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Prayer of St. Ephrem
O Lord and Master of my life! Take from me the
spirit of sloth, despair, lust of power, and idle talk.
(Full Prostration)

But give rather the spirit of chastity, humility,
patience, and love to Thy servant.
(Full Prostration)

Yea, O Lord and King! Grant me
to see my own transgressions, and
not to judge my brother, for
blessed art Thou, unto ages of
ages. Amen. (Full Prostration)

O God, cleanse me, a sinner (12 times).
And recite prayer one more time. (Full prostration)

CATASTROPHIC RELIEF FUND

Purpose of fund:  To provide some small financial
assistance to a parishioner, family member or
community member who has suffered a catastrophic
event.

Funds will be offered at the discretion & blessing of
the Rector and the discretion of the Board.

This money can also be used for outreach programs
in the parish

Remembering Metropolitan Platon

April 20 marks the anniversary of the repose of
His Eminence, Metropolitan Platon
(Rozhdestvensky) in 1934.  He was the only
hierarch to be head of the North American Church
for two separate periods: 1907-14 and 1922-34.
He was also the first Primate to be granted the title
“Metropolitan of All America and Canada” which
is still used today.  Between his two periods of
service in North America, he became a leading
hierarch in the Russian Church and during the
All-Russian Church Council of 1917-18, he
received significant numbers of votes during the
several rounds of balloting to nominate candidates
for Patriarch of Moscow.

A full biography of Metropolitan Platon has now
been posted by the OCA Office of History and
Archives on the OCA website.

In 1927, to honor the 25th anniversary of
Metropolitan Platon’s consecration to the
episcopacy and the 40th anniversary of his
ordination to the priesthood, two booklets titled
“The Evangelistic Labors in America of
Metropolitan Platon” were published in Russian
containing speeches, sermons, letters, appeals and
other documents.  This was projected to be a series
of six booklets, but only two were published.  The
title page and a brief introduction to the first
volume (possibly written by Father Leonid
Turkevich, who would later become Metropolitan
Leonty) may be viewed here on the website

MAY BULLETIN / CANDLE
SPONSORS

Bulletin: ($50) Open
Chandelier: ($50) Valerie for the Health of her
husband Joe on the occasion of his birthday & For
Fr. Andrew on the Occasion of his 16th
Anniversary to the Holy Priesthood
Altar Candles: ($50) From Joe Schutt for the
Health of Archpriest Andrew on the occasion of
his 16th Priestly ordination to the Holy Priesthood
Candles on the Tomb: ($25) From AP Andrew
for my friends & relatives reposed in the month of
May
Eternal Light & Icon Screen: ($25) From AP
Andrew in memory of His Grace Bishop Innocent
Candles @ the Cross: ($15) From Fr. Andrew in
memory of Fr. David's father Stanley
Candles @ St Tikhon Icon: ($15)

Conclusion of Metro. Platon Concludes Page 13
Story begins on Page 12

and was buried at Saint Tikhon’s Monastery.
Patriarch Aleksy I of Moscow posthumously lifted
the ecclesiastical sanctions against him in 1946.

The century of subjugation of the Georgian Church
by the Russian Church is generally considered a
dark period in Georgian history.  It is therefore
noteworthy that during his US visit in 1998,
Catholicos-Patriarch Ilia II of Georgia expressed
interest in – and even reverence for – Metropolitan
Platon when he celebrated a spontaneous memorial
service at the chapel erected over his grave.
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His Eminence, Metropolitan Platon
(Rozhdestvensky) (1866-1934)

Metropolitan Platon (Rozhdestvensky) was the only
hierarch to have served two separate terms as head of
the Orthodox Church in America.  Between these two
periods of service in North America, he rose to
prominence and top leadership positions in the
hierarchy of the Russian Orthodox Church, and he was
even among the leading candidates in the patriarchal
election of 1917.

Porphyry Feodorovich Rozhdestvensky was born on
February 11/23, 1866, the son of a priest in the Kursk
Province of Russia.  After graduating from the Kursk
Seminary in 1886, he married.  He was ordained to the
priesthood on January 6, 1887, and served as a village
priest in the Kursk Diocese.  His wife gave birth to a
daughter, but died in 1891.

Deciding to further his education, Father Porphyry
enrolled in the Kyiv Theological Academy, from
which he graduated in 1895.  He received monastic
tonsure and took the name Platon in 1894 while still a
student.  Upon graduation, he became a teaching
assistant at the academy.  The following year, he began
working as an instructor while continuing his studies,
receiving a Master of Theology degree from the
academy in 1898.  That year, he was raised to the rank
of archimandrite and, in quick succession, was
appointed assistant inspector, then inspector (dean of
students) and professor of the Academy.  In 1902, he
was appointed rector of the academy and
simultaneously superior of the Kyiv Brotherhood
Monastery.

On June 3, 1902, Archimandrite Platon was
consecrated Bishop of Chigirin, auxiliary of the Kyiv
Diocese.  In 1906, he became editor of a journal called
Church and People.  Due to his popularity among the
people of Kyiv, especially as a preacher and orator, he
was elected to the Second State Duma on February 12,
1907.

