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EPISTLE: Eph. 4:7-13 
 

Brethren: To each one of us grace was given according 

to the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore, He says: 

“When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, 

and gave gifts to men. (Now this, “He ascended” – what 

does it mean but that He also first descended into the 

lower parts of the earth? He who descended is also the 

One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He 

might fill all things.) And He Himself gave some to be 

apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some 

pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for 

the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of 

Christ, till we all come to the unity of the faith and of 

the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to 

the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 

EPISTLE: 2 Cor. 4:6-15 
 

Brethren: It is the God who commanded light to shine 

out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the 

light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen 

vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. We are hard-pressed on every 

side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, 

Venerable Theodosius the Great 

Feast Day – January 11th  
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but not destroyed – always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus 

also may be manifested in our body. For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that 

the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So, then death is working in us, but life in 

you. And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and therefore 

I spoke,” we also believe and therefore speak, knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also 

raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having 

spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God. 

GOSPEL: Mt 4:12-17 

At that time, when Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, He departed to Galilee. And leaving 

Nazareth, He came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the regions of Zebulun and Naphtali, 

that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: “The land of Zebulun and the 

land of Naphtali, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles: The people who sat 

in darkness have seen a great light, and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of death Light has 

dawned.” From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at 

hand.” 

GOSPEL: Mt 11:27-30 

The Lord said: All things have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except 

the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to 

reveal Him. Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke 

upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

For My yoke is easy and My burden is light. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Tony Monastra, 2119 Willow Cove, Marblehead, OH 43440; Patti Owens, 311 
Woodbridge Road Vermilion, OH 44089; Irene Vangeloff, 3580 Shaw Ave., Apt. 305, 

Cincinnati, OH 45208 Tel.: (513) 376-9693 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

JANUARY REPOSED 

 

Andrew Matway (1906) No date provided; William Gratson (1908) No date provided; Eva 
Hritsko (1908) No date provided; Sara Rose (2005) No date provided; 3- Mat. Marilyn 
Federoff (2019); 3- Larry Naiser (2019); 3- Elinor Williams (2021); 4- Margaret Reavley 

(1965); 4- Baby Clyde Madison (2020); 5- Russell (2019) Heidi’s relative; 5- Donald (2019) Waynes 
Relative; 5- Maria Semionow (1981); 11- Anna Tomko (1960); 15- Archpriest Pavel Soucek (2009) 
Former Pastor; 21- Daniel Kowal (2006); 21- Philip Kobb (2018); 23- Helen Beadle (1988); 23- 
Deborah Pribanic (2020); 25- Jane (2019) Ron’s Aunt; 25- William “Bill” Alber (2021); 28- Michael 
Tarasavage (2021); 29- Anna Kravetz (1973); 29- Marjorie Kowal (2003); 29- Ernest Gresh (2020); 
29- Rick Schlotterer (2020); 30- Anna Schofield (2021) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PRAYER LIST 
 

Parishioners & Family: Amber Twarek / Richard Williams / Christine Twarek / Tony Monastra / 
Alvin Foland / Delaine Ward (Ron Royhab’s sister) / Rachel and her newborn baby / Danielle and her 
unborn baby / Kristen Cassell / Laura DeKemper / Tom Hileman / Cliff & Kathy Ruggles / Sandra / 



Renee Haynal / Sharon Shaheen (Patti Owen’s sister) / Norb / Heidi Golob / Ron & Bobbie Royhab 
/Rodney Clevenger / Jennifer Heffernan / Pam / Jim Twarek / Ed Garrity / Patti Owens / Barbara 
Wroblewski / Michal Tomáš / Helena Tomášová / Ruth Sheller / Carol / David Martin / Fred Soski / 
Irene Vangeloff / Sonja Rose / James Bargdill / Carole Conaway/ Gary Conaway / Sharon Dietrich / 
Michael Glovinsky / Shirley Gresh / Betty Kovach / Child Stella Miller / William Pipenur / Helen Jean 
Rofkar / George Royhab / Marianne Royhab / Kathy Jacob / the child Bodhi Cassell / Gleice, Sophie & 
Chloe / Carol / Nora.  
 

