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Holy Assumption Orthodox Church is a parish of the Orthodox Church in America,
Diocese of the Midwest
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EPISTLE: Galatians 1:11-19 - - "'."" ‘, l : 2 'uw:i":k irviiTos

Brethren: I make known to you, that the gospel
which was preached by me is not according to
man. For I neither received it from man, nor
was I taught it, but it came through the
revelation of Jesus Christ. For you have heard
of my former conduct in Judaism, how I
persecuted the church of God beyond measure
and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in
Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries
in my own nation, being more exceedingly
zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But
when it pleased God, who separated me from
my mother’s womb and called me through His
grace, to reveal His Son in me, that I might

preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not Flight to Egypt

immediately confer with flesh and blood, nor
did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and returned again
to Damascus. Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and remained with him fifteen
days. But I saw none of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.

GOSPEL: Matthew 2:13-23

At that time an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the young Child
and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child
to destroy Him.” When he arose, he took the young Child and His mother by night and departed for
Egypt, and was there until the death of Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord
through the prophet, saying, “Out of Egypt I called My Son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he was
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deceived by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male
children who were in Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the
time which he had determined from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the
prophet, saying: “A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, weeping, and great mourning, Rachel
weeping for her children, refusing to be comforted, because they are no more.” Now when Herod was
dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Arise, take the
young Child and His mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young Child’s life
are dead.” Then he arose, took the young Child and His mother, and came into the land of Israel. But
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea instead of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there. And being warned by God in a dream, he turned aside into the region of Galilee. And he came
and dwelt in a city called Nazareth, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, “He
shall be called a Nazarene.”

LITURGICAL SCHEDULE

SUN. Dec 31 30th SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday after the Nativity of Christ
Leave-taking of the Nativity of Christ

9:10 AM HOURS
9:30 AM DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Coffee Hour

6:00 PM VESPERS

MON. Jan1 Circumcision of Our Lord; St. Basil the Great
New Year 2024

9:40 AM HOURS
10:00 AM DIVINE LITURGY

TUE. Jan 2 Forefeast of the Theophany; Saint Sylvester, Pope of Rome

WED. Jan 3 Forefeast of the Theophany; Holy Prophet Malachi

THU. Jan 4 Forefeast of the Theophany; Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles

FRI. Jansj Eve of the Theophany; Hieromartyr Theopemptus, Bishop of Nicomedia, and
Martyr Theonas

6:00 PM VESPERS, followed by the Holy Night Supper
SAT. Jan 6 Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

9:10 AM HOURS
9:30 AM DIVINE LITURGY

4:00 PM VESPERS

SUN. Jan 7y 31st SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
Sunday after Theophany
Synaxis of the Holy Glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John

9:10 AM HOURS
9:30 AM DIVINE LITURGY Followed by Coffee Hour




Tony Monastra, 2119 Willow Cove Marblehead, OH 43440; Patti Owens, 311 Woodbridge

Road, Vermilion, OH 44089; Basil Glovinsky, 1007 Glendale Drive, Port Clinton, OH
43452; Subdeacon Roger Pinta, P.O. Box 39, Middle Bass, OH 43446; Diane Tryon, 109 Joslyn Street,
Arcadia, OH 44804; Ed & Irene Vangeloff, 454 Strouse Lane, Sandusky, OH 44870
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" JANUARY CANDLE SPONSORS

Altar Candles: Fr. Peter & Mat. Michelle, For Health and God’s Blessings for Barbara

% Wroblewski, Matushka’s mother ($50); Chandelier: Fr. Peter & Mat. Michelle, For Health and
%—% God’s Blessings for Michal Tomés, Father’s father ($50); Eternal Light & Icon Screen:
Available ($25); Candles at the Cross: Laura Kovach, Birthday blessings to Jim and Sarah ($20);
Candles at St. Sophia Icon: For Safety and Health of Nicholas, Tikhon, Gleice, & Chloe ($20)

