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EPISTLE: Galatians 6:11-18 
 

Brethren: See with what large letters I have written to you with 

my own hand! As many as desire to make a good showing 

in the flesh, these would compel you to be circumcised, only that 

they may not suffer persecution for the cross of Christ. For not 

even those who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to 

have you circumcised that they may boast in your flesh. But God 

forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, by whom the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 

world. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 

uncircumcision avails anything, but a new creation. And as many 

as walk according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, 

and upon the Israel of God. From now on let no one trouble 

me, for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. 

Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your 

spirit. Amen. 

GOSPEL: Lk 8:41-56 

At that time, a man named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue came to Jesus. And he fell down at 

Jesus’ feet and begged Him to come to his house, for he had an only daughter about twelve years of age, 

and she was dying. But as He went, the multitudes thronged Him. Now a woman, having a flow of blood 

for twelve years, who had spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any, came 

from behind and touched the border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood stopped. And 

Jesus raises Jairus’ daughter 
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Jesus said, “Who touched Me?” When all denied it, Peter and those with him said, “Master, the 

multitudes throng and press You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’” But Jesus said, “Somebody touched 

Me, for I perceived power going out from Me.” Now when the woman saw that she was not hidden, she 

came trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all the people the 

reason she had touched Him and how she was healed immediately. And He said to her, “Daughter, be 

of good cheer; your faith has made you well. Go in peace.” While He was still speaking, someone came 

from the ruler of the synagogue’s house, saying to him, “Your daughter is dead. Do not trouble the 

Teacher.” But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, saying, “Do not be afraid; only believe, and she 

will be made well.” When He came into the house, He permitted no one to go in except Peter, James, 

and John, and the father and mother of the girl. Now all wept and mourned for her; but He said, “Do 

not weep; she is not dead, but sleeping.” And they ridiculed Him, knowing that she was dead. But He 

put them all outside, took her by the hand and called, saying, “Little girl, arise.” Then her spirit returned, 

and she arose immediately. And He commanded that she be given something to eat. And her parents 

were astonished, but He charged them to tell no one what had happened. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Tony Monastra, 2119 Willow Cove, Marblehead, OH 43440; Bobbie Royhab, 148 
Cottage Cove Drive, Marblehead, OH 43440; Patti Owens, 311 Woodbridge Road 

Vermilion, OH 44089; Irene Vangeloff, 3580 Shaw Ave., Apt. 305, Cincinnati, OH 45208 Tel.: (513) 
376-9693 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

NOVEMBER REPOSED 
 

Mary Hritsko (1948) No date provided; Anna Holodnak (1951) No date provided; John 
Danchisen (1951) No date provided; Michael Guzy (1927) No date provided; Mary Lou 
Hobson (2015) No date provided; 1-Peter Felenchak (1974); 2- Donald Sennich (1994); 3- 
Marian Glovinsky (2001); 5- Margaret Pietropolo (2009); 5- Dan Opritza (2021) 5- Joseph 

Guzy (1974); 6- William Rentz (2018); 6- Michael Chemorov (2019); 8- Ann G Stretchberry (2003); 8- 

 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK  
 
MON. Nov 10 Apostles of the Seventy: Erastus, Olympas, Herodion, Sosipater, Quartus, and Tertius;  

1 Thess 1:1-5, Lk 12:13-15,22-31 
 

TUE. Nov 11 Martyr Menas of Egypt; 1 Thess 1:6-10, Lk 12:42-48 
 

WED. Nov 12 Saint John the Merciful, Patriarch of Alexandria; 1 Thess 2:1-8, Lk 12:48-59 
 

THU.  Nov 13 Saint John Chrysostom, Archbishop of Constantinople; 1 Thess 2:9-14, Lk 13:1-9 
 

FRI. Nov 14 Holy, All-Praised Apostle Philip; 1 Thess 2:14-19, Lk 13:31-35 
 

SAT.  Nov 15  Holy Martyrs and Confessors Gurias, Samonas, and Habibus; 2 Cor 8: 1-5, Lk 9:37-43 
   The Nativity Fast begins 
 

