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EPISTLE: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11  
 
Brethren: I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, 

which also you received and in which you stand, by which also 

you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to 

you – unless you believed in vain. For I delivered to you first of 

all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that 

He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and 

that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. After that He 

was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the 

greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 

After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. Then 

last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due 

time. For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to 

be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

But by the grace of God, I am what I am, and His grace toward 

me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than they 

all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 

Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and so you 

believed. 

EPISTLE: Philippians 2:5-11 
 
Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider 

it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, 
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and coming in the likeness of men. And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and 

became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. Therefore, God also has highly 

exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee 

should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every 

tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

GOSPEL: Matthew 19:16-26  
 
At that time a certain young man came to Jesus and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing shall 

I do that I may have eternal life?” So, He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but 

One, that is, God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.” He said to Him, “Which 

ones?” Jesus said, “’You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You 

shall not bear false witness,’ ’Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.’ “The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still 

lack?” Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and you 

will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.” But when the young man heard that saying, he went 

away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Assuredly, I say to you 

that it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. And again, I say to you, it is easier for a 

camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God. When His 

disciples heard it, they were greatly astonished, saying, “Who then can be saved?” But Jesus looked at 

them and said to them, “With men this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”  

GOSPEL: Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28  
 
At that time Jesus entered a certain village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed Him into 

her house. And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and heard His word. But Martha 

was distracted with much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my 

sister has left me to serve alone? Therefore, tell her to help me.” And Jesus answered and said to her, 

“Martha, Martha, you are worried and troubled about many things. But one thing is needed, and Mary 

has chosen that good part, which will not be taken away from her.” And it happened, as He spoke these 

things, that a certain woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the womb 

that bore You, and the breasts which nursed You!” But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who 

hear the word of God and keep it!” 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

FOR YOUR PRAYERS  
 

Patti Owens, 311 Woodbridge Road Vermilion, OH 44089; Irene Vangeloff, 3580 
Shaw Ave., Apt. 305, Cincinnati, OH 45208 Tel.: (513) 376-9693 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
PRAYER LIST 
 

Parishioners & Family: Sessely and her unborn baby / Russel / Debby /Subdeacon John (Roger 
Pinta) / Bryan Gibson  / Tom Sitzler / Valerie Schutt / Hayden Issler / Roger Pinta Jr. / Richard 
Williams / Christine Twarek / Tony Monastra / Alvin Foland / Delaine Ward (Ron Royhab’s sister) / 
Nikki and her newborn baby / Kristen Cassell / Laura DeKemper / Tom Hileman / Cliff & Kathy Ruggles 
/ Sandra / Renee Haynal / Sharon Shaheen (Patti Owen’s sister) / Heidi Golob / Ron & Bobbie Royhab 



/Rodney Clevenger / Jennifer Heffernan / Pam / Jim Twarek / Ed Garrity / Patti Owens / Barbara 
Wroblewski / Michal Tomáš / Helena Tomášová / Ruth Sheller / Carol / David Martin / Fred Soski / 
Irene Vangeloff / Sonja Rose / James Bargdill / Carole Conaway/ Gary Conaway / Sharon Dietrich / 
Michael Glovinsky / Shirley Gresh / Betty Kovach / Child Stella Miller / William Pipenur / Helen Jean 
Rofkar / George Royhab / Marianne Royhab / Kathy Jacob / the child Bodhi Cassell / Gleice, Sophie & 
Chloe / Carol / Nora.  
 

Other Requests: Peggy / Becky / Ella / Tom Virostek / Bob Stephenson / Jim Rinaldo / Roy / Greg 
/ Patty Wandover / Russ M. / Suzeann / Laura Engler / Robin (Niece of Kathy Ruggles) / Steve 
Rohweder / Nicole Williams / John Couture / Ann Turinsky / Marcia / Catechumen Blake Shoemaker 
/ Linkoln Paull / Matushka Melania / Sharyn Osborne / Amy / Bill Byrnes / Susanne / Charles Schlett 
/ Kathy Debevits / Anthony / Archpriest Ján Čižmár / Archpriest David Lis / Archpriest Emilian 
Hutnyan / Archpriest John Adamcio / Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan / Donald Gresh / Mark Ludvik / 
Robert Piznar / William / Rick Rowe / Chris.  
 