Other Requests: Patty Wandover / Russ M. / Suzeann / Laura Engler / Robin (Niece of Kathy 
Ruggles)  / Catechumen Sessely / Catechumen Daniel / Catechumen Adam / Catechumen Joshua / 
Catechumen Stephanie / Catechumen Max / Catechumen Michael / Catechumen Sharon / Steve 
Rohweder / Nicole Williams / John Couture / Ann Turinsky / Marcia / Catechumen Blake Shoemaker 
/ Linkoln Paull / Matushka Melania / Sharyn Osborne / Amy / Bill Byrnes / Susanne / Charles Schlett 
/ Kathy Debevits / Maxwell Chaney / Anthony / Archpriest Ján Čižmár / Archpriest David Lis / 
Archpriest Emilian & Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan / Donald Gresh / Mark Ludvik / Robert Piznar / 
William / Rick Rowe / Chris.  
 

Military: Craig Cassell / Jake Ellithorpe / Jordon Fulton / Justin Issler / Tikhon / Nicholas / & All 
Military 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
VIGILS FOR JANUARY 5  
 

Susan Guzy 1 In loving memory of Uncle Joe & Aunt Rita, Godfather Peter, 
Vichnaya Pamyat. Birthday blessings to Matushka Melania, Health of Gary & Russ 
and Greg Twarek 
 

Laura Kovach 3 For health and/or healing of Greg T., Lindsay & Janet, Jerry Z., Patti O., Deb F., 
Tony M., Russ M, Burt K., Bobbie R., Peggy S., Brenda T., Matushka Melania, Ron R., Betty K., Margaret 
M., Hannah S., Mark M., Dana M., Bodhi C., and Irene V.      
Safe travels for our family, friends and us 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 

MON. Jan 12 Afterfeast of Theophany, Martyrs Tatiana of Rome;  
James 2:14- 26, Mk 9:42-10:1 

 

TUE. Jan 13  Afterfeast of Theophany, Martyrs Hermylus and Stratonicus of Belgrade;  
James 3:1-10, Mk 10:2-12 

 

WED. Jan 14 Leavetaking of Theophany, Holy Monastic Fathers slain at Sinai and Raithu; 
James 3:11-4:6, Mk 10:11-16 

 

THU. Jan 15  Venerable Paul of Thebes; James 4:7-5:9, Mk 10:17-27 
 

FRI. Jan 16 Veneration of the Precious Chains of the Holy and All-Glorious Apostle Peter;  
1 Peter 1:1-2, 10-12, 2:6-10, Mk 10:23-32 

 

SAT. Jan 17  Venerable and God-bearing Father Anthony the Great;  
1 Tess 5:14-23, Lk 16:10-15 

 

NO VESPERS 
 

SUN. Jan 18  32nd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, Tone 7  
 

9:10 AM  HOURS  
9:30 AM  DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Potluck lunch and Annual Parish Meeting 

  



Memory Eternal to Pete Rynski 
 

Sandy Martin 1 Special Intentions 
 

Natalie Twarek 10  In memory of Matt Cook,  For the God's  guidance and surgical recovery of Greg, 
For the God's  guidance and surgical recovery of Amber, Birthday blessings to Sue,  For health and 
recovery of Richard Williams, For the health of Fr Peter & Matushka Michelle,     For the health & 
recovery of Matushka Melania,  For the health and recovery of Patty, Cathy, Patti, Laura, Kathy & Cliff, 
Irene,  Ron & Bobbie, Rodney, Betty, Carol, Kayla, Pam, Jim,  Heidi, Wayne, Peggy, Marcia, Health and 
healing for Father’s parents Michal & Helena and Matushka’s mom Barbara, and Walter, For the health 
of Elaine, Christine, Jen, Tina, Tony, Father David, Carole, Gary, Sharon, Sonya, Margi & Joe, MaryAnn 
& Bob, Bodhi, Stella, Jake, Pat, Special Intentions 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

JANUARY CANDLE SPONSORS  
 

Altar Candles: Fr. Peter and Mat. Michelle, For Health and God’s Blessings for Barbara 
Wroblewski, and Michal & Helena Tomáš ($50); Chandelier: Tina and Tony, In loving 
memory of Michael Neubauer ($50); Eternal Light & Icon Screen: Available ($25); 
Candles at the Cross: Laura Kovach, Birthday blessings to Jim and Sarah ($20); Candles 

at St. Tikhon Icon: Available ($20) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

READERS LIST  
 

Sunday Jan 11 – Tim 
Sunday Jan 18 – Joe 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
ATTENDANCE  
 

01/03 Vespers, 10 attending (1 guest); 01/04 Divine Liturgy, 29 attending (2 guests); 
01/05 Vespers, 12 attending (1 guest) [9 people less than last year]; 01/06 Divine Liturgy 6 

attending (1 guest) [3 people less than last year] 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES   
 