4:00 PM  VESPERS  
 

SUN. Nov 16   23rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, Tone 6 
 

9:10 AM HOURS 
9:30 AM  DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Coffee Social 



Anne Catherine Glovinsky (2004); 9- Ann Golob (No year recorded); 9- Robley Blackford (2021); 18- 
Archpriest George Timko (2000) Former Pastor; 19- Evelyn Biecheler (2002); 19- Frances (Nancy B. 
mom) (2019); 19- Orestes Mihaly No year provided; 21- Ann S. Ratica (1991); 22- Joann Carender No 
year provided; 22- Mary Dziak (2024); 23- George Michael Elchisco (2016); 23- Violet Bargdill (1995); 
26- Janet Elchisko (2018); 28- Anna Grabonsky (1972); 29-Alexander Mazur (2003) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PRAYER LIST 
 

Parishioners & Family: Tony Manastra / Alvin Foland / Delaine Ward (Ron Royhab’s sister) / 
Rachel and her unborn baby / Kristen Cassell / Laura DeKemper / Tom Hileman / Cliff & Kathy Ruggles 
/ Sandra / Renee Haynal / Sharon Shaheen (Patti Owen’s sister) / Norb / Heidi Golob / Ron & Bobbie 
Royhab /Rodney Clevenger / Jennifer Heffernan / Pam / Jim Twarek / Ed Garrity / Patti Owens / 
Barbara Wroblewski / Michal Tomáš / Helena Tomášová / Ruth Sheller / Carol / David Martin / Fred 
Soski / Irene Vangeloff / Sonja Rose / James Bargdill / Carole Conaway/ Gary Conaway / Sharon 
Dietrich / Michael Glovinsky / Shirley Gresh / Betty Kovach / Child Stella Miller / William Pipenur / 
Helen Jean Rofkar / George Royhab / Marianne Royhab / Kathy Jacob / the child Bodhi Cassell / Gleice, 
Sophie & Chloe / Carol / Nora.  
 

Other Requests: Russ M. / Suzeann / Laura Engler / Robin (Niece of Kathy Ruggles)  / Catechumen 
Sessely / Catechumen Daniel / Catechumen Adam / Steve Rohweder / Nicole Williams / John Couture 
/ Don / Ann Turinsky / Marcia / Sarah King / Catechumen Blake Shoemaker / Linkoln Paull / 
Matushka Melania / Sharyn Osborne / Christine Zahm / Amy / Bill Byrnes / Susanne / Charles Schlett 
/ Kathy Debevits / Maxwell Chaney / Anthony / Archpriest Ján Čižmár / Archpriest David Lis / 
Archpriest Emilian & Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan / Donald Gresh / Mark Ludvik / Robert Piznar / 
William / Rick Rowe / Chris.  
 

Military: Craig Cassell / Jake Ellithorpe / Jordon Fulton / Justin Issler / Tikhon / Nicholas / & All 
Military  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NOVEMBER CANDLE SPONSORS  
 

Altar Candles: Joe & Valerie Schutt, Holy Assumption Orthodox Church Clergy & 
Congregation ($50); Chandelier: Joe & Valerie Schutt, In memory of Violet 
Bargdill (November 25, 1995) ($50); Eternal Light & Icon Screen: Available ($25); 
Candles at the Cross: Laura Kovach, Birthday blessings to Madelyn, Amanda, Andrew, and 

Betty; and in memory of Uncle Alex ($20); Candles at St. Tikhon Icon: Fr. Peter and Mat. Michelle, 
For Health and God’s Blessings for Barbara Wroblewski, and Michal & Helena Tomáš ($20) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VIGILS FOR NOV 2 
 

Susan Guzy 1 In loving memory of departed grandfather Michael, Godfather Peter 
(11/1/74) Uncle Joseph(11/6/74) Vichnaya Pamyat! 