JANUARY REPOSED

Andrew Matway (1906) No date provided; William Gratson (1908) No date provided;
Eva Hritsko (1908) No date provided; Sara Rose (2005) No date provided; 3- Mat.
Marilyn Federoff (2019); 3- Larry Naiser (2019); 3- Elinor Williams (2021); 4-
Margaret Reavley (1965); 4- Baby Clyde Madison (2020); 5- Russell (2019) Heidi’s
relative; 5- Donald (2019) Waynes Relative; 5- Maria Semionow (1981); 11- Anna Tomko (1960); 15-
Archpriest Pavel Soucek (2009) Former Pastor; 21- Daniel Kowal (2006); 21- Philip Kobb (2018); 23-
Helen Beadle (1988); 23- Deborah Pribanic (2020); 25- Jane (2019) Ron’s Aunt; 25- William “Bill”
Alber (2021); 28- Michael Tarasavage (2021); 29- Anna Kravetz (1973); 29- Marjorie Kowal (2003);
29- Ernest Gresh (2020); 29- Rick Schlotterer (2020); 30- Anna Schofield (2021)
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‘ VIGILS FOR DECEMBER 24 & 25
- 1 Peace for Palestinians

e~ '™ Susan Guzy 1 In loving memory of father Frank, mother Julia, & brother Bill
Vichnaya Pamyat, goof health to brother Gary

Laura Kovach 2 For health and/or healing of James W., Beverly S., Patti O., Tony M., Matushka
Michelle, Hannah S., Barbara D., Pauline O., George K., Joe H., Margi H., Betty K., Ben F., Mark M.,
Dana M., Bodhi C., Sharon D., John D., and Karen D.

Memory eternal to Marge Dziama

Sandy Martin 2 In loving memory of Joe, Wonderful Birthday Memories of my dear, sweet mom
12/26

Darlene & Gabe Mazurik 1 Special intentions

Natalie Twarek 8 Nativity Blessings and good health to our family friends and parishioners, In loving
Christmas memory of departed family and friends, Birthday blessings to Darlene 12/25, Birthday
Blessing to Fr John 12/26, For the health of Ruth, Health and healing for Father’s dad Michal and
Matushka’s mom Barbara, For the health and recovery of Basil, Diane, Tony, Jim & Rick, For the health
of Bev, Roger, Ed, Irene, Father David, Marilyn, Pauline, Judy, Mimi, Tina, Ron, Carole, Gary, Sharon,
Kurt, Leslie, Amber, Zach, Dottie, Jamie, Helen Lis and Tina’s dad, Earl, Tom, Sonya, Margi & Joe,
Betty, Jackie, MaryAnn & Bob, Chuck, Bodhi, Stella, Jake, Pat

Dan Elchisco Donation in loving memory of mom & dad, Butch, Marguerite and Joe




PRAYER LIST

Parishioners & Family: Patti Owens / Tony Monastra / Barbara Wroblewski / Michal Toméas / Ruth
/ Basil Glovinsky / Dale / Sophie / Jeanne Smith / Carol / David Martin / Fred Soski / Chris Hannon /
Subdeacon Roger Pinta / Ed Vangeloff / Irene Vangeloff / Diane Tryon / Sonja Rose / Ron Royhab
/James Bargdill / John Beadle / Carole Conaway/ Gary Conaway / Sharon Dietrich / Michael Glovinsky
/ Shirley Gresh / Joseph Habegger / Elaine Hileman / Betty Kovach / Helen Lis / Child Stella Miller /
William Pipenur / Earl Rindfleisch / Helen Jean Rofkar / George Royhab / Marianne Royhab /
Stephanie Royhab / Kathy Jacob / the child Bodhi Cassell / Gleice, her unborn baby & Chloe / Gabrielle
and her newborn Josey / Carol / Debbie & Marco / Nora. Other Requests: Rita Mumea / Charles
Schlett / Kathy Debevits / Maxwell Chaney / Sidharth Bijilani — friend of Subdeacon Roger and Debbie
Pinta / Anthony / Archpriest David Lis / Bishop Matthias / Archpriest Emilian & Matushka Laryssa
Hutnyan / Kurt Franck / Ben Franklin / Donald Gresh / Mark Ludvik / Robert Piznar / Mark Masica /
Valerie Ritzenthaler / William / Rick Rowe / Chuck Wiedenhoft / Chris. Military: Craig Cassell / Jake
Ellithorpe / Jordon Fulton / Justin Issler / Tikhon / Nicholas / & All Military

