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Holy Assumption Orthodox Church is a parish of the Orthodox Church in America,
Diocese of Chicago and the Midwest

| SEPTEMBER 13, 2026 I | FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST I

EPISTLE: Galatians 6:11-18

Brethren: With what large letters I have written to TH g G X ﬂ LT ﬂ T I 0 H

you with my own hand! As many as desire to make a

good showing in the flesh, these would compel you to ———
be circumcised, only that they may not suffer
persecution for the cross of Christ. For not even those
who are circumcised keep the law, but they desire to
have you circumcised that they may boast in your
flesh. But God forbid that I should boast except in the
cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has
been crucified to me, and I to the world. For in Christ

Jesus neither circumecision nor uncircumecision avails

anything, but a new creation. And as many as walk

I

according to this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, L WAL
and upon the Israel of God. From now on let no one . ‘
trouble me, for I bear in my body the marks of the OF THG Fﬂﬁ[;m”ﬁ Gﬁo{iﬁ

Lord Jesus. Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus

Christ be with your spirit. Amen. Exaltation of the Precious Cross
Feast Day — September 14™

EPISTLE: 2 Corinthians 4:6-15

It is the God who commanded light to shine out of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen


mailto:frpetertomas@yahoo.com
http://www.holyassumptionmarblehead.org/

vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. We are hard-pressed on every
side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down,
but not destroyed — always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus
also may be manifested in our body. For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that
the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. So then death is working in us, but life in
you. And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and therefore
I spoke,” we also believe and therefore speak, knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also
raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you. For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having
spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.

EPISTLE: Hebrew 3:1-4

Brethren: Partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our confession, Christ
Jesus, who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His house. For this One
has been counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built the house has more honor
than the house. For every house is built by someone, but He who built all things is God.

GOSPEL: John 3:13-17

The Lord said to his disciples: No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that
is, the Son of Man who is in heaven. And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the
Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God so
loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but
have everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world
through Him might be saved.

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:35-46

At that time, a certain lawyer came unto Jesus, asked Him a question, testing Him, and saying, “Teacher,
which is the great commandment in the law?” Jesus said to him, “’You shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” This is the first and great commandment.
And the second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” On these two commandments hang
all the Law and the Prophets.” While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, saying,
“What do you think about the Christ? Whose Son is He?” They said to Him, “The Son of David.” He said
to them, “How then does David in the Spirit call Him ‘Lord,’ saying: ‘The LORD said to my Lord, sit at
My right hand, till I make Your enemies Your footstool’? If David then calls Him ‘Lord,” how is He his
Son?” And no one was able to answer Him a word, nor from that day on did anyone dare question Him
anymore.

GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-18

At that time as Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, “Who do
men say that I, the Son of Man, am?” So, they said, “Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter answered
and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you,



Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I
also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not
prevail against it.

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK

MON. Sept 14 EXALTATION OF THE PRECIOUS CROSS;
1 Cor 1:18-24, Jn 19:6-11,13-20,25-28,30-35

9:10 AM HOURS
9:30 AM DIVINE LITURGY

TUE. Sept 15 Greatmartyr Niketas the Goth; Gal 5: 11-21 Mk 7:5-16

WED. Sept 16 Great Martyr Euphemia; Gal 6:2-10, Mk 7:14-24

THU. Sept 17 Martyr Sophia and her three daughters at Rome; Eph 1:1-9, Mk 7:24-30

FRI. Sept 18 Saint Eumenius; Eph 1:7-17, Mk 8:1-10

SAT. Sept 19 Martyrs Trophimus, Sabbatius, and Dorymedon; 1 Cor 10:23-28, Mt 24:34-44
4:00 PM  VESPERS

SUN. Sept 20 16th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST, Sunday after the Exaltation,
Tone 7

9:10 AM HOURS
9:30 AM DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Coffee Social

(’:"a FOR YOUR PRAYERS

Subdeacon John (Roger Pinta), P. O. Box 39, Middle Bass, OH 43446; Laura

Kovach, 382 South Church Road, Marblehead, OH 43440; Joe Schutt, 9340 Roseto
Villa Drive, Dublin, OH 43016; Tony Monastra, 2119 Willow Cove, Marblehead, OH 43440; Patti
Owens, 311 Woodbridge Road Vermilion, OH 44089; Irene Vangeloff, 3580 Shaw Ave., Apt. 305,
Cincinnati, OH 45208 Tel.: (513) 376-9693

