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Holy Assumption Orthodox Church is a parish of the Orthodox Church in America, 

Diocese of the Midwest 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

EPISTLE: 2 Timothy 4:5-8 
 

Timothy, my son: Be watchful in all things, 

endure afflictions, do the work of an 

evangelist, fulfill your ministry. For I am 

already being poured out as a drink offering, 

and the time of my departure is at hand. I 

have fought the good fight, I have finished 

the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there 

is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, 

which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will 

give to me on that Day, and not to me only 

but also to all who have loved His appearing. 

GOSPEL: Mk 1:1-8 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the Prophets: “Behold, I 

send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You. The voice of one crying in 

the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; make His paths straight.’” John came baptizing in the 

wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. Then all the land of Judea, 

and those from Jerusalem, went out to him and were all baptized by him in the Jordan River, confessing 

their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, “There comes One after me who is mightier than I, 

whose sandal strap I am not worthy to stoop down and loose. I indeed baptized you with water, but He 

will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Theophany – Baptism of Our Lord  

mailto:frpetertomas@yahoo.com
http://www.holyassumptionmarblehead.org/


LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK 
 

MON. Jan 5 Eve of Theophany, Hieromartyr Theopemptus;  
1 Cor 9:19-27, Lk 3:1-18 

 

6:00 PM VESPERS with the Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great 
Followed by Holy Supper 

 

TUE. Jan 6  THEOPHANY OF OUR LORD, Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7, Mt 3:13-17 
 

9:10 AM  HOURS  
9:30 AM  DIVINE LITURGY Followed by the Great Blessing of the water 

 

WED. Jan 7  Afterfeast of Theophany, Synaxis of the Holy Glorious Prophet,  
Forerunner and Baptist John; Acts 19:1-8, Jn 1:29-34  

 

THU. Jan 8  Afterfeast of Theophany, Venerable George the Chozebite, Abbot;  
James 1:19-27, Mk 9:10-16 

 

FRI. Jan 9  Afterfeast of Theophany, Martyr Polyeuktos; James 2:1-13 Mk 9:33-41 
 

SAT. Jan 10 Afterfeast of Theophany, Saint Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa;  
Eph 6:10-17, Mt 4:1-11 

 

4:00 PM  VESPERS 
 

SUN. Jan 11 31st SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, Sunday after Theophany,  
Tone 6  

 

9:10 AM  HOURS  
9:30 AM  DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Coffee Social 

FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Tony Monastra, 2119 Willow Cove, Marblehead, OH 43440; Patti Owens, 311 
Woodbridge Road Vermilion, OH 44089; Irene Vangeloff, 3580 Shaw Ave., Apt. 305, 

Cincinnati, OH 45208 Tel.: (513) 376-9693 

JANUARY REPOSED 
 

Andrew Matway (1906) No date provided; William Gratson (1908) No date provided; Eva 
Hritsko (1908) No date provided; Sara Rose (2005) No date provided; 3- Mat. Marilyn 

Federoff (2019); 3- Larry Naiser (2019); 3- Elinor Williams (2021); 4- Margaret Reavley (1965); 4- 
Baby Clyde Madison (2020); 5- Russell (2019) Heidi’s relative; 5- Donald (2019) Waynes Relative; 5- 
Maria Semionow (1981); 11- Anna Tomko (1960); 15- Archpriest Pavel Soucek (2009) Former Pastor; 
21- Daniel Kowal (2006); 21- Philip Kobb (2018); 23- Helen Beadle (1988); 23- Deborah Pribanic 
(2020); 25- Jane (2019) Ron’s Aunt; 25- William “Bill” Alber (2021); 28- Michael Tarasavage (2021); 
29- Anna Kravetz (1973); 29- Marjorie Kowal (2003); 29- Ernest Gresh (2020); 29- Rick Schlotterer 
(2020); 30- Anna Schofield (2021) 