ATTENDANCE
12/23 Vespers, 10 attending; 12/24 Divine Liturgy, 22 attending; 12/24 Great Compline 18
(5 Guests) attending; 12/25 Divine Liturgy 52 attending (27 Guests) [30 people more than
the previous year]

READERS LIST
Sunday Dec 31 — Ron
Sunday Jan 7 — Natalie

Sunday Jan 14 — Jake
Sunday Jan 21 — Tim

SUNDAY OFFERING
Sunday, December 24, 2023
Tithe $ 575.00
Candles $ 35.00
Vigils $ 60.00
Donations $ 70.00
Holy Day Donation $ 340.00
Total: $1,080.00
Christmas 2023 Donations $1,452.00

May the Lord reward you for your financial and spiritual support!
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AN UARY BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES
December 31 — Fred & Christi Soski Anniversary *; 1 — Jim Kovach; 7 — Susan

Guzy; 13 — Mary Blackford; 13 — Roger & Debby Pinta Anniversary; 16 — Matushka
Michelle Tomas

CHARITY OF THE MONTH
“OCMC Support a Priest” is the charity we donate to for the month of January.




L% “SVJAT VECHUR” HOLY NIGHT SUPPER

/4 Our Traditional “Svjat Vechur” Holy Night Supper will take place on Friday,
January 5th after Vespers. We would like to invite you all for the supper and
bring your family and friends along to share in the joy of the Nativity Season. To

% make sure that we have a seat for everyone attending, we kindly ask that you give
a us the count of the people attending. The sign-up sheet is located in the vestibule of the church. We
also ask that you prepare your traditional Christmas Eve dishes to share with everyone.

CLEANING SCHEDULE

Jan 2, Basil & Tim
Jan 8, Susan
Jan 15, Jean
Jan 22, Stephame
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UP;COMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISH — MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Jan. 15t New Year 2024; Circumcision of Our Lord; St. Basil the Great (Monday)

Jan. 5th Eve of Theophany — “Svjat Vechur” Holy Night Supper (Friday)
Jan. 6th THEOPHANY (BAPTISM) OF OUR LORD (Saturday)
Jan. 28t Potluck followed by Annual Parish Meeting

Feb. 2nd MEETING OF OUR LORD IN THE TEMPLE (Friday)

Mapr. 18th  Beginning of the Great Fast (Monday)

Mapr. 25t ANNUNCIATION OF THE MOST HOLY THEOTOKOS (Monday)
Apr. 28th  PALM SUNDAY

May 5th GREAT AND HOLY PASCHA

- Consider sponsoring a Sunday coffee hour following the Divine Liturgy




\AEEHNGH ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
r ~»  The Annual Parish Meeting of our parish will be held on Sunday, January 28, following
U the Divine Liturgy. All voting members in good standing are encouraged not only to attend
this vitally important meeting, but also to constructively participate. Please mark this on
your calendars, and prepare for the meeting by prayer, fasting, and receiving Holy
Confession and Holy Communion. This is the first announcement.

