correct ourselves and
try to make amends for the consequences of our evil actions.

We are also assured of God’s mercy and compassion by Christ’s words to Zacchaeus, “Today salvation
has come to this house” (Luke 19:9). After the Great Doxology and Trisagion at Sunday Matins (when
the Tone of the week is in Tone 1, 3, 5, or 7) we sing the Troparion of the Resurrection: “Today salvation
is come to the world, let us sing praises to Him Who arose from the tomb, and is the Author of our life.
For having destroyed death by death, He has given us the victory and great mercy.”

Zacchaeus was short, so he climbed a tree in order to see the Lord. All of us have sinned and come short
of the glory of God (Rom. 3:23). We are also short in our spiritual stature; therefore, we must climb the
ladder of the virtues. In other words, we must prepare for spiritual effort and growth.

Saint Zacchaeus is also commemorated on April 20.
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New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia
Commemorated on January 25

On the Sunday closest to January 25, the Church commemorates the Synaxis of
the Holy New Martyrs and Confessors of Russia, remembering all those Orthodox
Christians who suffered for Christ at the hands of the godless Soviets during the
years of persecution. These include the royal Passion Bearers Tsar Nicholas IT and
his family, and the Grand Duchess Elizabeth. Countless thousands of martyrs,
both clergy and laity also suffered, some of whose names are known, as well as
millions of simple believers whose names have been lost to history.

It is estimated that the number of the New Martyrs of Russia, who were glorified by the Russian
Orthodox Church at the Jubilee Council of 2000, far exceeds that of all the martyrs who died for Christ
during the first three centuries of Christianity. The Russian Church lost millions of its sons and
daughters, not only at the hands of external enemies, but also those of their own country. Among those
who were murdered and tortured in the years of persecution were countless Orthodox: laity, monks,
priests, and bishops, whose only “crime” was their unshakable faith in God.

In the long history of the world, never have so many new heavenly intercessors been glorified by the
Church in such a way (more than one thousand New Martyrs were numbered among the saints). Among
those who suffered for their faith were some who labored in America before the Russian Revolution: St.
Tikhon, Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia (April 7); St. Alexander Hotovitzky (Dec. 4); St. John
Kochurov (Oct. 31).



January 25, 2026
o1foob

To the clergy, monastics, and faithful of the Orthodox Church in America, beloved children in the Lord:
Glory to Jesus Christ!

During these winter months, the Church celebrates a number of feasts dedicated to the appearing of
the Lord in the flesh.

At his Nativity, he is born an infant, with all the needs of an infant; he requires his Mother’s
nourishment, warmth, and care, and also his foster-father’s protection.

At his Baptism, he enters into the rushing waters of this world, into the cascading elements of creation,
into the onrushing flow of life, into the change and flux of the present age.

At his Meeting in the temple, he enters into the religious and cultural life of his people while also already
showing himself to be the Fulfillment of their deepest religious vearnings, the Salvation for whom they
have longed.

Our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ, becoming incarnate and appearing in the world, did so in
order to fill every aspect of our life with himself. He has willed to be present in our basic weakness and
our everyday needs; to be present among all the changes and cycles of nature and history that swirl
around us; to be present in the highest aspirations of human culture, which reach bevond this life and
grasp at the undying life of the age to come.

In the midst of this luminous season of feasts, we also mark our annual Sanctity of Life Sunday.
Reflecting on the meaning of the sanctity oflife in light of the great feasts that we have celebrated and
will soon celebrate, we realize that the Lord has come so that we might have life and have it more
abundantly, not just in the age to come, but in this present age as well.

Therefore, every moment of human life, from conception to natural death, is infinitely precious,
because every moment of human life, every facet of human existence—except for sin—has been
hallowed by the presence of the Lord. Every phase of life, every circumstance, is an opportunity to
encounter the Lord.

P.O. Box 31409 Alexandria, Virginia, 22310
516-922-0550 - metropolitan@oca.org - www.oca.org



Our Orthodox Christian understanding of the sanctity of all human life is not, therefore, a cold and
abstract principle, but an affirmation of the love of the living God revealed in Jesus Christ. This is a love
that opens up the fullness of life’s possibilities at every moment, fills the world with meaning, and offers
the promise of renewal for individuals, communities, and entire cultures.

Therefore, as we mark this Sanctity of Life Sunday, we pray not just for legal protections for all human
beings, from conception to natural death. We also pray that our entire culture would be oriented
toward the physical and spiritual well-being of all people in all phases of life so that, without undue
fear or trouble, in peace and health, all of us may experience this life as a place of encounter with the
radiant and life-giving Love of God, Jesus Christ incarnate in human flesh.

To him who gave us life in the beginning, who sustains our life in this world and desires to fill it with
himself, and who willed to save us and lead us to everlasting life in the age to come, our Lord and God
and Savior Jesus Christ, be all thanks and adoration, together with his Father and his All-holy Spirit:
now and ever and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Yours in Christ,

+Tikhon
Archbishop of Washington
Metropolitan of All America and Canada

P.O. Box 31409 Alexandna, Virginia, 22310
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IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR!

SAINTS PETER & PAUL
SUPER BOWL SPECIALTY PIEROGI SALE

INCLUDING: STUFFED CABBAGE

Don't fumble your chance to enjoy these crowd pleasing favorites

Whether you're hosting friends or treating family, our specialty pierogi and
dinners are guaranteed to win big at your table.

Order now - we always sell out!

HOW TO ORDER

GAME DAY MENU Preorder Deadline: February 1st
* Specialty Pierogis $15/dozen Email: orders@orthodoxlorain.org
« Buffalo Chicken Be sure to include your name, contact

~ information and order details.
« Bacon Jalapeno Popper

You will receive a confirmation email. If
* Stuffed Cabbage $30/dozen you don't get a reply, we don't have

your order!

Pick Up Information
When: Saturday, February 7th, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Where: Saints Peter & Paul Orthodox Church, 2238 East 32nd Street, Lorain, OH 44055