 

Laura Kovach 3 For health and/or healing of Tony M., Russ M., Martha B., Barbara D., Matushka 
Michelle, Burt K., Debbie F., Bobbie R., Peggy S., Alex M., Nick S., Brenda T., Matushka Melania, Ron 
R., Betty K., Margaret M., Hannah S., Mark M., Dana M., Bodhi C., Irene V, and Heidi G.  
Safe travels for Jim, Tina and Tony 
Memory Eternal to Curt Laubner     
 

Sandy Martin 1 Special Intentions 
 

Natalie Twarek 8  God's grace and strength to Basil, Safe travel for Tina & Tony,  God's grace and 
strength for Nikki, Sean and family, For the health of Matushka Michelle,   For the health & recovery of 
Matushka Melania,  For the health and recovery of  Laura, Kathy & Cliff, Basil, Irene,  Ron & Bobbie, 
Rodney, Betty, Carol, Kayla, Pam, Jim,  Heidi, Wayne, Peggy, Marcia, Health and healing for Father’s 
parents Michal & Helena and Matushka’s mom Barbara, and Walter, For the health of Jen, Tina,Tony, 



Father David, Carole, Gary, Sharon, Sonya, Margi & Joe, MaryAnn & Bob, Bodhi, Stella, Jake, Pat, 
special intentions 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ATTENDANCE  
 

11/01 Vespers, 10 attending (1 guests); 11/02 Divine Liturgy, 26 attending (2 guests); 11/07 
Vespers, 7 attending; 11/08 Divine Liturgy, 8 attending  

________________________________________________________________________________________________

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES   
 

8 – Sessely Maciejewski; 16 – Valerie Schutt; 17 – Cole Heffernan; 17 – Roddie Mazurik; 30 – 
Victoria Voloschuk 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 CHARITY OF THE MONTH  
 

“St. Herman's House” is the charity we donate to for the month of November. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

OUR SYMPATHIES – MEMORY ETERNAL! 
 

We would like to express our deepest sympathies to the family and friends of † BASIL 

(BILL) GLOVINSKY who entered the Life Eternal on Wednesday, November 5th. The 
Funeral services will take place tomorrow, Monday, November 10th at our church at 10:00 AM 
with the prior viewing at 9:00 AM. Viewing at Neidecker, Crosser & Priesman Funeral Home 
will take place today, Sunday, November 9th between hours 2:00 – 8:00 PM, with the Panakhida 
served at 7:00 PM.  
The luncheon will take place at VFW in Marblehead after the interment service at our cemetery. “In 
blessed repose grant eternal rest, O Lord, to your ever-remembered servant † BASIL, and make his 

Memory Eternal! Vichnayja Yemu Pamyať!” 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

NEW CATECHUMENS IN OUR PARISH 
 

We are happy to announce that Josh & Stephanie Bundren, and Mike & Sharon Cole will become 
new Catechumens of our parish and will be received into Catechumenate next Sunday, November 
16th day before the Divine Liturgy. May Our Lord and God bless them as they prepare to be fully 
received into the Holy Orthodox Church in the near future! Na Mnogaya Leta! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 
 

Parish Council Meeting will take place tomorrow, Monday, November 10th at 6:00 pm in 
our Social Hall. Attendance of all council members is kindly requested. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Parish Council meetings are open for attendance to all members of the Parish. An open forum 

may be held, at which time a member of the Parish, recognized by the Chair, may speak on an issue.  However, 

only members of the Parish Council may make a formal resolution or vote on any issue. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

UP-COMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH – MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

Nov 10th –  Parish Council Meeting 6:00 pm at Social Hall (Monday) 
 

Nov 13th –  Monthly Parish Social 6:00 pm at Ciao Bella Restaurant (Thursday) 
 

Nov 15th –  Beginning of Nativity Fast (Saturday) 
 

Nov 21st –  Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple (Friday) 
 

Dec 6th –  Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia (Saturday) 
 

Dec 7th –  Archpastoral Visit of His Eminence +Daniel (Sunday) 



________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
READERS LIST  
 

Sunday Nov 9 – Jake 
Sunday Nov 16 – Joe 
Sunday Nov 23 – Tim 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR LIST 

 

Nov 9 -  Dan & Sessely 
Nov 16 -  Jean (Fasting) 
Nov 23 -  Natalia & Ryan (Fasting) 
Nov 30 -  Danielle & Josh (Fasting) 

 

