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Sunday of the Blind Man
Commemorated on May 29

At the end of Chapter 8 in Gospel of Saint John,
the Savior was disputing with the Pharisees in the
Temple during the Feast of Tabernacles. He told
them, "Your father Abraham was glad that he
should see my day; and he saw it and rejoiced"
(John 8:56). The Jews said that Jesus was not even
fifty years old, so how could He claim to have seen
Abraham? The Lord replied, "Before Abraham
was, I am." I am, of course, is the name that God
revealed to Moses in the Burning Bush. When the
Jews picked up stones to throw at Him, He hid
Himself and went out of the Temple.

We read in SaInt John's Gospel (9:1-38): "As He
passed by, he saw a man who was blind from
birth." It might appear that Jesus was on His way
to something or someone else, but in his
Commentary on the Gospel of Saint John, the
ever-memorable Archbishop Dmitri of Dallas,
quotes from Homily LVI of Saint John
Chrysostom: "that on going out of the Temple, He
proceeded intentionally to the work, is clear from
this: it was He who saw the blind man, and not the
blind man who came to Him...."

Christ's disciples asked Him who had sinned, the
blind man or his parents that he had been born
blind. Jesus answered, "Neither this man nor his
parents sinned, but that the works of God might be
manifested in him" (John 9:3). It was thought that
a person who had some affliction must have sinned
(or his parents did) to deserve such punishment. In
the Book of Exodus (20:5), God said that he would
visit "the iniquity of the fathers upon the children
unto the third and fourth generation." This,
however, applied to the sin of idolatry, if the
children emulated their parents' behavior.

The blind man was not born blind just so the
miracle could be performed, but seeing the man in
such a condition, the Lord decided to use him in a
way that would manifest God's glory. He Who is
the Light of the world healed the blind man and
enlightened him. Giving sight to the blind was one
of the signs which would identify the Messiah
(Matthew 11:4-6).

The Lord made clay when He spat on the ground,
and placed it in the man’s empty eye sockets and
sent him to the pool of Siloam to wash. Most
versions of the Gospels translate the word επεθηκεν

as "anointed," but it can also mean "to spread on,"
or "to smear." Siloam means "sent," and in Saint
John's Gospel Christ says about forty times that He
Himself had been sent by the Father."

This manner of healing reminds us of the way God
created man by fashioning him from the dust of the
earth. In the Old Testament God created man from
the dust of the earth, now Christ, the same God,
fashions eyes from the clay and places them in the
blind man’s empty sockets. Here are some quotes
from the Pentecostarion:

At the Oikos of Matins: "He receives physical eyes
as well as those of the soul."

In the Verses of the Synaxarion: O Bestower of
light. Who are Light coming forth from Light; You
gave eyes to the man who was blind from birth, O
Word."

In the second exapostilarion: "Along the way, the
Savior found a man who lacked both sight and
eyes."

At Monday Vespers (stikheron of the Feast) we
sing, "With his whole soul, and mind, and his
tongue, the man who in times not long passed had
been blind, confessed Him Who had fashioned eyes
for him out of spittle and clay..."

Saint Theophylaktos says in his Commentary that
"Jesus our Lord fashioned all the members of the
blind man's body except for the eyes, which He
omitted. By healing them now, he completes the
divine act of creating and demonstrates that He is
the Creator."

Jesus tests the faith of the blind man by sending
him to the Pool of Siloam (which means “sent”).
He respects the man’s freedom, but asks for his
voluntary and free participation in the miracle. The
blind man, with faith, obeys God’s command. He
goes and washes in the pool, and he returns seeing.

The former blind man’s life was not made easier,
however. He becomes the object of the Scribes' and
Pharisees' evil and hatred, those who believed in
God and in the observance of His Law. They
themselves were blind, yet they were suspicious of
the formerly blind man, imagining that he only
pretended to be blind and now was able to see.
"They willingly   Con’t Next Pg
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were made blind by the dark letter of the Law, in
which Christ, the resplendent Sun shines."1

They questioned the man who was blind, but
when they see the miracle before their eyes,
instead of believing, they shut the eyes of their
souls. Then the man's parents were questioned.
They were afraid to confirm the miracle that
happened to their son who was born blind,
because they did not want to be expelled from the
synagogue. They tried to avoid trouble by
concealing the truth. Therefore, they said, "He is
of age, ask him!"

We who receive benefits from God every day are
ashamed or afraid to confess God because of our
lack of trust. We put our own interests above God,
knowing that He will understand us! He will
understand us, but He will also see our faith and
what priorities we have in our lives. Christ will
see what "gods" we have put in His place, but He
will not cease to remind us that He is the light of
the world.

The blind man was healed, not only in the eyes
of his body but eventually in his soul as well. He
recognizes Jesus as God, and does not hesitate to
confess it before the religious rulers with courage
that many of us would envy. Faith alone is not
enough, we also need to confess our faith in order
to become genuine children of God. When we
confess Christ before men, He will confess us
before His Father, as the Lord has promised us:
"Everyone who shall confess me before men, I
also shall confess him before my Father who is
in Heaven; and whoever denies me before men I
also will deny him before my Father who is in
Heaven" (Matthew 10:32).