PRAYER LIST 
 

Parishioners & Family: Richard Williams / Christine Twarek / Tony Monastra / Alvin Foland / 
Delaine Ward (Ron Royhab’s sister) / Rachel and her newborn baby / Danielle and her unborn baby / 
Kristen Cassell / Laura DeKemper / Tom Hileman / Cliff & Kathy Ruggles / Sandra / Renee Haynal / 
Sharon Shaheen (Patti Owen’s sister) / Norb / Heidi Golob / Ron & Bobbie Royhab /Rodney Clevenger 



/ Jennifer Heffernan / Pam / Jim Twarek / Ed Garrity / Patti Owens / Barbara Wroblewski / Michal 
Tomáš / Helena Tomášová / Ruth Sheller / Carol / David Martin / Fred Soski / Irene Vangeloff / Sonja 
Rose / James Bargdill / Carole Conaway/ Gary Conaway / Sharon Dietrich / Michael Glovinsky / 
Shirley Gresh / Betty Kovach / Child Stella Miller / William Pipenur / Helen Jean Rofkar / George 
Royhab / Marianne Royhab / Kathy Jacob / the child Bodhi Cassell / Gleice, Sophie & Chloe / Carol / 
Nora.  
 

Other Requests: Patty Wandover / Russ M. / Suzeann / Laura Engler / Robin (Niece of Kathy 
Ruggles)  / Catechumen Sessely / Catechumen Daniel / Catechumen Adam / Catechumen Joshua / 
Catechumen Stephanie / Catechumen Max / Catechumen Michael / Catechumen Sharon / Steve 
Rohweder / Nicole Williams / John Couture / Ann Turinsky / Marcia / Catechumen Blake Shoemaker 
/ Linkoln Paull / Matushka Melania / Sharyn Osborne / Christine Zahm / Amy / Bill Byrnes / Susanne 
/ Charles Schlett / Kathy Debevits / Maxwell Chaney / Anthony / Archpriest Ján Čižmár / Archpriest 
David Lis / Archpriest Emilian & Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan / Donald Gresh / Mark Ludvik / Robert 
Piznar / William / Rick Rowe / Chris.  
 

Military: Craig Cassell / Jake Ellithorpe / Jordon Fulton / Justin Issler / Tikhon / Nicholas / & All 
Military  

 ATTENDANCE  
 

12/27 Vespers, 5 attending; 12/28 Divine Liturgy, 23 attending (1 guest); 12/31 
Vespers, 4 attending; 1/01 Divine Liturgy, 6 attending  

CHARITY OF THE MONTH   
 

“Support a Priest (OCMC);” is the charity we donate to for the month of January. 

JANUARY CANDLE SPONSORS  
 

Altar Candles: Fr. Peter and Mat. Michelle, For Health and God’s Blessings for Barbara 
Wroblewski, and Michal & Helena Tomáš ($50); Chandelier: Available ($50); Eternal 
Light & Icon Screen: Available ($25); Candles at the Cross: Laura Kovach, Birthday 
blessings to Jim and Sarah ($20); Candles at St. Tikhon Icon: Available ($20) 
 

VIGILS FOR DEC 28 
 

Susan Guzy 1 For the health of Heidi, Gary, Russ, Tina & Tony, Birthday blessings to 
Father John 
 

Laura Kovach 3 For health and/or healing of Lindsay & Janet, Jerry Z., Patti O., Deb F., Tony M., 
Russ M., Barbara D., Matushka Michelle, Burt K., Bobbie R., Peggy S., Brenda T., Matushka Melania, 
Ron R., Betty K., Margaret M., Hannah S., Mark M., Dana M., Bodhi C., and Irene V.      
Safe travels for our family, friends and us    
Birthday blessings to Jim     
 

Natalie Twarek 12  Birthday blessings for Sean(12/23), Birthday blessings for Brexly(12/27), 
Birthday blessing for Fr John Adamcio(12/26), Safe travel for Jim & Laura,  For health and recovery of 
Richard Williams, For the health of Elaine, For the health of Fr Peter & Matushka Michelle,  For the 
health and recovery Christine Twarek,   For the health & recovery of Matushka Melania,  For the health 
and recovery of Patty, Cathy, Patti, Laura, Kathy & Cliff, Irene,  Ron & Bobbie, Rodney, Betty, Carol, 
Kayla, Pam, Jim,  Heidi, Wayne, Peggy, Marcia, Health and healing for Father’s parents Michal & 