PRAYER LIST

Parishioners & Family: Tom & Ellen Martin / Laura Kovach / Joe Schutt / Tony Monastra / Sessely
and her unborn baby / Russel / Debby /Subdeacon John (Roger Pinta) / Bryan Gibson / Tom Sitzler /
Valerie Schutt / Hayden Issler / Roger Pinta Jr. / Richard Williams / Christine Twarek / Tony Monastra
/ Alvin Foland / Delaine Ward (Ron Royhab’s sister) / Nikki and her newborn baby / Kristen Cassell /
Laura DeKemper / Tom Hileman / Cliff & Kathy Ruggles / Sandra / Renee Haynal / Sharon Shaheen
(Patti Owen’s sister) / Heidi Golob / Ron & Bobbie Royhab /Rodney Clevenger / Jennifer Heffernan /
Pam / Jim Twarek / Ed Garrity / Patti Owens / Barbara Wroblewski / Michal Tomas / Helena
Tomaéasova / Ruth Sheller / Carol / David Martin / Fred Soski / Irene Vangeloff / Sonja Rose / James
Bargdill / Carole Conaway/ Gary Conaway / Sharon Dietrich / Michael Glovinsky / Shirley Gresh /
Betty Kovach / Child Stella Miller / William Pipenur / Helen Jean Rofkar / George Royhab / Marianne
Royhab / Kathy Jacob / the child Bodhi Cassell / Gleice, Sophie & Chloe / Carol / Nora.

Other Requests: Catechumen Justin Inks / Catechumen Mariah Moses / Catechumen Cory Moses /
Chris Clabaugh / Samantha Lee / Peggy / Becky / Ella / Tom Virostek / Bob Stephenson / Jim Rinaldo
/ Roy / Greg / Patty Wandover / Russ M. / Suzeann / Laura Engler / Steve Rohweder / Nicole Williams



/ John Couture / Ann Turinsky / Marcia / Catechumen Blake Shoemaker / Linkoln Paull / Matushka
Melania / Sharyn Osborne / Amy / Bill Byrnes / Susanne / Charles Schlett / Kathy Debevits / Anthony
/ Archpriest Jan Cizmar / Archpriest David Lis / Archpriest Emilian Hutnyan / Archpriest John
Adamcio / Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan / Donald Gresh / Mark Ludvik / Robert Piznar / William / Rick
Rowe / Chris.

Military: Craig Cassell / Jake Ellithorpe / Jordon Fulton / Justin Issler / Tikhon / Nicholas / & All
Military

SEPTEMBER REPOSED

W George Mazur (1937) No date provided; George Mazurik (1940) No date provided; William
¢ Rose (1980) No date provided; 2- David Douglas (2015); 4- John Mataleska (1986); 4-
- Archpriest John Grandziuk (1947) Former Pastor; 5- Archpriest Michael Dziama (1944)
% Former Pastor; 7- Lisa Monak (2020); 14- Archpriest George Breyan (2009) Former
Pastor 14- Mary Kamiotis (2017); 15- Infant Sloane Swanton (2021); 15- Eileen Libb (2022); 16- John
George Mazurik (1997); 18- Bernie Labouda (2018); 19- Peter Rindfleisch (2006); 20- Nora Bird
(2017); 21- Joseph Mazur (2002); 26- Pastor Kevin Brown (2020); 27- Michael Ittescu (1968); 27-
Alison Pickney (2017); 277- Karen Milano (2017); 28- William Felenchak (1977)

VIGILS FOR September 6th

Bundren Family 1 Special Intentions

Sue Guzy 1 Happy Heavenly birthday to mom(9/2/23) Vichnaya Pamyat

Laura Kovach 3 For health and/or healing of Mary Blackford., Samantha L., Joe S., Elaine R., Mimi
T., Katie M., Roger P., Matushka Michelle, Robin L., Margi & Joe, Heidi & Wayne G., Lindsay & Janet,
Jerry Z., Patti O., Deb F., Russ M, Burt K., Bobbie & Ron R., Peggy S., Brenda T., Betty K., Margaret M.,
Mark M., Dana M., and Bodhi, C.