Please sign up to host coffee hour. Signup sheet is located in the Social Hall. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

SUNDAY OFFERING 
 

Sunday, November 2, 2025 

   Tithe     $1,845.00  

Donations    $   675.00 

Candles    $     62.00 

    Vigils     $   105.00 

Holy Day Donation   $   110.00 

St Herman’s House   $   235.00 

Candles at the cross   $     25.00 

Funeral Service Donation  $   139.00 

Total:                $3,196.00 
 

May the Lord reward you for your financial and spiritual support! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CLEANING SCHEDULE    
 

Nov 10, Susan 
Nov 17, Jean 
Nov 24, Laura 
Dec 1, Stephanie 

 

PLEASE NOTE: If there is anyone who is interested in joining the weekly rotation to clean the church, 
please see Laura and let her know. Currently, everyone on the rotation cleans 5 times a year.  With 
additional names, it would be even less often. We thank you in advance for your consideration and 
help!  
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PLEASE HELP YOUR HUNGRY NEIGHBOURS 

 

As we are approaching the Nativity Fasting period, one of the fasting disciplines is 
“almsgiving.” It would be very honorable if we can collect some non-perishable food, 
toiletries, paper products etc. for the needy in our community. If you are so inclined, please 
bring the items to our social hall and place them on the table. We will deliver the collected 

food and items to the food pantry or charitable organization in our area. We will also have a second 
“special collection” for the needy during the next few Sundays. Please, try to open your heart and help 
your needy neighbor. We thank you in advance for your care and generosity! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Synaxis of the Archangel Michael and the Other Bodiless Powers 
Commemorated on November 8 
 

The Synaxis of the Chief of the Heavenly Hosts, Archangel Michael and the Other 
Heavenly Bodiless Powers: Archangels Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Selaphiel, Jehudiel, 
Barachiel, and Jeremiel was established at the beginning of the fourth century at the 
Council of Laodicea, which met several years before the First Ecumenical Council. 
The 35th Canon of the Council of Laodicea condemned and denounced as heretical 
the worship of angels as gods and rulers of the world, but affirmed their proper 

veneration. 
 

A Feast day was established in November, the ninth month after March (with which the year began in 
ancient times) since there are Nine Ranks of Angels. The eighth day of the month was chosen for the 
Synaxis of all the Bodiless Powers of Heaven since the Day of the Dread Last Judgment is called the 
Eighth Day by the holy Fathers. After the end of this age (characterized by its seven days of Creation) 
will come the Eighth Day, and then “the Son of Man shall come in His Glory and all the holy Angels 
with Him” (Mt. 25:31). 
 

The Angelic Ranks are divided into three Hierarchies: highest, middle, and lowest. 
 

The Highest Hierarchy includes: the Seraphim, Cherubim and Thrones. 
 

The six-winged SERAPHIM (Flaming, Fiery) (Is 6:2) stand closest of all to the Most Holy Trinity. They 
blaze with love for God and kindle such love in others. 
 

The many-eyed CHERUBIM (outpouring of wisdom, enlightenment) (Gen 3:24) stand before the Lord 
after the Seraphim. They are radiant with the light of knowledge of God, and knowledge of the mysteries 
of God. Through them wisdom is poured forth, and people’s minds are enlightened so they may know 
God and behold His glory. 
 

The THRONES (Col 1:16) stand after the Cherubim, mysteriously and incomprehensibly bearing God 
through the grace given them for their service. They are ministers of God’s justice, giving to tribunals, 
kings, etc. the capacity for righteous judgment. 
 

The Middle Angelic Hierarchy consists of three Ranks: Dominions, Powers, and Authorities: 
 

DOMINIONS (Col 1:16) hold dominion over the angels subject to them. They instruct the earthly 
authorities, established by God, to rule wisely, and to govern their lands well. The Dominions teach us 
to subdue sinful impulses, to subject the flesh to the spirit, to master our will, and to conquer temptation. 
POWERS (1 Pet 3:22) fulfill the will of God without hesitation. They work great miracles and give the 
grace of wonderworking and clairvoyance to saints pleasing to God. The Powers assist people in 
fulfilling obediences. They also encourage them to be patient, and give them spiritual strength and 
fortitude. 
 