To Be a Voting Member in Good Standing

The Parish Bylaws of the Diocese of the Midwest, Orthodox Church in America, defines a "voting
member in good standing:"

a) is a Baptized and Chrismated Orthodox Christian;
b) is at least 18 years of age;

c) partakes of the Sacraments of Private Confession and Communion in one's home parish at least once
a year;

d) has been a member of the Parish for a prior consecutive six (6) month period; and

e) regularly fulfills such financial obligation as established by the All-American Councils, Diocesan

Assemblies, and the Parish, which obligations may be adjusted or waived by the Rector in consultation
with the Parish Council. (Article II, Section 2)

If there is any question regarding your status as a "voting member in good standing," please contact
Ron Royhab and Fr. Peter at your earliest convenience.

We kindly ask that the following reports be prepared and submitted to Fr. Peter about two weeks before
the meeting so they can be copied and distributed:

- President’s Report (Ron)

- All Financial Reports including Fundraising (Joe)
- Cemetery and Envelopes Reports (Natalie)

- Baking Report (Tina)

- 125t Anniversary Report (Laura or Ron)

Holy Righteous Joseph the Betrothed

Commemorated on December 31

Saint Joseph the Betrothed was of the lineage of King David. He had four sons

from his previous marriage: James, Judah, Joses, and Simon (or Symeon), and

three daughters: Esther, Martha, and Salome, who was the mother of Saint John

the Theologian. After he became a widower, Saint Joseph led a life of strict
. temperance. He was chosen to be the husband and guardian of the Most Holy

Theotokos, who had taken a vow of virginity.

An angel told him of the Incarnation of the Son of God through her. Saint Joseph was present when the
shepherds and the Magi worshiped the new-born divine Infant. On the orders of the angel, he fled into
Egypt with the Mother of God and the Infant Jesus, saving them from the wrath of King Herod. He lived
in Egypt with the Virgin Mary and the divine Child, working as a carpenter. Saint Joseph reputedly died
at the age of one hundred.

Saint Joseph is commemorated on the Sunday after the Nativity. If there is no Sunday between
December 25 and January 1, his Feast is moved to December 26. The Righteous Joseph is also
commemorated on the Sunday of the Holy Forefathers.




Holy Righteous David the King
Commemorated on December 31

The Holy Prophet-King David was a forefather of our Lord Jesus Christ according
to the flesh. The youngest son of Jesse, David shepherded a flock of sheep
wse  belonging to his father. He was distinguished by his deep faith, and he zealously
fulfilled the will of God.

| During a battle with the Philistines, he vanquished the giant Goliath in single

" combat, which decided the outcome of the war in favor of the Israelites. He
endured many things from King Saul, who saw him as a favorite of the people and his rival. David,
however, showed his own decency and magnanimity. Twice, when he had the possibility of killing Saul,
he did not do so.

After Saul and his son perished, David was proclaimed king of the southern part of Israel, and after
Saul’s second son was killed, he became king of all Israel. He built a new capital, Jerusalem (“the City
of Peace”), and a new tabernacle. His great wish to build a Temple was not realized. It was foretold to
him that his son would build the Temple.

The life of the Prophet David was darkened by a grievous falling: he took Uriah’s wife for himself, and
sent Uriah to his death in battle. He was also an example of great repentance, humbly and with faith
bearing the sorrows sent in punishment for his sins. Saint David gave a model for repentance in Psalm
50/51. King David died in great old age with steadfast faith in the coming of the promised Messiah, our
Lord Jesus Christ. His divinely-inspired Psalter is widely used in the divine services and in personal
prayers. (See the Books of Kings and Chronicles).

The holy Prophet-King David is invoked by those facing a difficult situation, such as an interview, etc.
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Righteous James the Brother of the Lord
Commemorated on December 31

The Holy Apostle James, Brother of the Lord, was the eldest son of Joseph the
Betrothed from his first marriage with Solomonia. The Apostle James is remembered
after the Feast of the Nativity of Christ together with his father Joseph and the
Prophet-King David, since he accompanied his family on the Flight into Egypt and
lived there with the Infant Jesus, the Mother of God and Joseph. Later, he returned
to Israel with them.