On June 8, 1907, he was raised to the rank of
archbishop and appointed to the See of the Aleutians
and North America.  Building upon the visionary
course and missionary initiatives of his predecessor,
Saint Tikhon, Archbishop Platon skillfully guided the
continuously growing North American Church for the
next seven years.  Many new parishes were established
in the North American Diocese during his first
episcopate on this continent.  The seminary established
by Saint Tikhon in Minneapolis was relocated to
Tenafly, NJ and renamed in honor of

Archbishop Platon’s patron saint.  In 1909, he was
recalled to Russia to serve on the Most Holy
Governing Synod.

On March 20, 1914, His Eminence was appointed
Archbishop of Kishinev (today Chisinau, the
capital of Moldova) and Khotyn.  On December 5,
1915, he was transferred to the see of Kartalin and
Kakheti, becoming the last Exarch of Georgia from
the Russian Church before the restoration of the
autocephaly of the ancient Georgian Patriarchate
in 1917.  Having a particular interest in missionary
work, he was appointed chairman of the Council
to Strengthen and Spread the Faith (the missions
department of the Holy Synod) on June 17, 1917.
On August 13, 1917, just before the opening of the
All-Russian Church Council in Moscow, he was
raised to the rank of metropolitan with the title
Metropolitan of Tiflis (Tbilisi, Georgia) and Baku
(in Azerbaijan), Exarch of the Caucasus,
notwithstanding that in March 1917, without their
exarch’s prior knowledge or approval, a group of
bishops had declared the autocephaly of the
Georgian Church restored.  In the midst of the
upheaval and uncertainty of the 20th century, the
Russian Church would not come to recognize this
autocephaly for decades.

As the All-Russian Council opened, Metropolitan
Platon was among the senior ranking hierarchs of
the Russian Church, and was likewise one of the
most dynamic participants in the Council.  When
the Council decided to restore the Patriarchate of
the Russian Church, Metropolitan Platon became
a leading candidate for the Patriarchal See.
Although he was not elected to be one of the three
candidates for final selection of the Patriarch by
lot, Metropolitan Platon received a significant
number of votes in each of the four ballots in the
patriarchal electoral process.  The election of the
Patriarch took place just as the Bolsheviks took
power in Russia.  With armed conflict and
bloodshed taking place, the Council appointed a
special delegation, headed by Metropolitan Platon,
to negotiate with the revolutionary military leaders
in the Kremlin in an effort to end bloodshed and
establish peace.  Metropolitan Platon’s heart-
wrenching account before the Council of his
encounter with the revolutionaries was so moving
that it was even suggested that his name also be
included in the final list of patriarchal candidates,
but as the list had already been finalized by
decision of the Council, this was impossible.  When
Patriarch Tikhon was    Con’t Next Page
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Metropolitan Platon Con’t

elected, Metropolitan Platon, as one of the senior
hierarchs, liturgically enthroned the new patriarch.  In
December 1917, the All-Russian Council elected
Metropolitan Platon to be a member of the Holy
Synod, and he subsequently was named to lead a
delegation representing Patriarch Tikhon at the All-
Ukrainian Church Council in Kyiv in January 1918,
where the Ukrainian Church’s movement toward
autocephaly was averted.  On February 22, 1918, after
election by the diocese of Kherson and Odessa, he was
appointed its ruling hierarch

Along with many other hierarchs, clergy, and laity,
Metropolitan Platon fled from the advance of
Bolshevik armed forces during the Russian Civil War
and returned to the US as a refugee in 1919.  He was
joyfully welcomed by Archbishop Alexander
(Nemolovsky) at Saint Nicholas Cathedral in New
York City, where just months earlier, having been
reported to have perished at the hands of Bolsheviks,
Metropolitan Platon had been commemorated among
the departed.  A few years later, Metropolitan Platon’s
daughter and her family were also able to come to
America from Bulgaria.  Their descendants currently
live in Connecticut.

The Church in America was then in crisis as a result
of the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917 and Archbishop
Alexander of North America was having
understandable difficulties in his archpastoral
leadership.  In order to assist him and to rally prayerful
support for the suffering Church in Russia,
Metropolitan Platon was informally appointed as
Patriarch Tikhon’s special representative in America.
Despite Archbishop Alexander’s courageous efforts
to lead the American Church under most difficult
circumstances, by 1922 he had become overwhelmed
by the situation and decided that, for the good of the
Church, he would remove himself as ruling hierarch.
Before leaving for Europe, he asked Metropolitan
Platon to take over as ruling hierarch.

The Third All-American Sobor convened in Pittsburgh
November 7-9, 1922 to firmly establish Metropolitan
Platon as the canonical Primate of the Church by
conciliar decision.  This council duly elected him,
esteemed and trusted both in Russia and throughout
North America, as the canonical ruling Primate of the
American Church.  At the time of this election, he was
the first to be given the title “Metropolitan of All
America and Canada.”