1 Sunday of the Blind man, at Vespers, fourth
stikheron on "Lord, I Call."

John 9:1-38 (Gospel)

Now as Jesus passed by, He saw a man who was blind
from birth. And His disciples asked Him, saying,
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man
nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God
should be revealed in him. I must work the works of
Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming
when no one can work. As long as I am in the world,
I am the light of the world.” When He had said these
things, He spat on the ground and made clay with the
saliva; and He anointed the eyes of the blind man with
the clay. And He said to him, “Go, wash in the pool
of Siloam” (which is translated, Sent). So he went and
washed, and came back seeing. Therefore the
neighbors and those who previously had seen that he
was blind said, “Is not this he who sat and begged?”
Some said, “This is he.” Others said, “He is like him.”
He said, “I am he.” Therefore they said to him, “How
were your eyes opened?” He answered and said, “A
Man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and
said to me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam and wash.’ So
I went and washed, and I received sight.” Then they
said to him, “Where is He?” He said, “I do not know.”
They brought him who formerly was blind to the
Pharisees. Now it was a Sabbath when Jesus made the
clay and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also
asked him again how he had received his sight. He
said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I washed,
and I see.” Therefore some of the Pharisees said, “This
Man is not from God, because He does not keep the
Sabbath.” Others said, “How can a man who is a
sinner do such signs?” And there was a division
among them. They said to the blind man again, “What
do you say about Him because He opened your eyes?”
He said, “He is a prophet.” But the Jews did not
believe concerning him, that he had been blind and
received his sight, until they called the parents of him
who had received his sight. And they asked them,
saying, “Is this your son, who you say was born blind?
How then does he now see?” His parents answered
them and said, “We know that this is our son, and that
he was born blind; but by what means he now sees
we do not know, or who opened his eyes we do not
know. He is of age; ask him. He will speak for
himself.”  His parents said these things because they
feared the Jews, for the Jews had agreed already that
if anyone confessed that He was Christ, he would be
put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said,
“He is of age; ask him.”      Con’t Next Pg
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So they again called the man who was blind,
and said to him, “Give God the glory! We
know that this Man is a sinner.” He answered
and said, “Whether He is a sinner or not I do
not know. One thing I know: that though I was
blind, now I see.” Then they said to him again,
“What did He do to you? How did He open
your eyes?” He answered them, “I told you
already, and you did not listen. Why do you
want to hear it again? Do you also want to
become His disciples?” Then they reviled him
and said, “You are His disciple, but we are
Moses’ disciples. We know that God spoke to
Moses; as for this fellow, we do not know
where He is from.” The man answered and said
to them, “Why, this is a marvelous thing, that
you do not know where He is from; yet He has
opened my eyes! Now we know that God does
not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper
of God and does His will, He hears him. Since
the world began it has been unheard of that
anyone opened the eyes of one who was born
blind. If this Man were not from God, He could
do nothing.” They answered and said to him,
“You were completely born in sins, and are
you teaching us?” And they cast him out. Jesus
heard that they had cast him out; and when He
had found him, He said to him, “Do you
believe in the Son of God?” He answered and
said, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe in
Him?” And Jesus said to him, “You have both
seen Him and it is He who is talking with you.”
Then he said, “Lord, I believe!” And he
worshiped Him.

Acts 16:16-34 (Epistle)

Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain
slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met
us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-
telling. This girl followed Paul and us, and cried out,
saying, “These men are the servants of the Most
High God, who proclaim to us the way of salvation.”
And this she did for many days. But Paul, greatly
annoyed, turned and said to the spirit, “I command
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.”
And he came out that very hour. But when her
masters saw that their hope of profit was gone, they
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the
marketplace to the authorities. And they brought
them to the magistrates, and said, “These men, being
Jews, exceedingly trouble our city; and they teach
customs which are not lawful for us, being Romans,
to receive or observe.” Then the multitude rose up
together against them; and the magistrates tore off
their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with
rods. And when they had laid many stripes on them,
they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer
to keep them securely. Having received such a
charge, he put them into the inner prison and
fastened their feet in the stocks. But at midnight Paul
and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God,
and the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly
there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations
of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the
doors were opened and everyone’s chains were
loosed. And the keeper of the prison, awaking from
sleep and seeing the prison doors open, supposing
the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about
to kill himself. But Paul called with a loud voice,
saying, “Do yourself no harm, for we are all here.”
Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down
trembling before Paul and Silas. And he brought
them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be
saved?” So they said, “Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and you will be saved, you and your
household.” Then they spoke the word of the Lord
to him and to all who were in his house. And he took
them the same hour of the night and washed their
stripes. And immediately he and all his family were
baptized. Now when he had brought them into his
house, he set food before them; and he rejoiced,
having believed in God with all his household.

CHRIST IS
RISEN!

INDEED HE
HAS RISEN!
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Memory Eternal to all
the children and
teachers who lost

their lives in Euvalde,
Texas this past week.

Christ is Risen!
Indeed He is Risen!

Thus says the LORD: “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
Lamentation and bitter weeping, Rachel weeping for her 
children, Refusing to be comforted for her children, 
Because they are no more.  This is what the LORD says: 
“Keep your voice from weeping and your eyes from tears, 
for the reward for your work will come, declares the 
LORD. Then your children will return from the land of the 
enemy.…Jeremiah 31: 15-16
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