After the Ascension of the Lord, Saint James was the first Bishop of Jerusalem, gaining the great esteem
not only of Christians, but also of Jews. He was thrown from the roof of the Jerusalem Temple because
he had publicly preached to the people about the God-Manhood of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy
Apostle James is also commemorated on October 23.

1 lavovapiov’
The Circumcision of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ

Commemorated on January 1

On the eighth day after His Nativity, our Lord Jesus Christ was circumcised in
accordance with the Old Testament Law. All male infants underwent
\ circumcision as a sign of God’s Covenant with the holy Forefather Abraham and
1 his descendants [Genesis 17:10-14, Leviticus 12:3].

&' After this ritual, the Divine Infant was given the name Jesus, as the Archangel
Gabriel declared on the day of the Annunciation of the Most Holy Theotokos
[Luke 1:31-33, 2:21]. The Fathers of the Church explain that the Lord, the Creator




of the Law, underwent circumcision in order to give people an example of how faithfully the divine
ordinances ought to be fulfilled. The Lord was circumcised so that later no one would doubt that He
had truly assumed human flesh, and that His Incarnation was not merely an illusion, as certain heretics
had taught.

In the New Testament, the ritual of circumcision gave way to the Mystery of Baptism, which it
prefigured [Colossians 2:11-12]. Accounts of the Feast of the Circumcision of the Lord continue in the
Eastern Church right up through the fourth century. The Canon of the Feast was written by Saint
Stephen of the Saint Savva Monastery.

In addition to circumcision, which the Lord accepted as a sign of God’s Covenant with mankind, He
also received the Name Jesus [Savior] on the eighth day after His Nativity as an indication of His service,
the work of the salvation of the world [Matthew 1:21; Mark 9:38-39, 16:17; Luke 10:17; Acts 3:6, 16;
Philippians 2:9-10]. These two events -- the Lord’s Circumcision and Naming -- remind Christians that
they have entered into a New Covenant with God and “are circumcised with a circumcision made
without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ” [Colossians
2:11]. The very name “Christian” is a sign of mankind’s entrance into a New Covenant with God.

Saint Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia
Commemorated on January 1

Saint Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea in Cappadocia, “belongs not to the
Church of Caesarea alone, nor merely to his own time, nor was he of benefit only
to his own kinsmen, but rather to all lands and cities worldwide, and to all people
he brought and still brings benefit, and for Christians he always was and will be a
most salvific teacher.” Thus spoke Saint Basil’'s contemporary, Saint
Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium (November 23).

rad et B
Saint Basil was born in the year 330 at Caesarea, the administrative center of Cappadocia. He was of
illustrious lineage, famed for its eminence and wealth, and zealous for the Christian Faith. The saint’s

grandfather and grandmother on his father’s side had to hide in the forests of Pontus for seven years
during the persecution under Diocletian.

Saint Basil’'s mother Saint Emilia was the daughter of a martyr. On the Greek calendar, she is
commemorated on May 30. Saint Basil’s father was also named Basil. He was a lawyer and renowned
rhetorician, and lived at Caesarea.

Ten children were born to the elder Basil and Emilia: five sons and five daughters. Five of them were
later numbered among the saints: Basil the Great; Macrina (July 19) was an exemplar of ascetic life,
and exerted strong influence on the life and character of Saint Basil the Great; Gregory, afterwards
Bishop of Nyssa (January 10); Peter, Bishop of Sebaste (January 9); and Theosebia, a deaconess
(January 10).

Saint Basil spent the first years of his life on an estate belonging to his parents at the River Iris, where
he was raised under the supervision of his mother Emilia and grandmother Macrina. They were women
of great refinement, who remembered an earlier bishop of Cappadocia, Saint Gregory the
Wonderworker (November 17). Basil received his initial education under the supervision of his father,
and then he studied under the finest teachers in Caesarea of Cappadocia, and it was here that he made
the acquaintance of Saint Gregory the Theologian (January 25 and January 30). Later, Basil transferred
to a school at Constantinople, where he listened to eminent orators and philosophers. To complete his
education Saint Basil went to Athens, the center of classical enlightenment.