Memory eternal to Pam

Special intentions for Sharon and our family

Sandy Martin 1 Special Intentions
Gabe Mazurik 1 Special Intentions

Natalie Twarek 15 Birthday blessings for Chris & Brandon (9/7), Zach & Emma(9/8), For the health
and recovery of Samantha Lee, For the health and recovery of Chris Clabaugh, For the health of Sessely
and unborn baby, For the health and surgical recovery Laura and Joe and Elaine, For the health and
recovery of Roger, For the health of Nikki and Brynlee For God's guidance for Mia, For the health of
Fr Peter & Matushka Michelle, For the health of Fr John & Matushka Melania, For the health and
recovery of John, Mimi, Rodney, Jim, Mike, Tom, Mary, Ken, Bob, Richard, Patty, Patti, Laura, Kathy
& Cliff, Irene, Ron & Bobbie, Betty, Kayla, Heidi, Wayne, Peggy & Becky, Marcia, Health and healing
for Father’s parents Michal & Helena and Matushka’s mom Barbara & Walter, For the health of Nick
& family, Christine, Jen, Father David, Carole, Gary, Sharon, Sonya, Margi & Joe, MaryAnn & Bob,
Bodhi, Stella, Jake, Pat, Special Intentions

ATTENDANCE

09/06 Divine Liturgy, 41 attending (12 guests); 09/07 Vespers, 8 attending (1 guest); 09/08
Divine Liturgy, 10 attending (1 guest)

READERS LIST

Sunday Sep 13 — Tim
Sunday Sep 20 — Tim



~ SEPTEMBER CANDLE SPONSORS

Altar Candles: Joe & Valerie Schutt, In memory of Rose Haburt, Violet Bargdill & LaVerne

Schutt ($50); Chandelier: Joe & Valerie Schutt, For the newly baptized Rowan, Mike, Sharon,
@ Adam, Dan, Sessely, Joshua, Stephanie, & Max.; Tina Rindfleisch, In loving memory of her dad,
Earl ($50); Eternal Light & Icon Screen: Jean Hileman, God’s Blessings for Justin and his
deployment; Joe & Valerie Schutt, Good Health and Happiness for the Stamp, Paull, & Cole families;
($25); Candles at the Cross: Laura Kovach, Birthday blessings to Fin and Jack; Mike & Sharon Cole
for upcoming daughter's marriage ($20); Candles at St. Tikhon Icon: Sharon Cole, Special
Intentions; Mike & Sharon Cole for healing ($20)

W: SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

(DM‘ 13 — Tom & Jean Hileman Anniversary (51); 16 — Mariah Moses; 19 — Cooper Kowal*; 25 —
ﬁ&ﬁh Roger Pinta; 26 — Greg Twarek *

S CHARITY OF THE MONTH
7

W¥ “Support our Seminarians” is the charity we donate to for the month of September.

p CLEANING SCHEDULE

‘ Sep 14, Tina
) Sep 21, Jean
\ Sep 28, Stephanie

Oct 5, Laura
SUNDAY OFFERING
Sunday, September 6, 2026
Tithe $1,681.00
Donations $ 173.00
Candles $ 64.00
Vigils $  95.00
Holy Day Donation $ 125.00
Flowers Donations $ 150.00
Candles at St. Tikhon $ 20.00
Candles at the Cross $ 20.00
Building Restoration Fund $ 600.00
Total: $2,928.00

May the Lord reward you for your financial and spiritual support!

UP-COMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH — MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Sep 14th — Exaltation of the Precious Cross — Divine Liturgy 9:30 AM (Monday) E
Sep 17th —  Monthly Social at local restaurant 6:00 PM (Thursday) ’

Sep 19th — Market Day — 8:00 AM (Saturday)

Sep 22nd — Baking Day — 8:00 AM (Tuesday)

Sep 28th — Baking Day — 8:00 AM (Monday)

Oct 15t — Protection of the Most Holy Theotokos (Thursday)



Oct 10th — Market Day 8:00 am (Saturday)

Nov 15t —  Daylight saving time ends (Sunday)

Nov 15th — Beginning of Nativity Fast (Sunday)

Nov 215t — Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple (Saturday)
FLOWERS DONATIONS

#%  We wish to express our sincere thank you to the following parishioners for their generous
" donations for flowers for the feast of the Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos:

Susan Guzy - Susan Guzy in memory of departed Guzy, Felenchak, Szoldra, Gulla family
members

Jean Hileman - In loving memory of my aunt, Mary Opritza
May the Lord reward our donors for their generous donations and grant them all their petitions!