AUTHORITIES (1 Pet 3:22, Col 1:16) have authority over the devil. They protect people from demonic 
temptations, and prevent demons from harming people as they would wish. They also uphold ascetics 
and guard them, helping people in the struggle with evil thoughts. 
 

The Lowest Hierarchy includes the three Ranks: Principalities, Archangels, and Angels: 
 

PRINCIPALITIES (Col 1:16) have command over the lower angels, instructing them in the fulfilling of 
God’s commands. They watch over the world and protect lands, nations and peoples. Principalities 
instruct people to render proper honor to those in authority, as befits their station. They teach those in 
authority to use their position, not for personal glory and gain, but to honor God, and to spread word 
of Him, for the benefit of those under them. 

https://www.oca.org/saints/lives/2025/11/08
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ARCHANGELS (1 Thess 4:16) are messengers of great and wondrous tidings. They reveal prophecies 
and the mysteries of the faith. They enlighten people to know and understand the will of God, they 
spread faith in God among the people, illuminating their minds with the light of the Holy Gospel. 
 

ANGELS (1 Pet 3:22) are in the lowest rank of the heavenly hierarchy, and closest to people. They reveal 
the lesser mysteries of God and His intentions, guiding people to virtuous and holy life. They support 
those who remain steadfast, and they raise up the fallen. They never abandon us and they are always 
prepared to help us, if we desire it. 
 

All the Ranks of the Heavenly Powers are called angels, although each has its own name and position 
by virtue of their service. The Lord reveals His will to the highest ranks of the angels, and they in turn 
inform the others. 
 

Over all the Nine Ranks, the Lord appointed the Holy Archangel Michael (his name in Hebrew means 
“who is like unto God”), the faithful servitor of God, as Chief Commander. He cast down from Heaven 
the arrogantly proud Lucifer and the other fallen spirits when they rebelled against God. Michael 
summoned the ranks of angels and cried out, “Let us attend! Let us stand aright before our Creator and 
do not consider doing what is displeasing unto God!” 
 

According to Church Tradition, and in the church services to the Archangel Michael, he participated in 
many other Old Testament events. 
 

During the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt he went before them in the form of a pillar of cloud by 
day and a pillar of fire by night. Through him the power of the Lord was made manifest, annihilating 
the Egyptians and Pharaoh who were in pursuit of the Israelites. The Archangel Michael defended Israel 
in all its misfortunes. 
 

He appeared to Joshua Son of Navi and revealed the will of the Lord at the taking of Jericho (Josh 5:13-
16). The power of the great Chief Commander of God was manifest in the annihilation of the 185,000 
soldiers of the Assyrian emperor Sennacherib (4/2 Kings 19:35); also in the smiting of the impious 
leader Heliodorus (2 Macc. 3: 24-26); and in the protection of the Three Holy Youths: Ananias, Azarias 
and Misail, thrown into the fiery furnace for their refusal to worship an idol (Dan 3:22-25). 
 

Through the will of God, the Chief Commander Michael transported the Prophet Habbakuk (December 
2) from Judea to Babylon, to give food to Daniel in the lions’ den (Dan. 14:33-37). 
 

The Archangel Michael disputed with the devil over the body of the holy Prophet Moses (Jude 1:9). 
The holy Archangel Michael showed his power when he miraculously saved a young man, cast into the 
sea by robbers with a stone about his neck on the shores of Mt Athos. This story is found in the Athonite 
Paterikon, and in the Life of Saint Neophytus of Docheiariou (November 9). 
 

From ancient times the Archangel Michael was famed for his miracles in Rus. In the Volokolamsk 
Paterikon is a narrative of Saint Paphnutius of Borov with an account of Tatar tax-gatherers concerning 
the miraculous saving of Novgorod the Great: “Therefore Great Novgorod was never taken by the 
Hagarenes... when... for our sins the godless Hagarene emperor Batu devoured and set the Russian land 
aflame and came to Novgorod, and God and the Most Holy Theotokos shielded it with an appearance 
of Michael the Archangel, who forbade him to enter into it. He [Batu] was come to the Lithuanian city 
and came toward Kiev and saw the stone church, over the doors of which the great Archangel Michael 
had written and spoken to the prince his allotted fate, ‘By this we have forbidden you entry into Great 
Novgorod’.” 
 