After a four or five year stay at Athens, Basil had mastered all the available disciplines. “He studied
everything thoroughly, more than others are wont to study a single subject. He studied each science in



its very totality, as though he would study nothing else.” Philosopher, philologist, orator, jurist,
naturalist, possessing profound knowledge in astronomy, mathematics and medicine, “he was a ship
fully laden with learning, to the extent permitted by human nature.”

At Athens a close friendship developed between Basil the Great and Gregory the Theologian
(Nazianzus), which continued throughout their life. In fact, they regarded themselves as one soul in two
bodies. Later on, in his eulogy for Basil the Great, Saint Gregory the Theologian speaks with delight
about this period: “Various hopes guided us, and indeed inevitably, in learning... Two paths opened up
before us: the one to our sacred temples and the teachers therein; the other towards preceptors of
disciplines beyond.”

About the year 357, Saint Basil returned to Caesarea, where for a while he devoted himself to rhetoric.
But soon, refusing offers from Caesarea’s citizens who wanted to entrust him with the education of their
offspring, Saint Basil entered upon the path of ascetic life.

After the death of her husband, Basil’s mother, her eldest daughter Macrina, and several female
servants withdrew to the family estate at Iris and there began to lead an ascetic life. Basil was baptized
by Dianios, the Bishop of Caesarea, and was tonsured a Reader (On the Holy Spirit, 29). He first read
the Holy Scriptures to the people, then explained them.

Later on, “wishing to acquire a guide to the knowledge of truth”, the saint undertook a journey into
Egypt, Syria and Palestine, to meet the great Christian ascetics dwelling there. On returning to
Cappadocia, he decided to do as they did. He distributed his wealth to the needy, then settled on the
opposite side of the river not far from his mother Emilia and sister Macrina, gathering around him
monks living a cenobitic life.

By his letters, Basil drew his good friend Gregory the Theologian to the monastery. Saints Basil and
Gregory labored in strict abstinence in their dwelling place, which had no roof or fireplace, and the food
was very humble. They themselves cleared away the stones, planted and watered the trees, and carried
heavy loads. Their hands were constantly calloused from the hard work. For clothing Basil had only a
tunic and monastic mantle. He wore a hairshirt, but only at night, so that it would not be obvious.

In their solitude, Saints Basil and Gregory occupied themselves in an intense study of Holy Scripture.
They were guided by the writings of the Fathers and commentators of the past, especially the good
writings of Origen. From all these works they compiled an anthology called Philokalia. Also at this time,
at the request of the monks, Saint Basil wrote down a collection of rules for virtuous life. By his
preaching and by his example Saint Basil assisted in the spiritual perfection of Christians in Cappadocia
and Pontus; and many indeed turned to him. Monasteries were organized for men and for women, in
which places Basil sought to combine the cenobitic (koine bios, or common) lifestyle with that of the
solitary hermit.

During the reign of Constantius (337-361) the heretical teachings of Arius were spreading, and the
Church summoned both its saints into service. Saint Basil returned to Caesarea. In the year 362 he was
ordained deacon by Bishop Meletius of Antioch. In 364 he was ordained to the holy priesthood by
Bishop Eusebius of Caesarea. “But seeing,” as Gregory the Theologian relates, “that everyone
exceedingly praised and honored Basil for his wisdom and reverence, Eusebius, through human
weakness, succumbed to jealousy of him, and began to show dislike for him.” The monks rose up in
defense of Saint Basil. To avoid causing Church discord, Basil withdrew to his own monastery and
concerned himself with the organization of monasteries.