13 – Mary Blackford; 13 – Roger & Debby Pinta Anniversary; 16 – Matushka Michelle 
Tomas; 17 – Kayla Fay; 22 – Linkoln Schaffer Paull* 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
FLOWERS DONATION 
 

We would like to express our sincere thanks to Susan Guzy for her donations of flowers for 
the feast of Theophany in loving memory of Guzy, Felenchak, Szoldra, Gulla families, For 
the health of Russ, Gary, Tina, Tony & Irene  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
UP-COMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH – MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

Jan 18th   Potluck followed by Annual Parish Meeting (Sunday)  
 

Feb 2nd   MEETING OF OUR LORD IN THE TEMPLE (Monday) – Blessing of candles  
 

Feb 14th   Memorial Saturday (Saturday) 
 

Feb 23rd   Beginning of the Great Fast (Monday) 
 

Apr 5th   Palm Sunday (Sunday) 
 

Apr 12th   HOLY PASCHA (Sunday) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 



SUNDAY OFFERING 
 

Sunday, January 4, 2026 

  Tithe     $   886.00 

Donations    $     20.00  

Candles    $   146.00 

    Vigils     $     55.00 

Holy Day Donation   $   250.00 

Flowers Donation   $     50.00 

Support a Priest (OCMC) (Jan) $   150.00 

Total:                $1,557.00 
 

May the Lord reward you for your financial and spiritual support! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CHARITY OF THE MONTH  
 

“Support a Priest (OCMC);” is the charity we donate to for the month of January. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CLEANING SCHEDULE    
 

Jan 12, Tim 
Jan 19, Sue 
Jan 26, Jean 
Feb 2, Stephanie 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR LIST 

 

Jan 11– Danielle & Josh 
Jan 18– Potluck lunch 
Jan 25– Teri & Fred Cassell  

 

Please sign up to host coffee hour. Signup sheet is located in the Social Hall 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

THEOPHANY – THE ANNUAL BLESSING OF HOMES 

 

Between the Feast of Theophany and the beginning of the Great Fast (Lent), it is 
customary in our Holy Church to have our homes blessed by the parish priest with the 
Holy Water sanctified on this glorious Feast Day. This is an ancient tradition of the 
Orthodox Church and through it we extend the “Blessing of Jordan” into our homes and 
private places. 

 

Please Note: Parishioners who wish to have their house blessed are asked to fill out the form, which 
can be found in the vestibule. Each household that requests this blessing will be contacted by phone to 
schedule the mutual convenient time. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOLY WATER 
 

You may take some Holy Water home for your private use at any time. Just bring your own 
container and help yourself. The Holy Water Font is in the church and easily accessible. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
CHRISTMAS POINSETTIA PLANTS  
 

We invite you all to take the poinsettia plants home after the Divine Liturgy. They are 
located in our Social Hall. Sincere Thank You to all who sponsored Christmas flowers this 
Nativity and Theophany Seasons! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



THANK YOU 
 

We would like to express our sincere thank you to Natalia, Ryan, Sebastian, Jean, Michael 
& Sharon for coming to church yesterday and taking down the Christmas decorations and 

storing them for the next year.  May the Lord reward you with His Special blessings for your help and 
kindness!  
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING   
 

Our Annual Parish Meeting will be held next Sunday, January 18th, following 
the Divine Liturgy. All voting members in good standing are encouraged not only 
to attend this vitally important meeting, but also to constructively participate.  

Please mark your calendars and prepare for the meeting by prayer, fasting, and receiving Holy 
Confession and Holy Communion.  This is the third announcement.   
 

To Be a Voting Member in Good Standing   
 

The Parish Bylaws of the Diocese of the Midwest, Orthodox Church in America, defines a "voting 
member in good standing:"   
 

a) is a Baptized and Chrismated Orthodox Christian;  
 

b) is at least 18 years of age;  
 

c) partakes of the Sacraments of Private Confession and Communion in one's home parish at least once 
a year;  
 

d) has been a member of the Parish for a prior consecutive six (6) month period; and  
 

e) regularly fulfills such financial obligation as established by the All-American Councils, Diocesan 
Assemblies, and the Parish, which obligations may be adjusted or waived by the Rector in consultation 
with the Parish Council.   (Article II, Section 2)   
 

If there is any question regarding your status as a "voting member in good standing," please contact 
Natalie Twarek and Fr. Peter at your earliest convenience.  
 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

Venerable Theodosius the Great, the Cenobiarch 
Commemorated on January 11   
  

Saint Theodosius the Great lived during the fifth-sixth centuries, and was the founder 
of cenobitic monasticism. He was born in Cappadocia of pious parents. Endowed with 
a splendid voice, he zealously toiled at church reading and singing. Saint Theodosius 
prayed fervently that the Lord would guide him on the way to salvation. In his early 
years he visited the Holy Land and met with Saint Simeon the Stylite (September 1), 

who blessed him and predicted future pastoral service for him. 
 