Helena and Matushka’s mom Barbara, and Walter, For the health of Jen, Tina,Tony, Father David, 
Carole, Gary, Sharon, Sonya, Margi & Joe, MaryAnn & Bob, Bodhi, Stella, Jake, Pat, Special Intentions  

DECEMBER AND JANUARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES   

 

 7 – Susan Guzy; 8 – Matushka Melania Adamcio *; 13 – Mary Blackford; 13 – Roger & Debby 
Pinta Anniversary; 16 – Matushka Michelle Tomas; 17 – Kayla Fay; 22 – Link Schaffer Paull  

UP-COMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH – MARK YOUR CALENDAR  
 

Jan. 5th   Eve of Theophany – Vespers at 6:00 pm followed by Holy Supper (Monday) 
 

Jan. 6th   THEOPHANY (BAPTISM) OF OUR LORD – Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM (Tuesday) 
 

Jan 18th   Potluck followed by Annual Parish Meeting (Sunday)  
 

Feb 2nd   MEETING OF OUR LORD IN THE TEMPLE (Monday) 

READERS LIST  
 

Sunday Jan 4 – Joe 
Sunday Jan 11 – Tim 

CLEANING SCHEDULE    
 

Jan 5, Natalie 
Jan 12, Tim 
Jan 19, Sue 
Jan 26, Jean 

COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR LIST 
 

Jan 4  -  Gabe Mazurik 
Jan 5 -  Holy Supper  

 

Please sign up to host coffee hour. Signup sheet is located in the Social Hall. 

SUNDAY OFFERING 
 

Sunday, December 28, 2025 

   Tithe     $   563.00  

Donations    $     40.00 

Candles    $     42.00 

    Vigils     $     65.00 

Holy Day Donation   $   100.00 

Total:                $   810.00 
 

May the Lord reward you for your financial and spiritual support! 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING   
 

Our Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 18th, following the Divine 
Liturgy. All voting members in good standing are encouraged not only to attend this vitally 
important meeting, but also to constructively participate.  Please mark your calendars and 



prepare for the meeting by prayer, fasting, and receiving Holy Confession and Holy Communion.  This 
is the second announcement.   
 

To Be a Voting Member in Good Standing   
 

The Parish Bylaws of the Diocese of the Midwest, Orthodox Church in America, defines a "voting 
member in good standing:"   
 

a) is a Baptized and Chrismated Orthodox Christian;  
 

b) is at least 18 years of age;  
 

c) partakes of the Sacraments of Private Confession and Communion in one's home parish at least once 
a year;  
 

d) has been a member of the Parish for a prior consecutive six (6) month period; and  
 

e) regularly fulfills such financial obligation as established by the All-American Councils, Diocesan 
Assemblies, and the Parish, which obligations may be adjusted or waived by the Rector in consultation 
with the Parish Council.   (Article II, Section 2)   
 

If there is any question regarding your status as a "voting member in good standing," please see Fr. 
Peter.  
 

We kindly ask that the following reports be prepared and submitted to Fr. Peter as soon as possible so 
they can be copied and distributed: 
 

- President’s Report (Natalie) 
- All Financial Reports including Fundraising (Joe) 
- Cemetery and Envelopes Reports (Natalie) 
- Baking Report (Tina) 
- Bookstore Report (Bobbie) 

“SVJAT VECHUR” HOLY SUPPER    
 

Our Traditional “Svjat Vechur” Holy Supper will take place tomorrow, Monday, 
January 5th after Vespers and the Divine liturgy. We would like to invite you 
all for the supper and ask you to bring your family and friends along to share in the 

joy of the Nativity Season. To make sure that we have a seat for everyone attending, we kindly ask that 
you give a us the count of the people attending. The sign-up sheet is located in the vestibule of the 
church. We also ask that you prepare your traditional Christmas Eve dishes to share with everyone. 