Intercession for Russian cities by the Most Holy Queen of Heaven always involved Her appearances 
with the Heavenly Hosts, under the leadership of the Archangel Michael. Grateful Rus acclaimed the 
Most Pure Mother of God and the Archangel Michael in church hymns. Many monasteries, cathedrals, 
court and merchant churches are dedicated to the Chief Commander Michael. 



In old Kiev at the time of the accepting of Christianity, a cathedral of the Archangel was built, and a 
monastery also was named for him. Archangel cathedrals are found at Smolensk, Nizhni Novgorod, 
Staritsa, at Great Ustiug (beginning of the thirteenth century), and a cathedral at Sviyazhsk. In Rus 
there was not a city where there was not a church or chapel dedicated to the Archangel Michael. 
 

One of the chief temples of the city of Moscow, the burial church in the Kremlin, is dedicated to him. 
Numerous and beautiful icons of the Chief Commander of the Heavenly Hosts are also in his Cathedral. 
One of these, the Icon “Blessed Soldiery,” was painted in the Dormition Cathedral of the Moscow 
Kremlin. The saintly soldiers, Russian princes, are depicted under the leadership of the Archangel 
Michael. 
 

We invoke Saint Michael for protection from invasion by enemies and from civil war, and for the defeat 
of adversaries on the field of battle. He conquers all spiritual enemies. 
 

Holy Scripture and Tradition give us the names of the Archangels: 
 

Gabriel: strength (power) of God, herald and servitor of Divine omnipotence (Dan 8:16, Luke 1:26). He 
announces the mysteries of God. 
 

Raphael: the healing of God, the curer of human infirmities (Tobit 3:16, 12:15) 
 

Uriel: the fire or light of God, enlightener (2 Esdras 5:20). We pray for him to enlighten those with 
darkened minds. 
 

Selaphiel: the prayer of God, impelling to prayer (2 Esdras 5:15). He prays to God for mankind. 
Jehudiel: the glorifying of God, encouraging exertion for the glory of the Lord and interceding for the 
reward of efforts. 
 

Barachiel: distributor of the blessings of God for good deeds, entreats the mercy of God for people. 
 

Jeremiel: the raising up to God (2 Esdras 4:36) 
 
On icons the Archangels are depicted in according to the character of their service: 
 

Michael tramples the devil underfoot, and in his left hand holds a green date-tree branch, and in his 
right hand a spear with a white banner on which is outlined a scarlet cross, or sometimes a fiery sword. 
Gabriel with a branch from Paradise, presented by him to the Most Holy Virgin, or with a shining 
lantern in his right hand and with a mirror made of jasper in his left. 
 

Raphael holds a vessel with healing medications in his left hand, and with his right hand leads Tobias, 
carrying a fish for healing (Tobit 5-8). 
 

Uriel in his raised right hand holds a naked sword at the level of his chest, and in his lowered left hand 
“a fiery flame.” 
 

Selaphiel in a prayerful posture, gazing downwards, hands folded on the chest. 
 

Jehudiel holds a golden crown in his right hand, in his left, a whip of three red (or black) thongs. 
 

Barachiel is shown with a white rose on his breast. 
 

Jeremiel holds balance-scales in his hand. 
 

Each person has a guardian angel (Matt 18:10), and every nation also receives its own guardian angel 
from God (Dan. 10:13). When a church is consecrated, it also receives a guardian angel (Palladius, Dial. 
Ch. 10). 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Martyrs Onesiphorus and Porphyrius of Ephesus 
Commemorated on November 9 
 

The Holy Martyrs Onesiphorus and Porphyrius of Ephesus suffered during the 
persecution against Christians by the emperor Diocletian (284-305). They beat them 
and burned them. After this, they tied the saints to wild horses, which dragged them 
over the stones, after which the Martyrs Onesiphorus and Porphyrius died. Believers 
gathered the remains of the saints and reverently buried them. 