Yearning for the solitary life, Saint Theodosius settled in Palestine into a desolate cave, in which, 
according to Tradition, the three Magi had spent the night, having come to worship the Savior after His 
Nativity. He lived there for thirty years in great abstinence and unceasing prayer. People flocked to the 
ascetic, wishing to live under his guidance. When the cave could no longer hold all the monks, Saint 
Theodosius prayed that the Lord Himself would indicate a place for the monks. Taking a censer with 
cold charcoal and incense, the monk started walking into the desert. 
 

At a certain spot the charcoal ignited by itself and the incense smoke began to rise. Here the monk 
established the first cenobitic monastery, or Lavra (meaning “broad” or “populous”). Soon the Lavra of 
Saint Theodosius became renowned, and up to 700 monks gathered at it. According to the final 

https://images.oca.org/icons/lg/january/0111theodosius.jpg


testament of Saint Theodosius, the Lavra rendered service to neighbor, giving aid to the poor and 
providing shelter for wanderers. 
 

Saint Theodosius was extremely compassionate. Once, when there was a famine in Palestine and a 
multitude of people gathered at the monastery, the monk gave orders to allow everyone into the 
monastery enclosure. His disciples were annoyed, knowing that the monastery did not have the means 
to feed all those who had come. But when they went into the bakery, they saw that through the prayers 
of the abba, it was filled with bread. This miracle was repeated every time Saint Theodosius wanted to 
help the destitute. 
 

At the monastery, Saint Theodosius built a home for taking in strangers, separate infirmaries for monks 
and laymen, and also a shelter for the dying. Seeing that people from various lands gathered at the 
Lavra, the saint arranged for services in the various languages: Greek, Georgian and Armenian. All 
gathered to receive the Holy Mysteries in the large church, where divine services were chanted in Greek. 
 

During the reign of the Byzantine Emperor Anastasius (491-518) there arose the heresy of Eutychius 
and Severus, which recognized neither the sacraments nor the clergy. The emperor accepted the false 
teaching, and the Orthodox began to suffer persecution. Saint Theodosius stood firmly in defense of 
Orthodoxy and wrote a letter to the emperor on behalf of the monks, in which they denounced him and 
refuted the heresy with the teachings of the Ecumenical Councils. He affirmed moreover, that the 
desert-dwellers and monks would firmly support the Orthodox teaching. The emperor showed restraint 
for a short while, but then he renewed his persecution of the Orthodox. The holy Elder then showed 
great zeal for the truth. Leaving the monastery, he came to Jerusalem and in the church, he stood at the 
high place and cried out for all to hear: “Whoever does not honor the four Ecumenical Councils, let him 
be anathema!” For this bold deed the monk was sent to prison, but soon returned after the death of the 
emperor. 
Saint Theodosius accomplished many healings and other miracles during his life, coming to the aid of 
the needy. Through his prayers he once destroyed the locusts devastating the fields in Palestine. Also 
by his intercession, soldiers were saved from death, and he also saved those perishing in shipwrecks 
and those lost in the desert. 
 

Once, the saint gave orders to strike the semandron (a piece of wood hit with a mallet), so that the 
brethren would gather at prayer. He told them, “The wrath of God draws near the East.” After several 
days it became known that a strong earthquake had destroyed the city of Antioch at the very hour when 
the saint had summoned the brethren to prayer. 
 

Before his death, Saint Theodosius summoned to him three beloved bishops and revealed to them that 
he would soon depart to the Lord. After three days, he died at the age of 105. The saint’s body was buried 
with reverence in the cave in which he lived at the beginning of his ascetic deeds. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________
 

How to Prepare for a House Blessing 
by Khouria (Matushka) Destinie 
January 11, 2025 
 

As Orthodox Christians have a custom of inviting a priest yearly to bless our 
homes! Ever wonder why? Or maybe you scheduled your first house blessing 
and you want to know what to expect! This article is for you! I am pulling back 
the veil a little to share what to expect, how to prepare, and answering some 
frequently asked questions.  
 