Military: Craig Cassell / Jake Ellithorpe / Jordon Fulton / Justin Issler / Tikhon / Nicholas / & All 
Military 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
AUGUST REPOSED 

 

Michael Onyock (1931) No date provided; Michael Hritsko (1934) No date provided; 
7- Dorothy Romig (2017); 12- Jim Mazur (2021); 13- Andrew Millie (1958); 21- 
Sophia Monak (2004); 23- Martha Brooks (2010); 24- Damien (cousin of Valerie 

S (2019); 28- Rev. Dr. William Walter Worstall (2011); 31- Larry Noon (2014) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

VIGILS FOR August 16 
 

Bundren Family 1 Special Intentions 
 

Mike & Sharon Cole 1 Special Intentions 
 

 

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE FOR THE WEEK  
 

MON. Aug 24 Hieromartyr Eutyches; 2 Cor 8:7-15, Mk 3:6-12 
 

TUE. Aug 25 Apostle Titus of the Seventy; 2 Cor 8:16-9:5, Mk 3:13-19 
 

WED. Aug 26 Martyrs Adrian and Natalia; 2 Cor 9:12-10:7, Mk 3:19-27 
 

THU. Aug 27 Venerable Pimen the Great; 2 Cor 10:7-18, Mk 3:28-35 
 

FRI. Aug 28  Venerable Moses the Ethiopian; 2 Cor 11:5-21, Mk 4:1-9  
 

6:00 PM  VESPERS  
 

SAT. Aug 29  Beheading of St. John the Baptist; 1 Cor 2:6-9, Mt 22:15-22 
 

9:10 AM HOURS 
9:30 AM  DIVINE LITURGY  
 

4:00 PM  VESPERS  
 

SUN. Aug 30  13th Sunday after Pentecost, Tone 4 
 

9:10 AM HOURS 
9:30 AM  DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Coffee Social 



Laura Kovach 3 For health and/or healing of Mimi, Katie M., Roger, Matushka Michelle, Robin 
L., Margi & Joe, Heidi & Wayne G., Lindsay & Janet, Jerry Z., Patti O., Deb F., Russ M, Burt K., Bobbie 
& Ron R., Peggy S., Brenda T., Betty K., Margaret M., Mark M., Dana M., and Bodhi, C.  
In thanksgiving for a successful festival 
Special Intentions 
 

Dennis Lapso 4 For the blessed repose of Annette Ressetar Lapso, Prof John & Caroline Ressetar and 
recently departed Renee Dye & the newborn Eugene Phillip Palladino  
 

Sandy Martin 1 Special Intentions 
 

Thomas & Carol Ressetar 2 For family, Sub Deacon John & Caroline Ressetar, Annette Lapso, 
Andrew & Julia Molnar, John & Mary Sivulka, George, Ruth & Sara Glosik, Sub Deacon Joseph Woog, 
John, Mary, Goerge, Karoline, & Anna Macuga, Michael, Mildred, Michael, Eva, Infant Nicholas, 
Herzak, Charles Laura, Stephen, Vakosava, John, Papika & Child Peter Herke/Herkalovic 
 

Natalie Twarek 10 For the health and surgical recovery of Elaine, For the health and recovery of 
Roger,  For the health of Nikki and newborn Brynlee Grace Anne, For God's guidance for Mia,  For the 
health of Fr Peter & Matushka Michelle, For the health of Fr John & Matushka Melania, For the health 
and recovery of John, Mimi, Rodney, Jim, Mike, Tom, Mary, Ken, Bob, Richard, Patty, Patti, Laura, 
Kathy & Cliff, Irene,  Ron & Bobbie, Betty, Kayla,  Heidi, Wayne, Peggy & Becky, Marcia,  Health and 
healing for Father’s parents Michal & Helena and Matushka’s mom Barbara & Walter, For the health 
of  Nick & family, Elaine, Christine, Jen, Father David, Carole, Gary, Sharon, Sonya, Margi & Joe, 
MaryAnn & Bob, Bodhi, Stella, Jake, Pat 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

ATTENDANCE  
 

08/15 Vespers, 10 attending (2 guests); 08/15 Divine Liturgy, 90 attending (65 guests)  

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
READERS LIST  
 

Sunday Aug 23 – Joe  
Sunday Aug 30 – Tim 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
AUGUST CANDLE SPONSORS  
 

Altar Candles: Joe & Valerie Schutt, In memory of Dorothy Czuha, LaVerne Schutt & Violet 

Bargdill ($50); Chandelier: Dennis Lapso, For Blessed repose of Annette Ressetar Lapso, Prof 

John Ressetar, Caroline Ressetar; Joe & Valerie Schutt, For the Health of James Bargdill & 