FLOWERS DONATIONS

We wish to express our sincere thank you to the following parishioners for their generous
donations for flowers which are adorning the Holt Cross for the feast of the Exaltation:

Jean Hileman - In loving memory of my mother, Helen Pipenur

Susan Guzy - Susan Guzy in memory of departed Guzy, Felenchak, Szoldra, Gulla family members
Fr. Peter — For the Health and God’s Blessings for Matushka Michelle

May the Lord reward our donors for their generous donations and grant them all their petitions!

SINCERE THANK YOU

(m/

; %( We would like to express our sincere thanks to Natalia, Ryan & Sebastian for their
/-  generous gifts of the Icon of St. Nectarious, as well as variety of Incense and anointing

oils which they brought from the Magnificient Church of St. Nectarious in Greece.

May Our Lord and God bless them with His special blessings and preserve them for Many Years.

Mnogaya Leta!

AN MARKET DAY

Holy Assumption
Market Days

Our next Market Day will take place on Saturday, September 19th starting with set up
”"”I””" at 8:00 AM. We will have halupki, perohi, kielbasa and kraut, bratwurst and kraut,
spanakopita, and a large variety of baked goods. Your help is needed and greatly appreciated!

i COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR LIST

Sep 13 - Danielle & Josh

Sep 20 - Natalia, Ryan & Sebastian
Sep 27 - Available

Oct 4 - Terri Cassell

Please sign up to host coffee hour. Signup sheet is located in the Social Hall
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Commemoration of the Founding of the Church of the Resurrection (Holy
Sepulchre) at Jerusalem

Commemorated on September 13

The Dedication of the Temple of the Resurrection of Christ at Jerusalem celebrates the
dedication of the Church of the Resurrection, built by Saint Constantine the Great and
his mother, the empress Helen.

After the voluntary Passion and Death on the Cross of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
the holy place of His suffering was long trampled on by pagans. When the Roman
emperor Titus conquered Jerusalem in the year 70, he razed the city and destroyed the Temple of
Solomon on Mount Moriah, leaving there not a stone upon a stone, as even the Savior foretold (Mt.13:1-

2).

Later on the zealous pagan emperor Hadrian (117-138) built on the site of the Jerusalem destroyed by
Titus a new city named Aelia Capitolina for him (Hadrian Aelius). It was forbidden to call the city by its
former name.

He gave orders to cover the Holy Tomb of the Lord with earth and stones, and on that spot to set up an
idol. On Golgotha, where the Savior was crucified, he constructed a pagan temple dedicated to the
goddess Venus in 119. Before the statues they offered sacrifice to demons and performed pagan rites,
accompanied by wanton acts.

In Bethlehem, at the place the Savior was born of the All-Pure Virgin, the impious emperor set up an
idol of Adonis. He did all this intentionally, so that people would forget completely about Christ the
Savior and that they would no loner remember the places where He lived, taught, suffered and arose in

glory.

At the beinning of the reign of Saint Constantine the Great (306-337), the first of the Roman emperors
to recognize the Christian religion, he and his pious mother the empress Helen decided to rebuild the
city of Jerusalem. They also planned to build a church on the site of the Lord’s suffering and
Resurrection, in order to reconsecrate and purify the places connected with memory of the Savior from
the taint of foul pagan cults.

The empress Helen journeyed to Jerusalem with a large quantity of gold, and Saint Constantine the
Great wrote a letter to Patriarch Macarius I (313-323), requesting him to assist her in every possible
way with her task of the renewing the Christian holy places.

After her arrival in Jerusalem, the holy empress Helen destroyed all the pagan temples and
reconsecrated the places desecrated by the pagans. She was zealous to find the Cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and she ordered the excavation of the place where the temple of Venus stood. There they
discovered the Sepulchre of the Lord and Golgotha, and they also found three crosses and some nails.

In order to determine upon which of the three crosses the Savior was crucified, Patriarch Macarius gave
orders to place a dead person, who was being carried to a place of burial, upon each cross in turn. When
the dead person was placed on the Cross of Christ, he immediately came alive. With the greatest of joy
the empress Helen and Patriarch Macarius raised up the Life-Creating Cross and displayed it to all the
people standing about.