As someone who converted to Orthodox Christianity as an adult, I remember 
feeling really nervous for my first house blessing, unsure what to expect. I 
wanted to understand the proper etiquette so as to not embarrass myself. I 
promise, your priest loves you very much and you don’t need to worry too much 

https://www.asceticlifeofmotherhood.com/blog/houseblessing
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about doing the wrong thing. He will be your guide. But as your sister in Christ, I also want to share 
some insight so you can feel confident and prepared as you can be for your house blessing!  
 

The Scriptures teach us that “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above” (James 1:17). As 
Orthodox Christians, we recognize that Christ is already present within our dwelling place. By blessing 
our homes, we acknowledge that every aspect of our lives—no matter how ordinary, mundane, or 
personal—is a gift we present to God, and we are asking His blessings upon it. Through prayer and 
sprinkling of Holy Water in our homes, we are asking the Lord to bless our dwelling place and bless 
those who dwell there within. It is common in the Orthodox Church to have our homes blessed annually 
in the days following Theophany, which are sometimes referred to as Theophany house blessings! 
 

Why should we get our homes blessed?  
This is a common question, so I wanted to address it firstly. The blessing of a home is an ancient 
Christian practice that helps us remember that our Christian life of faith and love is lived not only in 
Church on Sundays but also in the home daily. The words in the prayers during the house blessing ask 
the Lord defend and protect the home from discord and strife; to fortify and grant healing when we 
suffer any affliction at home; and to inspire the family to teach, model, and live Christian values. With 
these words, the blessing of the home hopes to bring calmness and serenity in the place where you live. 
When the prayers are said, holy water is used to chase away all devilish thoughts and desires, to protect 
from harm, and to bring tranquility to the home. The prayer used in blessing the water says it this way: 
“Let this water serve thee, O God, in expelling demons and curing diseases. When it is sprinkled in the 
homes of the faithful, may they be cleansed and delivered from harm. Let these homes enjoy a spirit of 
goodness and an air of tranquility, freed from baneful and hidden snares.” The blessing of the home is 
not limited to the days after Theophany. The blessing should also be used whenever we move into a new 
home, or whenever there is external or internal strife in the home or family. Whether it is done annually 
or when there is a distressing time, the blessing of the home is another why of asking God’s grace to 
overcome sin, even in our homes. It’s all part of living as God’s people and being sustained by His mercy. 
(adapted from by Fr John Fenton). 
 

How to Arrange a House Blessing: 
When it comes to preparing for a house blessing, I wanted to share a few tips I’ve picked up along the 
way. My husband is an Orthodox priest, so we have the added blessing of having a direct source to the 
one who has blessed hundreds of homes throughout the years! First and foremost, you will need to be 
plugged into an Orthodox Church. House blessings are done by the Parish priests for their flock.  
Here are some things to consider when preparing for a house blessing: 
 

• You’ll first need to schedule an appointment or invite your priest over! Every 
priest/parish has their own way of scheduling, whether that’s a sign-up list, email, text. So find 
out from your priest what is the best way to schedule a house blessing. Priests typically bless 
homes right after Theophany but these can be scheduled throughout the year. Ideally, we have 
our homes blessed once a year, or after we move in to a new home, or even after new construction. 
Make sure you provide your address and phone number! 
 

• If possible, have all the members of your home present for the house blessing. Keep 
this in mind when scheduling. Of course, it’s not necessary that everyone is present. 

 
Prepare the House: 

• Have a lit candle and an icon - this can be in an icon corner or even simply set up on your 
table. This is where the house blessing will begin. Which icon? Any will do, but typically one of 
Christ or the Theotokos. If available, you can also prepare a censer and incense. 
  

• Have a tidy home with a clear path to each room. This is to ensure there’s a clear path for 
the pries to walk through each room/hall with ease. Whatever rooms you wish to be blessed, just 
keep those doors open and the lights on. Remember to have all music, TV’s and electronics 



turned off and secure your pets. I don’t always get my home perfectly tidy, and since I am married 
to the Priest, I throw in a little “bless this mess” joke and it always gets a chuckle.  

 
What to expect: 
If you have never had a house blessed before, let me share a general overview of what to expect: 
 

• At the scheduled time, the Priest will arrive at your home. 
  

• Greet him, and ask for a blessing upon his arrival. Typically, this is done by cupping your 
hands right over left on top of the other and saying “Father Bless” and he will offer you his hand 
to kiss. 
 

• Have a lit candle and icon ready, either in your family prayer corner or in a prominent place. 
Typically, this is where the house blessing with begin. He will typically bring holy water. I usually 
have Holy Water out as well, just in case.  