With the coming to power of the emperor Valens (364-378), who was a resolute adherent of Arianism,
a time of troubles began for Orthodoxy, the onset of a great struggle. Saint Basil hastily returned to
Caesarea at the request of Bishop Eusebius. In the words of Gregory the Theologian, he was for Bishop
Eusebius “a good advisor, a righteous representative, an expounder of the Word of God, a staff for the
aged, a faithful support in internal matters, and an activist in external matters.”



From this time church governance passed over to Basil, though he was subordinate to the hierarch. He
preached daily, and often twice, in the morning and in the evening. During this time Saint Basil
composed his Liturgy. He wrote a work “On the Six Days of Creation” (Hexaemeron) and another on
the Prophet Isaiah in sixteen chapters, yet another on the Psalms, and also a second compilation of
monastic rules. Saint Basil wrote also three books “Against Eunomius,” an Arian teacher who, with the
help of Aristotelian concepts, had presented the Arian dogma in philosophic form, converting Christian
teaching into a logical scheme of rational concepts.

Saint Gregory the Theologian, speaking about the activity of Basil the Great during this period, points
to “the caring for the destitute and the taking in of strangers, the supervision of virgins, written and
unwritten monastic rules for monks, the arrangement of prayers [Liturgy], the felicitous arrangement
of altars and other things.” Upon the death of Eusebius, the Bishop of Caesarea, Saint Basil was chosen
to succeed him in the year 370. As Bishop of Caesarea, Saint Basil the Great was the newest of fifty
bishops in eleven provinces. Saint Athanasius the Great (May 2), with joy and with thanks to God
welcomed the appointment to Cappadocia of such a bishop as Basil, famed for his reverence, deep
knowledge of Holy Scripture, great learning, and his efforts for the welfare of Church peace and unity.

Under Valens, the external government belonged to the Arians, who held various opinions regarding
the divinity of the Son of God, and were divided into several factions. These dogmatic disputes were
concerned with questions about the Holy Spirit. In his books Against Eunomios, Saint Basil the Great
taught the divinity of the Holy Spirit and His equality with the Father and the Son. Subsequently, in
order to provide a full explanation of Orthodox teaching on this question, Saint Basil wrote his book
“On the Holy Spirit” at the request of Saint Amphilochius, the Bishop of Iconium.

Saint Basil’s difficulties were made worse by various circumstances: Cappadocia was divided in two
under the rearrangement of provincial districts. Then at Antioch a schism occurred, occasioned by the
consecration of a second bishop. There was the negative and haughty attitude of Western bishops to the
attempts to draw them into the struggle with the Arians. And there was also the departure of Eustathius
of Sebaste over to the Arian side. Basil had been connected to him by ties of close friendship. Amidst
the constant perils Saint Basil gave encouragement to the Orthodox, confirmed them in the Faith,
summoning them to bravery and endurance. The holy bishop wrote numerous letters to the churches,
to bishops, to clergy and to individuals. Overcoming the heretics “by the weapon of his mouth, and by
the arrows of his letters,” as an untiring champion of Orthodoxy, Saint Basil challenged the hostility
and intrigues of the Arian heretics all his life. He has been compared to a bee, stinging the Church’s
enemies, yet nourishing his flock with the sweet honey of his teaching.

The emperor Valens, mercilessly sending into exile any bishop who displeased him, and having
implanted Arianism into other Asia Minor provinces, suddenly appeared in Cappadocia for this same
purpose. He sent the prefect Modestus to Saint Basil. He began to threaten the saint with the
confiscation of his property, banishment, beatings, and even death.

Saint Basil said, “If you take away my possessions, you will not enrich yourself, nor will you make me a
pauper. You have no need of my old worn-out clothing, nor of my few books, of which the entirety of
my wealth is comprised. Exile means nothing to me, since I am bound to no particular place. This place
in which I now dwell is not mine, and any place you send me shall be mine. Better to say: every place is
God’s. Where would I be neither a stranger and sojourner (Ps. 38/39:13)? Who can torture me? I am so
weak, that the very first blow would render me insensible. Death would be a kindness to me, for it will
bring me all the sooner to God, for Whom I live and labor, and to Whom I hasten.”