THEOPHANY – THE ANNUAL BLESSING OF HOMES 

 

Between the Feast of Theophany and the beginning of the Great Fast (Lent), it is customary 
in our Holy Church to have our homes blessed by the parish priest with the Holy Water 
sanctified on this glorious Feast Day. This is an ancient tradition of the Orthodox Church 
and through it we extend the “Blessing of Jordan” into our homes and private places. 

 

This Blessing of our homes underscores and enhances the connection between our parish life and our 
“Home Church.” It also gives us and our children an opportunity to see our priest in a more personal 
setting. All of this strengthens our relationship with God and His Holy Church. 
 

Why do we bless houses year after year? 
 

Christ, by entering the Jordan, sanctified it, and with it all creation. Material creation once again 
became “very good” as it was in the beginning. The central sign of God’s sanctification of all things 
through the feast of Theophany is the act of blessing the homes of faithful Christians.  



 

The priest visits members of the Church to pray with them in the place where they live, and to bless 
their surroundings with Holy Water. He asks God to have mercy on the house, to rid it of every evil and 
to fill it with every blessing. Thus, the house itself, together with the living persons of the family, is 
“filled with all the fullness of God.” 
 

Please Note: Parishioners who wish to have their house blessed are asked to fill out the form, which 
can be found in the vestibule. Each household that requests this blessing will be contacted by phone to 
schedule the mutual convenient time. 

Feast of the Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
Commemorated on January 6   
 

Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy Trinity to the 
world through the Baptism of the Lord (Mt.3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; 
Luke 3:21-22). God the Father spoke from Heaven about the Son, the 

Son was baptized by Saint John the Forerunner, and the Holy Spirit descended upon the Son in the 
form of a dove. From ancient times this Feast was called the Day of Illumination and the Feast of Lights, 
since God is Light and has appeared to illumine “those who sat in darkness,” and “in the region of the 
shadow of death” (Mt.4:16), and to save the fallen race of mankind by grace. 
 

In the ancient Church it was the custom to baptize catechumens at the Vespers of Theophany, so that 
Baptism also is revealed as the spiritual illumination of mankind. 
 

The origin of the Feast of Theophany goes back to Apostolic times, and it is mentioned in The Apostolic 
Constitutions (Book V:13). From the second century we have the testimony of Saint Clement of 
Alexandria concerning the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, and the night vigil before this Feast. 
There is a third century dialogue about the services for Theophany between the holy martyr Hippolytus 
and Saint Gregory the Wonderworker. In the following centuries, from the fourth to ninth century, all 
the great Fathers of the Church: Gregory the Theologian, John Chrysostom, Ambrose of Milan, John of 
Damascus, commented on the Feast of Theophany. 
 

The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and Byzantios composed much liturgical music for this 
Feast, which is sung at Orthodox services even today. Saint John of Damascus said that the Lord was 
baptized, not because He Himself had need for cleansing, but “to bury human sin by water,” to fulfill 
the Law, to reveal the mystery of the Holy Trinity, and finally, to sanctify “the nature of water” and to 
offer us the form and example of Baptism. 
 

On the Feast of the Baptism of Christ, the Holy Church proclaims our faith in the most sublime mystery, 
incomprehensible to human intellect, of one God in three Persons. It teaches us to confess and glorify 
the Holy Trinity, one in Essence and Undivided. It exposes and overthrows the errors of ancient 
teachings which attempted to explain the Creator of the world by reason, and in human terms. 
 

The Church shows the necessity of Baptism for believers in Christ, and it inspires us with a sense of 
deep gratitude for the illumination and purification of our sinful nature. The Church teaches that our 
salvation and cleansing from sin is possible only by the power of the grace of the Holy Spirit, therefore 
it is necessary to preserve worthily these gifts of the grace of holy Baptism, keeping clean this priceless 
garb, for “As many as have been baptized into Christ, have put on Christ” (Gal 3:27). 
 

On the day of Theophany, all foods are permitted, even if the Feast falls on a Wednesday or Friday. 

 
 
 
 