Debbie Schutt; Tina Rindfleisch, In loving memory of Earl L, Rindfleisch ($50); Eternal Light & 

Icon Screen: Jean Hileman, God’s Blessings for Justin and his deployment; Joe & Valerie Schutt, In 

memory of Howard Bailey, Dorothy Bailey, Damian Bailey, Sophia Grgich; Mike and Sharon Cole for 

special prayers ($25); Candles at the Cross: Laura Kovach, Birthday blessings to Matt and birthday 

memory of my dad Steven ($20); Candles at St. Tikhon Icon: Available ($20) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES   
 

28 – Arimus Paull *; 31 – Danielle Paull 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 CHARITY OF THE MONTH  
 

“St. Herman's Seminary” is the charity we donate to for the month of August. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



CLEANING SCHEDULE    
 

Aug 24, Natalie 
Aug 31, Tim 
Sep 7, Sue 
Sep 14, Tina  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
SUNDAY OFFERING 
 

Sunday, Agust 16, 2026 

   Tithe     $   317.00 

Donations    $1,325.00  

Candles    $   150.00 

    Vigils     $   185.00 

Building Restoration Fund  $   400.00 

Total:                $2,377.00 
 

May the Lord reward you for your financial and spiritual support! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

AS MANY OF YOU AS HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST… 
 

We would like to welcome in our midst the new members who were received into the Holy 
Orthodox Church and became full members of our parish family today. Joshua 
Bundren, Max (Maximus) Bundren, Stephanie Bundren, Michael (Josiah) 
Cole, Sharon (Juliana) Cole, Daniel (Michael) Maciejewski, Sessely 
(Hermione) Maciejewski, Adam (Oleg) Marks. May Our Lord and God bless them 
and their sponsors, Sue Guzy, Joe Schutt, Ryan & Natalia Stamp and Natalie Twarek with 
good health, peace and happiness for Many Years! Mnogaya Leta! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
NEW CATECHUMEN IN OUR PARISH 
 

We are happy to announce that Justin Inks will become a new Catechumens of our parish and will be 
received into Catechumenate next Sunday, August 30th before the Divine Liturgy. May Our Lord and 
God bless him as he prepares to be fully received into the Holy Orthodox Church in the near future! Na 
Mnogaya Leta! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

HALUPKI FESTIVAL – THANK YOU!  
 

We wish to express our sincere thanks to our Festival Co-chairman Natalie and 
Laura, our Dough master Tina and our Baker Greg, Roddie & David for cooking 
our Halupki, all volunteers who came to roll Halupki, all parishioners who came 

to help us with every baking day, all volunteers both Parishioners and non-Parishioners for your hard 
work, time and talent which helped to make this year’s 69th Halupki Festival in Marblehead a great 
success! Our special thanks go to Ronny Royhab, who comes from PA every year to help with absolutely 
everything that is needed to be done before and after festival. It is impossible to mention everyone by 
name. So, if you volunteered, then we most certainly appreciate your hard work! Thanks to all who 
came out in support of our Halupki Festival. Your patronage and good will are very much appreciated. 
May the Lord Bless each and every one of you and may He continue to shine His graces upon our Parish 
of Holy Assumption! 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
UP-COMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH – MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

Aug 26th –  Baking Day – 8:00 AM (Tuesday) 
 

Aug 29th –  Beheading of St. John the Baptist – Strict Fast (Saturday) 
 



Sep 1st –  Church New Year (Tuesday) 
 

Sep 1st –  Baking Day – 8:00 AM (Tuesday) 
 

Sep 5th –  Market Day – 8:00 AM (Saturday) 
 

Sep 8th –  Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos – Divine liturgy 9:30 AM (Tuesday) 
 

Sep 14th –  Exaltation of the Precious Cross – Divine liturgy 9:30 AM (Monday) 
 

Sep 19th –  Market Day – 8:00 AM (Saturday) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________  

MARKET DAY 
 

Our next Market Day will take place on Saturday, September 5th starting with set up at 
8:00 AM. We will have halupki, perohi, kielbasa and kraut, spanakopita, and a large 
variety of baked goods. Your help is needed and greatly appreciated! 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
COFFEE HOUR SPONSOR LIST 

 

Aug 23 - Baptismal Lunch sponsored by the parish 
Aug 30 -  Tina 
Sep 6 - Sessely & Dan 
Sep 13 - Danielle & Josh 

 

Please sign up to host coffee hour. Signup sheet is located in the Social Hall 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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New Birth, Mystery, and Communion with God: The Orthodox 
Christian Teaching on Holy Baptism 
 

If you’ve ever discussed Christianity with a Protestant friend, 
you’ve likely heard the question: “Have you been born again?” 
For Orthodox Christians, this question opens a profound 
discussion about the meaning and significance of Holy Baptism. 
What actually happens in this mystery? What does it mean for 

our salvation? And how do Orthodox beliefs about Baptism differ from most Western 
Christian traditions? This article aims to provide a comprehensive, theologically rich 
answer, drawing on Scripture, the Church Fathers, and liturgical tradition. 
 