• During the blessing, the priest will offer a prayer service in front of the icon corner (or again, in 
front of the designated icon/candle).  
 

• At the appointed time, he will gesture for you to lead him through the house. Usually, 
the head of the house will lead the priest throughout the home, bringing him to each room. Some 
might even hold the candle with them as they process. Lead him to each room, and the rest of 
the family can follow. To prepare, make sure each door is already opened and ready to go with 
the lights on. 

  

• He will sprinkle each room with holy water (usually in the form of a cross) while singing the 
Troparion of Theophany. You can familiarize yourself with it and join in and sing too!  

 

• Prepare a list of family members (living and deceased) so the priest can pray for them as well.  
 

• When he leaves, you can ask for a blessing in the same manner in which you greeted him 
- initiate by saying “Father Bless” and cupping your hands open right over left and once he places 
his hand in your hands, kiss his hand. 

  

• It is customary to offer the Priest a gift. See note below under on FAQ. 
 

• Always check with your priest prior to make sure you have everything needed for your house 
blessing, as these vary between local customs.  

 
Frequently Asked Questions: 

• Do I need to feed the Priest? Unless you’ve discussed it in advanced, you don’t necessarily 
need to have a meal or snacks for the priest. Of course, just as any guest you welcome into your 
home, you can certainly be hospitable. Offering snacks is a kind gesture, but there’s a likely 
chance he has many other house blessings to get to! This varies by day and community. So be 
sure to communicate in advance if he has time to stay for coffee or meal (a very fine 
thing to do)! If you’d like to send him home with something, have it packed up and ready to go. 
That would be a kind gesture! For some parishioners, they invite the whole family over for dinner, 
which we really appreciate too! It’s so nice to be able to spend time together as a Church family 
and house blessings can be a sweet excuse for that! 
 

• Should I offer a gift? Yes, It is customary to offer a gift to the Priest- although I say this 
hesitantly because it is not required. He will not expect it, as Priests serve their flock out of an 
abundant love without expecting anything in return. Priests are always happy to be invited into 
your home and work tirelessly for their flock, so don’t feel pressure. Anything done is love is very 
good! When I was newly baptized Christian, I asked our Deacon if I should offer a gift to the 
priest for our house blessing and he responded so practically and straightforward, and I 



appreciated that! He said “Yes! Usually $50-$100, but anything you give in love is wonderful.” 
That answer was so helpful to me! So, I am passing it along to you! In the least, we should 
communicate our thanks and gratitude in as far as we are able. The priest cares for us and we 
care for him. We belong to each other. It’s as simple as that! 
  

• How often are homes blessed? There’s no straight answer for this one! Typically, homes are 
blessed annually following Theophany, but they can be blessed at any time. For example, if you 
move into a new home, or have some new construction, or when there is a distressing time; invite 
your priest over to bless your home! 

 

• What if there are non-Orthodox family members, can we still get a house blessing? 
Yes, that is not an issue. Do prepare them in advance so they know what to expect. They can 
participate by following the Priest around the home as he blesses each room. Just make sure all 
electronics (TV’s, music, etc.) are turned off. Think of it as a mini service in your home. All 
members present should act accordingly.  

• How clean does the house need to be? This one made me laugh - as it was asked many 
times. As a mother of 4 children, I know how easy it is for the house to unravel. Tidy is good, 
doesn’t have to be clean and sparkly. There needs to be clear path to each room, so you and the 
Priest can easily walk through each room. So tidy is the goal. We make sure each room is 
presentable. My goal is always having the beds made, floors picked up, and everything is in it’s 
place.  

 
Final Thoughts 
No matter where we live, we always make sure to have our homes blessed, and each year after 
Theophany (January 6th), we make it a priority to schedule a house blessing. Just like our Churches are 
blessed with Holy Water each year at Theophany, so it is with our homes! Whatever the Church does, 
we mirror that work within the walls of our home.  
 

Our homes, our dwelling place, is our training ground for the Christian life. House blessings are a gift 
that the Church offers us. It is a safe haven where we encounter Christ daily through prayer and through 
our love and sacrifice for those within our homes; the very people God has placed in our lives for our 
salvation. Our homes are where we struggle to acquire the virtues of the Christian life. How much more 
fitting would it be to invite the Lord’s blessing over our homes; within the very walls that we are 
“working out our faith with fear and trembling” (Philippians 2:12)?  
 

Blessed Theophany to you all! 
 