The official was stunned by his answer. “No one has ever spoken so audaciously to me,” he said.
“Perhaps,” the saint remarked, “that is because you've never spoken to a bishop before. In all else we
are meek, the most humble of all. But when it concerns God, and people rise up against Him, then we,
counting everything else as naught, look to Him alone. Then fire, sword, wild beasts and iron rods that
rend the body, serve to fill us with joy, rather than fear.”



Reporting to Valens that Saint Basil was not to be intimidated, Modestus said, “Emperor, we stand
defeated by a leader of the Church.” Basil the Great again showed firmness before the emperor and his
retinue and made such a strong impression on Valens that the emperor dared not give in to the Arians
demanding Basil’s exile. “On the day of Theophany, amidst an innumerable multitude of the people,
Valens entered the church and mixed in with the throng, in order to give the appearance of being in
unity with the Church. When the singing of Psalms began in the church, it was like thunder to his
hearing. The emperor beheld a sea of people, and in the altar and all around was splendor; in front of
all was Basil, who acknowledged neither by gesture nor by glance, that anything else was going on in
church.” Everything was focused only on God and the altar-table, and the clergy serving there in awe
and reverence.

Saint Basil celebrated the church services almost every day. He was particularly concerned about the
strict fulfilling of the Canons of the Church, and took care that only worthy individuals should enter
into the clergy. He incessantly made the rounds of his own church, lest anywhere there be an infraction
of Church discipline, and setting aright any unseemliness. At Caesarea, Saint Basil built two
monasteries, a men’s and a women’s, with a church in honor of the Forty Martyrs (March 9) whose
relics were buried there. Following the example of monks, the saint’s clergy, even deacons and priests,
lived in remarkable poverty, to toil and lead chaste and virtuous lives. For his clergy Saint Basil obtained
an exemption from taxation. He used all his personal wealth and the income from his church for the
benefit of the destitute; in every center of his diocese he built a poor-house; and at Caesarea, a home
for wanderers and the homeless.

Sickly since youth, the toil of teaching, his life of abstinence, and the concerns and sorrows of pastoral
service took their toll on him. Saint Basil died on January 1, 379 at age 49. Shortly before his death, the
saint blessed Saint Gregory the Theologian to accept the See of Constantinople.

Upon the repose of Saint Basil, the Church immediately began to celebrate his memory. Saint
Amphilochius, Bishop of Iconium, in his eulogy to Saint Basil the Great, said: “It is neither without a
reason nor by chance that holy Basil has taken leave from the body and had repose from the world unto
God on the day of the Circumcision of Jesus, celebrated between the day of the Nativity and the day of
the Baptism of Christ. Therefore, this most blessed one, preaching and praising the Nativity and
Baptism of Christ, extolling spiritual circumcision, himself forsaking the flesh, now ascends to Christ
on the sacred day of remembrance of the Circumcision of Christ. Therefore, let it also be established on
this present day annually to honor the memory of Basil the Great festively and with solemnity.”

Saint Basil is also called “the revealer of heavenly mysteries” (Ouranophantor), a “renowned and bright
star,” and “the glory and beauty of the Church.” His honorable head is in the Great Lavra on Mount
Athos.

In some countries it is customary to sing special carols today in honor of Saint Basil. He is believed to
visit the homes of the faithful, and a place is set for him at the table. People visit the homes of friends
and relatives, and the mistress of the house gives a small gift to the children. A special bread (Vasilopita)
is blessed and distributed after the Liturgy. A silver coin is baked into the bread, and whoever receives
the slice with the coin is said to receive the blessing of Saint Basil for the coming year.