Born of water and the Spirit 
 

The phrase “born again” comes from the Gospel of John, where Jesus tells Nicodemus: “Unless one is 
born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God” (John 3:3). Jesus then clarifies, “Unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God” (John 3:5). The Orthodox Church has always 
understood these words as referring to the mysteries (sacraments) of Baptism and Chrismation. “Water” 
refers to the baptismal waters; “the Spirit” refers to the Holy Spirit, received through Chrismation 
(anointing with holy oil immediately after Baptism). 
This is the new birth Christ speaks of: not merely a symbolic or intellectual event, but a real, ontological 
transformation. Baptism and Chrismation together constitute the sacramental gateway into the Church 
and the life of grace. 
 

The true nature of Baptism 
Not just a symbolic ritual 
 

Unlike many Protestant traditions, which may view Baptism primarily as an outward symbol of inner 
faith, the Orthodox Church teaches that Baptism is a mystery (Greek: mysterion; Latin: sacramentum) 
– a real, effective encounter with God’s saving grace. In Baptism, God acts objectively, regardless of our 



subjective feelings or understanding. The Holy Spirit, working through the physical elements of water 
and the sacramental prayers, brings about real spiritual rebirth. 
 

Typology and fulfillment 
 

We see Holy Baptism prefigured in the Old Testament: the crossing of the Red Sea (1 Cor. 10:1-2), 
Noah’s flood (1 Pet. 3:20-21), and the ritual washings of the Law all point to the cleansing, saving, and 
renewing power of Christian Baptism. The New Testament affirms its necessity and power repeatedly 
(cf. Matthew 28:19, Acts 2:38, Romans 6:3-4, Titus 3:5). 
 

Baptism as entrance into the covenant and the Kingdom 
 

Baptism replaces circumcision as the sign of the New Covenant (Colossians 2:11-12). It is the rite of 
passage into the Kingdom of God and the Body of Christ, the Church. As St. Paul writes: “For as many 
of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27). Baptism is thus the means by 
which we are grafted into the Church and united to Christ Himself. The Church is not just a collection 
of like-minded individuals, but the living Body of Christ. And Baptism is the means of entry into this 
Body. 
 

Triple immersion 
 

The very word “baptize” (Greek: baptizo) means to immerse. The Orthodox Church has always 
baptized by triple immersion, “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit” 
(Matthew 28:19). This is not incidental: it reflects the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ. The 
triple immersion also mirrors the three days Christ spent in the tomb, and symbolizes the fullness of 
participation in the life of the Holy Trinity. 
 

In the Orthodox liturgy, the baptismal rite is elaborate and deeply theological. It involves prayers of 
exorcism, renunciation of Satan, confession of faith (the Creed), blessing and sanctifying of the water, 
anointing with oil, the baptism itself, Chrismation, and finally the reception of the Eucharist. This 
progression reflects the ancient initiation of catechumens into the Church and the fullness of their 
participation in Christ’s life. 
 

What happens in Baptism? 
 

1. Death, Burial, and Resurrection with Christ 
 

In Baptism, we participate mystically in Christ’s Paschal Mystery—His death and resurrection. St. Paul 
writes: “Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life” (Romans 6:4). 
St. Cyril of Jerusalem taught that as we descend into the baptismal waters, we die and are buried with 
Christ; as we emerge, we rise with Him, reborn. 
 

This is a real, ontological death to sin and rebirth into the life of God. It is the fulfillment of our longing 
for spiritual renewal and the beginning of our journey toward theosis—becoming by grace what Christ 
is by nature. 
 

2. The Ongoing Death to Sin 
 

Baptism is not a “magic fix”—it is the beginning of a lifelong struggle. St. Paul exhorts the baptized: “Put 
to death therefore what is earthly in you” (Colossians 3:5). The baptismal grace we receive must be 
preserved and activated through ongoing repentance, faith, and participation in the sacramental life of 
the Church. When we fall, the Church provides the Mystery of Repentance (Confession) as the means 
to restore and renew the grace first given in Baptism. 
 