Following the Third Sobor, Metropolitan Platon’s
leadership position continued to be challenged.  On
the one hand, the schismatic “Living Church” began
its divisive activities; on the other hand, conflicting
messages were emanating from Moscow.  While in
1923 Patriarch Tikhon had confirmed Metropolitan
Platon’s election by the Third Sobor in 1922, a
Patriarchal decree appeared in the press in which
Metropolitan Platon was supposedly relieved of his
position for “counterrevolution directed against the
Soviet state.”  According to the decree itself, it was
to have no validity until announced personally to
Metropolitan Platon by the hierarch appointed to
succeed him – an inconceivable scenario at that
time.  The resulting situation was one of chaos and
instability.

Therefore, the Church turned once again to her
conciliar conscience to deal with this challenging
crisis.  On April 2-4, 1924, the Fourth All-American
Sobor was convened in Detroit, MI.  Not wishing
to sway the council’s decision by his presence,
Metropolitan Platon wisely missed the opening
session.  His election at the previous Sobor was
resoundingly reconfirmed at this session.  Due to
great respect for his leadership skills, his primacy
was deemed essential for the Church’s survival.
With increasing difficulties in communication with
the Russian Church, as evidenced by the
aforementioned conflicting information, and its
tenuous situation under totalitarian rule, the Fourth
Sobor decided to declare the North American
Church to be “temporarily self-governing” until
such time as normal and regular relations could be
reestablished with the Mother Church in Russia.
This would prove to be an important step toward the
autocephaly of the Orthodox Church in America.
In order to maintain freedom of action and an
ecclesiastical existence that he deemed appropriate
in the North American context, Metropolitan Platon,
over the subsequent years of his tenure, rebuffed
affiliation with both the Russian Orthodox Church
Outside of Russia (ROCOR) and the persecuted
Moscow Patriarchate, for which he was placed
under canonical interdict by the Church of Russia.

Indeed, Metropolitan Platon tenaciously faced
countless challenges in leading the Church through
a period of disunity and canonical chaos.  On April
20, 1934, Metropolitan Platon fell asleep in the Lord
at age 68      Concludes on Page 11
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SCRIPTURE READINGS

GREAT & HOLY MONDAY
Matthew: 21:18-43
Matthew: 24:3-35
Ezekiel: 1:1-20
Exodus: 1:1-20
Job:   1:1-12

GREAT & HOLY TUESDAY
Matthew: 22:15-23:39
Matthew: 24:36-26:2
Ezekiel: 1:21-2:1
Exodus: 2:5-10
Job:   1:13-22

GREAT & HOLY WEDNESDAY
Matthew: 26:6-16
John:  12:17-50
Ezekiel: 2:3-3:3
Exodus: 2:11-22
Job:   2:1-10

GREAT & HOLY THURSDAY
Matthew: 26:2-27:2
Luke:  22:1-45
John:  13:1-17
1 Corinthians: 11:23-32
Jeremiah:  11:18-12:5, 9-11, 14-15
Isaiah:  50:4-11
Exodus: 9:10-19
Job:  38:1-23; 42:1-5

GREAT & HOLY FRIDAY
12 PASSION GOSPELS
1-John: 13:31-18:1
2-John: 18-1-28
3-Matthew: 26:57-75
4-John  18:28-19:16
5-Matthew: 27:3-32
6-Mark 15:16-32
7-Matthew: 27:33-54
8-Luke: 23:32-49
9-John:  19:25-37
10- Mark: 15:43-47
11-John: 19:38-42
12: Matthew: 27:62-66

ROYAL HOURS- First Hour
Zechariah: 11:10-13
Galatians: 6:14-18
Matthew: 27:1-56

Third Hour:
Isaiah:  50:4-11
Romans: 5:6-11
Mark:   15:16-41

Sixth Hour:
Isaiah:  52:13-54:1
Amos:   8:9-12
Hebrews: 2:11-18
Luke:   23:32-49

Ninth Hour:
Jeremiah:  11:18-12-5, 9-11,14-15
Hebrews: 10:19-31
John:  18:28-19-37

VESPERS
Exodus: 33:11-23
Job:  42:12-17
Isaiah  52:13-54:1
1 Corinthians: 1:18-2:2
Matthew: 27:1-61
Luke:  23:39-43
John:   19:31-37

GREAT & HOLY SATURDAY
Ezekiel: 37:1-14
1 Corinthians: 5:6-8 &
Galatians: 3:13-14
Matthew:  27:62-66

VESPERS:
1-Genesis: 1:1-13
2–Isaiah: 60:1-16
3-Exodus: 12:1-11
4-Jonah: 1:1-4:11
5-Joshua: 5:10-15
6-Exodus: 13:20-15:19
7-Zephaniah 3:8-15
8-3(1) Kings: 17:8-24
9-Isaiah: 61:10-62:5
10-Genesis: 22:1-18
11-Isaiah: 61:1-9
12-4(2)Kings: 4:8-37
13-Isaiah: 63:11-64:5
14-Jeremiah: 31:31-34
15-Daniel: 3:1-66
Romans: 6:3-11
Matthew: 28:1-20

HOLY THURSDAY
MYSTICAL SUPPER

HOLY THURSDAY
WASHING OF THE FEET

BY JESUS TO THE
APOSTLES

HOLY SATURDAY
JESUS DESCENDS INTO

HADES

CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS
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