 

Venerable Matrona, Abbess of Constantinople 
Commemorated on November 9 
 

Saint Matrona, Abbess of Constantinople was born in the city of Perge Pamphylia (Asia Minor) in the 
fifth century. They gave her in marriage to a wealthy man named Dometian. When her daughter 
Theodota was born, they resettled in Constantinople. The twenty-five-year-old Matrona loved to walk 
to the temple of God. She spent entire days there, ardently praying to the Lord and weeping for her sins. 
At the church the saint met two pious Eldresses, Eugenia and Susanna, who from their youth lived there 
in asceticism, work and prayer. Matrona began to imitate the God-pleasing life of an ascetic, humbling 
her flesh by abstinence and fasting, for which she had to endure criticism by her husband. 
 

Her soul yearned for a full renunciation of the world. After long hesitation, Saint Matrona decided to 
leave her family and entreated the Lord to reveal whether her intent was pleasing to Him. The Lord 
heard the prayer of His servant. Once, during a light sleep, she had a dream that she had fled from her 
husband, who was in pursuit of her. The saint concealed herself in a crowd of monks approaching her, 
and her husband did not notice her. Matrona accepted this dream as a divine directive to enter a men’s 
monastery, where her husband would not think to look for her. 
 

She gave her fifteen-year-old daughter to be raised by the Eldress Susanna, and having cut her own hair 
and disguised herself in men’s attire, she went to the monastery of Saint Bassion (October 10). There 
the Nun Matrona passed herself off as the eunuch Babylos and was accepted as one of the brethren. 
Apprehensive lest the monks learn that she was a woman, the saint passed her time in constant quietude 
and much work. The brethren marveled at the great virtue of Babylos. 
 

One time the saint was working in the monastery vineyard with the other monks. The novice monk 
Barnabas noted that her ear-lobe was pierced and asked about it. “It is necessary, brother, to till the soil 
and not watch other people, which is not proper for a monk,” answered the saint. 
 

After a certain while it was revealed in a dream to Saint Bassion, the igumen of the monastery, that the 
eunuch Babylos was a woman. It was also revealed to Acacius, igumen of the nearby Abraham 
monastery. Saint Bassion summoned Saint Matrona and asked in a threatening voice why she had 
entered the monastery: to corrupt the monks, or to shame the monastery. 
 

With tears the saint told the igumen about all her past life, about her husband, hostile to her efforts and 
prayers, and about the vision directing her to go to the men’s monastery. Convinced that her intent was 
pure and chaste, Saint Bassion sent Saint Matrona to a women’s monastery in the city of Emesa. In this 
monastery the saint dwelt for many years, inspiring the sisters by her high monastic achievement. When 
the Abbess died, by the unanimous wish of the nuns the Nun Matrona became head of the convent. 
 

The fame of her virtuous activities, and miraculous gift of healing, which she acquired from the Lord, 
spread far beyond the walls of the monastery. Dometian also heard about the deeds of the nun. When 
Saint Matrona learned that her husband was coming to the monastery and wanted to see her, she 
secretly went off to Jerusalem, and then to Mount Sinai, and from there to Beirut, where she settled in 
an abandoned pagan temple. The local inhabitants learned of her seclusion, and began to come to her.  
The holy ascetic turned many from their pagan impiety and converted them to Christ. 
 



Women and girls began to settle by the dwelling of the nun and soon a new monastery was formed. 
Having fulfilled the will of God, revealed to her in a dream, the saint left Beirut and journeyed to 
Constantinople where she learned that her husband had died. With the blessing of her spiritual Father, 
Saint Bassion, the ascetic founded a women’s monastery in Constantinople, to which sisters from the 
Beirut convent she founded also transferred. The Constantinople monastery of Saint Matrona was 
known for its strict monastic rule and the virtuous life of its sisters. 
 

In extreme old age Saint Matrona had a vision of the heavenly Paradise and the place prepared for her 
there after 75 years of monastic labor. At the age of one hundred, Saint Matrona blessed the sisters, and 
quietly fell asleep in the Lord. 
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