3. Resurrection of Righteousness and New Life in Christ 
 



Baptism inaugurates our new birth and our entrance into the Kingdom. We are joined to Christ’s 
glorified humanity and indwelt by the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:9-11). This new life is not just a change of 
status, but an ongoing, dynamic relationship: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation” (2 Cor. 5:17). 
The resurrection begun in Baptism will be perfected in the general resurrection at the Second Coming. 
 

4. Cleansing, Justification, and Sanctification 
 
Through Baptism, we receive cleansing from our sins. As the Scripture says, “Repent, and let every one 
of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38). St. Paul calls Baptism “the washing of regeneration and renewal by the 
Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5). Baptism unites us to the saving work of Christ, justifies us, and sets us on the 
path of sanctification. 
 

5. Full Communion with God and the Church 
Baptism is the gateway to the Eucharist—the supreme mystery of communion with Christ and His Body. 
Through Baptism and Chrismation, we become members of the Church and can partake of the Body 
and Blood of Christ. Baptism also gives us access to all the other mysteries (sacraments) of the Church, 
and enables us to participate in her life and mission. It is the beginning of our journey toward union 
with God (theosis), the goal of the Christian life. 
 

Baptism and salvation: Faith, repentance, and the lifelong journey 
 

Many Protestants emphasize that one must be “born again” to be saved. The Orthodox Church agrees, 
but clarifies that salvation is not a one-time event or a mere mental acceptance. It is a lifelong process 
of uniting oneself to Christ, growing in holiness, and participating in God’s life by grace. 
 

Faith and repentance are essential. Baptism without faith is just a washing; faith is what makes the 
waters effectual. The Church teaches that the grace of Baptism can remain “inactive” if not received 
with faith and repentance, and continually renewed through a living relationship with Christ and His 
Church. 
 

Salvation is thus both an event (Baptism) and a process (the ongoing life of faith, repentance, and 
participation in the sacraments). The Orthodox vision of salvation is synergistic—a cooperation 
between divine grace and human freedom. 
 

Why is physical baptism necessary? 
 

Some traditions stress only faith or the “sinner’s prayer” as the means of new birth. The Orthodox 
Church insists on actual, physical baptism because this is how Christ instituted the mystery and 
modeled it for us. In baptism, we are physically united to Christ’s death and resurrection, not just in 
memory or symbol, but in reality. The water, our faith, and God’s grace together accomplish a mystery 
that transcends our understanding. 
 

The Church fathers taught that sacraments are not merely symbols, but “visible words”—outward signs 
that convey the grace they signify. The physicality of Baptism affirms the goodness of creation and the 
incarnation: God saves us not as disembodied spirits, but as whole persons, body and soul. 
 

Can someone be saved without baptism? 
 

The Orthodox Church teaches that God is not bound by the sacraments, though we are. Salvation 
ultimately belongs to God, who is merciful and just. The Church recognizes “baptism of blood” 
(martyrdom for Christ before water baptism) and “baptism of desire” (explicit desire for Baptism when 
prevented by circumstances) as extraordinary means by which God can bestow saving grace. 
However, since Christ Himself gave us Baptism, to knowingly reject it is to reject the means He provided 
for our salvation and communion with Him. The normative path to salvation is through Baptism, 
Chrismation, and incorporation into the Church. 



 

Theological themes: Theosis and the image of God restored 
 

Baptism is the beginning of the process of theosis—becoming “partakers of the divine nature” (2 Peter 
1:4). Through Baptism, the image of God is restored in us, and we begin the journey toward likeness 
with God. The Holy Spirit indwells us, empowering us to “put on Christ” and to be transformed from 
glory to glory. 
 

Baptism is also cosmic in scope. As St. Maximus the Confessor taught, in Baptism not only is the 
individual renewed, but the entire creation begins to be restored and gathered into Christ, the New 
Adam. 
 
Conclusion: The gift and calling of Baptism 
Holy Baptism is a profound, life-changing mystery in which we die with Christ and rise with Him, 
beginning a new life in which we continually die to sin and grow in communion with God. Through 
Baptism, we are born again—not just in thought or feeling, but in the very depths of our being. We are 
given the grace to become children of God, to walk the path of salvation, and to experience a real, living 
relationship with our Creator. 
 

May we always thank God for this precious gift, unworthy as we are, and walk faithfully in the newness 
of life granted to us in Holy Baptism. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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