The holy empress quickly began the construction of a large church which enclosed within its walls
Golgotha, the place of the Crucifixion of the Savior, and the Sepulchre of the Lord, located near each
other. The holy Apostle and Evangelist John wrote about this: "Now in the place where He was crucified,
there was a garden, and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had yet been laid. Therefore they
laid Jesus there because of the Jewish preparation day, for the tomb was nearby" (John 19:41-42). The
Church of the Resurrection was ten years in building, and the holy empress Helen did not survive to see


https://images.oca.org/icons/lg/september/0913restorationsepulchre.jpg

its completion. She returned to Constantinople, and reposed in the year 327. After her arrival in
Jerusalem, the holy empress built churches in Bethlehem, on the Mount of Olives, at Gethsemane and
in many other places connected with the life of the Savior and events in the New Testament.

The construction of the church of the Resurrection, called "Martyrion" in memory of the sufferings of
the Savior, was completed in the same year as the Council of Tyre, and in the thirtieth year of the reign
of Saint Constantine the Great. Therefore, at the assembly of September 13, 335, the consecration of the
temple was particularly solemn. Hierarchs of Christian Churches in many lands: Bythnia, Thrace,
Cilicia, Cappadocia, Syria, Mesopotamia, Phoenicia, Arabia, Palestine, and Egypt, participated in the
consecration of the church. The bishops who participated in the Council of Tyre, and many others, went
to the consecration in Jerusalem. On this day all the city of Jerusalem was consecrated. The Fathers of
the Church established September 13 as the commemoration of this remarkable event.
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The Universal Exaltation of the Precious and Life-Giving Cross
Commemorated on September 14

The pagan Roman Emperors tried to obliterate the holy places where our Lord Jesus
Christ suffered and rose from the dead, so that they would be forgotten. Emperor
Hadrian (117-138) ordered that Golgotha and the Lord's Sepulchre be buried, and that
atemple in honor of the pagan "goddess" Venus and a statue of Jupiter be placed there.

Pagans gathered at this place and offered sacrifice to idols. Eventually after 300 years,
by Divine Providence, the Christian holy places, the Sepulchre of the Lord, and the
Life-giving Cross, were discovered and opened for veneration. This took place under
Emperor Constantine the Great (306-337) after his victory over Maxentius (in 312), who ruled the
Western part of the Roman Empire, and over Licinius, the ruler of its Eastern part. In the year 323
Constantine became the sole ruler of the vast Roman Empire.

In 313 Saint Constantine issued the Edict of Milan, by which Christianity was legalized and persecutions
against Christians in the Western half of the Empire were stopped. Although Licinius had signed the
Edict of Milan in order to oblige Constantine, he continued his cruel persecutions against Christians.
Only after his conclusive defeat did the Edict of Milan extend also to the Eastern part of the Empire.
The Holy Equal of the Apostles Emperor Constantine, triumphing over his enemies in three wars, with
God’s assistance, had seen the Sign of the Cross in the heavens. Written beneath were the words: “By
this you shall conquer.”

Ardently desiring to find the Cross upon which our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified, Saint Constantine
sent his mother, the pious Empress Helen (May 21), to Jerusalem, providing her with a letter to Saint
Makarios, the Patriarch of Jerusalem. Saint Helen journeyed to the holy places connected with the
earthly life of the Savior, building more than 80 churches, at Bethlehem the birthplace of Christ, and
on the Mount of Olives where the Lord ascended to Heaven, and at Gethsemane where the Savior
prayed before His sufferings, and where the Mother of God was buried after her Dormition.

Although the holy Empress Helen was no longer young, she set about completing the task with
enthusiasm. In her search for the Life-giving Cross, she questioned both Christians and Jews, but for a
long time her search remained unsuccessful. Finally, she was directed to a certain elderly Jew named
Jude who stated that the Cross was buried beneath the temple of Venus. They demolished the pagan
temple and, after praying, they began to excavate the ground. Soon the Lord's Tomb was uncovered.
Not far from it were three crosses, and a board with the inscription ordered by Pilate, and four nails
which had pierced the Lord’s Body (March 6).

In order to discover on which of the three crosses the Savior had been crucified, Patriarch Makarios
alternately touched the crosses to a corpse. When the Cross of the Lord touched the dead man, he was
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restored to life. After witnessing the raising of the dead man, everyone was convinced that the Life-
giving Cross had been found.

Christians came in a huge crowd to venerate the Holy Cross, beseeching Saint Makarios to lift the Cross,
so that those far off could see it. Then the Patriarch and other spiritual leaders lifted the Holy Cross,
and the people prostrated themselves before the Honorable Wood, saying “Lord have mercy." This
solemn event occurred in the year 326.

During the discovery of the Life-giving Cross another miracle took place: a woman who was close to
death was healed by the shadow of the Holy Cross. The elderly Jude (October 28) and other Jews
believed in Christ and were baptized. Jude was given the name Kyriakos, and later he was consecrated
as the Bishop of Jerusalem. He suffered a martyr’s death for Christ during the reign of Emperor Julian
the Apostate (361-363).

Saint Helen took part of the Life-giving Wood and nails with her to Constantinople. Saint Constantine
ordered a majestic and spacious church to built at Jerusalem in honor of the Resurrection of Christ,
also including under its roof the Life-giving Tomb of the Lord and Golgotha. The church was built in
ten years. Saint Helen did not survive until the dedication of the church, she reposed in the year 327.
The church was consecrated on September 13, 335. On the following day, September 14, the festal
celebration of the Exaltation of the Honorable and Life-giving Cross was established.

Another event connected to the Cross of the Lord is remembered also on this day: its return to
Jerusalem from Persia after a fourteen-year captivity. During the reign of the Byzantine Emperor
Phokas (602-610) the Persian king Khozrées II attacked Constantinople defeated the Greek army,
plundered Jerusalem, capturing both the Life-giving Cross of the Lord and the Holy Patriarch Zachariah

(609-633).

The Cross remained in Persia for fourteen years, and only under Emperor Herakleios (610-641), who
defeated Khozroes and concluded peace with his successor and son Syroes, was the Lord's Cross
returned to the Christians.

With great solemnity the Life-giving Cross was transferred to Jerusalem. Emperor Herakleios, wearing
a crown and his royal purple garments carried the Cross of Christ. The Emperor was accompanied by
Patriarch Zachariah. At the gates by which they ascended Golgotha, the Emperor stopped suddenly and
was unable to proceed. The holy Patriarch explained to the Emperor that an Angel of the Lord was
blocking his way. Herakleios was told to remove his royal trappings and to walk barefoot, since He Who
bore the Cross for the salvation of the world had made His way to Golgotha in all humility. Then
Herakleios donned plain clothes, and without further hindrance, carried the Cross of Christ into the
church.

In a sermon on the Exaltation of the Cross, Saint Andrew of Crete (July 4) says: “The Cross is exalted,
and everything true is gathered together, the Cross is exalted, and the city makes solemn, and the people
celebrate the feast."
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DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST

11 September, 2026
Venerable Theodora of Alexandria
Ne, 193

ARCHPASTORAL MESSAGE OF THE MOST REVEREND DANIEL
ARCHBISHOP OF CHICAGO AND THE MIDWEST
ON THE 25™ ANNIVERSARY OF SEPTEMBER 1t

To the Clergy, Monastics, Faithful and Friends of the Diocese of the Midwest

Beloved in Christ,

Twenty-five years ago, on the morning of September 11, 2001, death and evil entered the world and our nation in
a shocking and violent manner. Thousands of innocent people lost their lives, and the lives of countless others
were forever changed. Parents, children, spouses, friends, neighbors, and colleagues were taken. And those who
survived were robbed of their loved ones. In the days and years that have followed the terrors of that day, our
nation has borne - and continues to bear—profound sorrow and deep grief.

Twenty-five years have now passed, yet 9/11 remains one of the darkest days in our nation’s history. In a matter
of moments, violence shattered ordinary lives. And that dark moment was played out before our very eyes and is
embedded in our memory forever.

However, we also remember that the powers of evil and darkness did not conquer. “The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5). Indeed, amid the devastation of that horrific day, light
broke through. People revealed extraordinary courage, strength, faith, and love. First responders ran toward
danger. Strangers carried one another to safety. Communities gathered to pray, mourn, serve, and rebuild. In one
of our darkest hours, the light of compassion shone with remarkable power.

On this twenty-fifth anniversary, let us remember those who died, those who continue to mourn them, and all
those whose lives were forever changed. Let us honor the courage of those who served and sacrificed. And let us
recommit ourselves to being bearers of Christ’s unconquered light - choosing mercy over hatred, unity over
division, service over indifference, and hope over fear.

May God comfort all who continue to grieve. May God grant peace to our nation and our world. And may the
memory of September 11 call us to live with greater faith, compassion, courage, and love.

With love in Christ the Giver of Light,

DANIEL
Archbishop of Chicago and the Midwest

017 North Wood Street + Cﬁicago, Ulinois 60622 + 312-202-0420 + W.dimwcu.org



